
This fact sheet summarises the results of the Water and Wetland Index for the Shannon river basin (Ireland). Information about
the project and the different issues presented in this fact sheet can be found in the WWF Report “Water and Wetland Index -
Critical issues in water policy across Europe” (2003).
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Water Resources in the Shannon river basin

The Shannon is the biggest river in Ireland. It flows down the center
of the island draining one-fifth of the land mass (14,700 km2). There
are three large lakes and many more smaller ones in the catchment
area. The main water problem is eutrophication caused by a number
of factors including mainly agriculture and sewage outflows. The
Shannon River Basin is fortunate in that it has had the benefit of the
Lough Derg and Lough Ree Catchment Monitoring and Management
System. This project was set up in 1997 to develop responses to
water quality issues in the catchment.

Public participation in water management

Information provision

The Lough Derg and Lough Ree Catchment Monitoring and Management System has held
information meetings and this represents a big improvement on the previous situation. Assistance
with interpretation of technical documents could be improved upon.

Public consultation

Short consultation periods are a disadvantage, especially when detailed technical proposals are
involved. Inadequate technical knowledge is a major factor inhibiting local groups participating
in consultation processes.

Active involvement

There are still no thematic working groups, permanent committees etc. to enable the active
involvement of the public. No funding is available to support active participation.
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Application of Integrated River Basin Management principles

1
This assesses the existence of arrangements (e.g. the celebration of information days, the existence of public consultation procedures, the existence of water management plans, etc).

2
This assesses the adequacy of the existing arrangements and their implementation on the ground. It is based on the opinion of WWF, partner NGOs and other water stakeholders.



Integrated management of water resources

Integration of competencies in water management

Despite the improvements brought about by the Lough Derg and Lough Ree Catchment
Monitoring and Management System, there is still a lot to do to integrate the management of all
water bodies. For instance, there are 15 County administrations in the River Basin in addition to
a large number of Town Councils. These are responsible for licensing smaller industries with the
EPA issuing licenses to large industry and intensive agriculture. 

Integration of water policy with sector policies

The existing approach is good but it has no associated budget and is not comprehensive in
delivery of results. e.g. areas like land use planning need a lot more work to be done. 

Wetland management

Integration of wetlands into water management

The role of wetlands in the water cycle and the functioning of aquatic systems is not recognised
in current water management strategies. 

Wetland protection policy

Existing legal instruments are quite adequate but there is a need for enforcement and monitoring
of their effectiveness and measures to prevent further deterioration. Moreover, the initiatives for
wetland protection are fragmented and uncoordinated.

Wetland restoration policy

There are many areas that would benefit from restoration and rehabilitation but this is not
addressed with a comprehensive  policy. 
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Response to key pressures and impacts
on freshwater ecosystems

Water quantity problems (household)

Approach to the problem

As in the rest of Ireland, this question has received little attention in the Shannon River Basin.
There have been no initiatives promoted at the river basin level to address the extent of the
problem.

Legal & regulatory instruments

There is no obligation for households to have individual water meters to measure water
consumption. The effectiveness of legal instruments is strongly reduced by the lack of direct water
charges.

Financial & economic instruments

Ireland is alone among the rest of the European Union and OECD countries in not having water
charges for domestic water supply. The DOEHLG (Department of the Environment Heritage and
Local Government) still continues to resist the introduction of charges.

Information & voluntary instruments

There is little attention paid to information/voluntary instruments on this subject, although a huge
scope exists for raising awareness of the link between domestic water supplies and the
environment.
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Further information

The WWI for Ireland was completed by VOICE.

For further information about the national assessment contact:
Paddy Mackey, Director, VOICE
e-mail: badoir@iol.ie   tel.  +353 67 24315 or +353 87 2399507 

For further information about the WWI project and the pan-European results contact: 
Sergey Moroz, Programme Officer, WWF Living Waters Programme - Europe
e-mail: smoroz@wwf.fr   tel. +33 1 446 44047

Water quality problems (agriculture)

Approach to the problem

The Lough Derg and Ree Catchment Monitoring and Management System have identified
practical measures, which must now be put in place. Lack of investment and political will makes
progress towards cleaner waters a slow process. 

Legal & regulatory instruments

The legal/regulatory instruments need to be reviewed and by-laws to be extended to more areas.
Proper enforcement of the existing rules and regulations would make a big difference. 

Financial & economic instruments

An improved package of financial incentives including grants/tax breaks is needed to foster the
creation of infrastructure for intensive farms.

Information & voluntary instruments

There are many effective instruments, such as widespread distribution of information leaflets and
technical advice services for farmers. An important area for improvement is that of intensive
farms.

River fragmentation due to infrastructure

The Houses of the Oireachtas (Parliament) Report on issues relating to the Management of the
River Shannon 2002 concluded that “there is no organisation or agency which has a statutory duty
to take initiatives to prevent or reduce the incidence of flooding or to alleviate its consequences”.
This is obviously an area of public policy which must be given attention without delay. The
current Review of Policy on Flood Relief may go some way towards addressing this issue.
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River fragmentation 
and flood defence

Legend:

Good Fair Poor Very poor

Note: In ‘Adequacy’, where there is a double score, the face at the left of the slash represents the assessment of the adequacy of the
instruments themselves, while the face at the right represents the assessment of the implementation of the instruments ‘on the ground’. Where
no double score is specified, it means that the two aspects got the same score.


