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Statute of
Sustainable Amur River Basin Development Work Group 

1.  General provisions
1.1. The Work Group is formed by the Amur River Basin Sustainable Development Coordination Committee to coordinate current activities to prevent threats of transboundary pollution and create optimal conditions for preservation of biological diversity and sustainable development of the region.

The Work Group acts according to the current Statute, approved by the Coordination Committee.
1.2. The Work Group prepares proposals and coordinates execution of the Coordination Committee decisions.
1.3. The issues of creation and liquidation of The Work Group and appointment of its leader are decided at the meetings of the Amur River Basin. 
1.4. The Work Group answers to the Coordination Committee.

2.  Membership
2.1. The Work Group is a collegial structure of the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin and is formed by the decision of the Coordination Committee. 
2.2. The Work Group is based within the Ministry of Natural Resources of Khabarovsky Krai and includes representatives of federal and regional agencies of the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin, and other interested parties. 

2.3. The Work Group includes:

-  three representatives of the Minstry of Natural Resources of Khabarovsky Krai;

- one representative from each state regional agencies the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin; 

- a representative from of the Amur Basin Water Authority of the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russia;

- a representative of the Interregional Association of Economic Relationships of subjects of Russian Federation “Far East and Zabaikalie;”
- a representatives of the Science-Society Council of the Coordination Committee.

2.4. Candidates for the Work Group are determined by the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin, leader of the Interregional Association of Economic Relationships of Subjects of Russian Federation “Far East and Zabaikalie,” the leader of the Amur Basin Water Authority of the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russia, and the Science-Society Council of the Coordination Committee. 

2.5. The subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin create their territorial work groups.

3. Objectives
3.1. The Work Group considers and when necessary organizes development of proposals and projects on:

- priority directions of rational natural resources use policy in Amur River Basin, including forming regional and territorial complex schemes of environmental protection, landscape planning, and restoration;

- monitoring of Amur River and its main tributaries, including studies of water, water organisms, riparian vegetation and animals;

- studies of the impacts of pollution carried by Amur on water-biologic resources of the Sea of Okhotsk and the Sea of Japan;

- forming territorial, regional, and also international legal systems of biodiversity conservation and sustainable development.

3.2. The Work Group considers appeals of different organizations, foundations, and movements supporting basin initiatives for receiving grants from Russian or international donors to introduce principles, methods, and technologies of rational nature use, restoration of nature, environmental protection, decreasing risks of transboundary pollution, and other directions applicable to the Work Group.

3.3. The Work Group considers within its authority different programs and projects and organizes expert comments on presented documents.
3.4. The Work Group is responsible for organization of working relationships and informational exchange with international and national organizations-sponsors on accomplishment regional projects to prevent threats of transboundary pollution and create of optimal conditions for preservation of biological diversity and sustainable development of the region.
3.5. The Work Group coordinates activities of different social and scientific movements that take part in accomplishment of basin programs and projects and the Work Group proposes the Coordination Committee allocation of labor and financial resources in priority directions.

3.6. The Work Group solves conflict situations that arise in accomplishment of programs and projects.

3.7. The Work Group serves as a secretariat to the Coordination Committee preparing draft documents, supplying information, and helping execution of the Coordination Committee decisions.

4. Organization of Work
4.1. The Work Group meetings are called when necessary. Members from distant cities may participate in discussions using e-mail and fax.

Meetings to discuss plans of work and other principal questions are conducted by all members of The Work Group.

4.2. The Work Group decisions are approved by consensus and effective if at least 3/4 of members voted. Written agreements or disagreements of members are filed.
4.3. The Work Group reserves right to use expert groups for preparing proposals and drafting decisions for the Work Group.

4.4. The Work Group decisions have form of protocols signed by its leader and are sent out to stakeholders. 

4.5. The leader of the Work Group is responsible for execution of the Work Group decisions. 
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Statute of
Science-Society Council of Sustainable Amur River Basin Development 
1.  General Provisions
1.1. The Science Society Council of Sustainable Amur River Basin Development (further Council) is formed by the Amur River Basin Sustainable Development Coordination Committee to provide consulting, informational, expert, and methodological support.

The Council consists of two sectors: Science and Society.

1.2. The Council main activities include considering the following issues:

- rational use of natural resources;

- conservation of biological diversity;

- restoration of nature objects;

- environmental protection;

- forming legal basis of nature use;

- international collaboration, etc.

1.3. In its activities the Council follows a general action plan and also plans for specific directions that are based on common action plan for prevention of transboundary pollution threats and creation of optimal conditions for preservation of biological diversity and sustainable development of the region.

1.4. The Council is led by two co-Chairs elected by the majority of votes at the organizational meeting of both Science and Society sectors of the Council. The co-Chairs of the Council are members of the Coordination Committee. Each co-Chair is elected at the meetings of the according sector for two year term.

1.5. The Council works in constant collaboration with The Work Group of the Coordination Committee.

1.6. Proposals, projects, programs, and conclusions prepared by the Council and its members for fast approval and realization are directed to the Chair of the Coordination Committee and The Work Group.

2.  Membership
2.1. The Council is a collegial structure of the scientific institutions and non-governmental organizations of the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin and also international funds and movements involved in solving ecological issues in Russia.

2.2. The Council members are:

- representatives of scientific institutions registered in the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin;

- representatives of Russian foundations and movements registered in the subjects of Russian Federation located in the Amur River Basin;

- representatives of international environmental organizations working in Russia;

2.3. The Council when necessary creates commissions according to the main directions of its activity.

3.  Objectives
The Council works on the following objectives:

- forming of regional policy of environmental protection and supporting strategy of regional sustainable development;

- organization of working relationships between all scientific institutions and non-governmental organizations and movements involved in issues of ecology and rational nature use;

- development of principles of environmental-regional adaptation of economy including assessment of the “crossing line” for possible negative impacts, norms of ecological capacity of environment, vulnerability of natural objects to anthropogenic impacts, and so on;

- development and introduction of principles of different scale landscape planning in the Amur River Basin;

- public environmental impacts assessments of projects and programs of natural resources use considering kinds of use and specific local conditions;

- development of compensating, neutralizing, and mitigation actions to existing or expected damages;

- development and introduction of principles of production certification and methods of natural resource management;

- environmental-economic substantiation of deep processing of raw materials, scientific substantiation of producing leading products from natural materials;

- control of environmental legislation enforcement, and so on.
4.  Organization of Work
The Council acts through its Science and Society sectors and mixed purpose commissions. The Council plenary meetings are conducted for solving common questions and are led by co-Chairs taking turns in leading meetings. The Science and Society sectors conduct their own meetings as necessary. Commissions gather as necessary. 

