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WWF Overview of Positions 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Ninth Meeting (COP 9)

Bonn, 19-30 May 2008

This paper provides an overview of WWF’s Key Message to CBD Parties for COP 9 as well as an overview of WWF positions on specific agenda items.  More detailed position papers on some agenda items are available on our www.panda.org/cbd and additional papers will become available in the coming weeks. 
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I. WWF’S KEY MESSAGE TO CBD PARTIES FOR COP 9
Biodiversity underpins the health of the planet and has a direct relationship with human wellbeing providing food security, water, medicine as well as mitigating climate change and natural disasters.  Therefore governments need to make the protection and sustainable use of biodiversity a political priority.
WWF is concerned because indicators show that the global community is not on track to meet the 2010 Biodiversity Target to substantially reduce the rate of biodiversity loss. 
Reports to the CBD and independent evaluations show that we are not on track to meet the target because Environmental Ministries need to do more to effectively implement the Convention. 

However, Environmental Ministries alone cannot meet the 2010 Biodiversity Target and need the support of additional sectors of government, especially those sectors which depend on biodiversity including agriculture, fisheries, water, forestry and health.
In addition, increased integration of climate change concerns into the CBD, and conversely, integration of the CBD’s objectives into the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is a fundamental prerequisite to meet the 2010 Target. Otherwise conservation gains will be continually threatened by adverse impacts of climate change and other drivers of biodiversity loss.
WWF calls on Parties to ensure that COP 9 makes progress in the following six key areas:

i) Mainstream Biodiversity. Governments should develop joint implementation plans between environment, agriculture, food, water, finance, health and cross cutting climate ministries in order to take urgent action to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010. (Changes needed in Agenda Item 3.7, page 7).
ii) Protected Areas. Because of its strong targets and timelines the Programme of Work on Protected Areas is the most effective instrument under the Convention for achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target.  Governments need to live up to their commitment to put in place effective protected area systems, integrated into surrounding landscapes, with the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities and promoting equity and benefit sharing. Governments should prioritize the protection of areas that are important for food security, water supply, medicine and disaster mitigation as well as ensuring their resistance and resilience to climate change (see Agenda Item 4.7, page 11).
iii) Finance. Implementing the CBD will require financing and COP 9 needs to adopt an innovative Resource Mobilization Strategy that fosters new commitments from all Parties to mobilize additional resources from international and domestic sources as well as by developing innovative financing mechanisms. The strategy should have concrete funding targets and timelines and include a mechanism to effectively monitor implementation. (Changes needed in Agenda Item 3.8, page 9).
iv) Deforestation and Forest Degradation. Despite efforts global deforestation continues at an alarming rate ( 13 million hectares per year. CBD Parties should commit themselves to reversing the process of global forest loss and degradation and associated forest-based green house gas emissions. COP 9 should adopt time-bound targets for the Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity to achieve zero net annual deforestation by 2020. (Changes needed in Agenda Item 3.4. page 5). 
v) Climate change and biodiversity. The international community has committed resources for climate change Adaptation and to Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) (following UNFCCC COP decisions, in Bali in 2007).  Both REDD and Adaptation initiatives, if effectively designed, can clearly benefit biodiversity conservation as well as indigenous peoples and local communities. Alternatively, if poorly implemented they pose serious threats to biodiversity, indigenous peoples and local communities.  COP 9 should call on the CBD and the UNFCCC to develop a Joint Work Programme to deal with linkages and explore co-benefits between the conventions, set governance principles and ensure biodiversity is protected and not adversely affected by climate change and UNFCCC work, . The Joint Work Programme should be lead by a CBD/UNFCCC Joint Working Group (Changes needed in Agenda Item 4.5, page 10).
vi) Sharing benefits. At COP 8 in 2006 the CBD Parties committed themselves to negotiating an international regime on access to and benefit sharing from the use of genetic resources by 2010.  For this target to be reached there will need to be substantial progress made at COP 9. 
II. WWF POSITIONS ON SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEMS
The following section provides an overview of WWF’s positions on specific agenda items.  More detailed positions, including draft text, will be made available to CBD Focal Points by 30 April.

1. Agricultural biodiversity (Agenda Item 3.1)

The CBD’s Programme of Work on agricultural biodiversity will be reviewed by COP 9. It will base its decision on recommendation XIII/1 of SBSTTA 13. See page 23 of SBSTTA 13 report.
1.1 Bioenergy

There is an additional Note by the Executive Secretary on biofuels “The potential Impacts of Biofuels on Biodiversity” and the issue will also be considered under Forest biodiversity. 

See also SBSTTA recommendation XII/7 on page 35 of the SBSTTA 12 report.
Bioenergy clearly has serious implications for biodiversity and the Convention should be involved in global discussions on this issue. The Convention also needs to deal with the implications of bioenergy on biodiversity in its programmes of work starting with the programmes of work on forest and agricultural biodiversity which will be given in-depth consideration at COP 9.

WWF urges Parties to ensure that: 

· The CBD endorses strong principles for the sustainable production, trade and consumption of biofuels that cover both social and environmental issues (principles are outlined in the WWF position paper on Bioenergy);

· The CBD supports the development of non-protectionist, transparent standards at the global level, such as the standards developed by the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels
;

· The CBD works with other intergovernmental bodies and other key actors on bioenergy to develop coherent and coordinated measures, based on relative competence and expertise to minimize the negative impacts of bioenergy production; 

· Biofuels are addressed under all relevant programmes of work including the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity (see Agenda Item 3.4 below). 

1.2 Protecting Crop Wild Relatives

WWF calls on the COP to: 

· Adopt measures to ensure the engagement of ministries of food and agriculture as well as the food industry in efforts to ensure that their activities do not endanger biodiversity.

· Take urgent action to identify and protect priority areas for Crop Wild Relatives at the international, regional and national level by: 

(i) Highlighting and targeting centers of genetic crop diversity through the employment of an inventory and mapping of centers of high diversity; 

(ii) Implementing measures to improve management processes for maintaining genetic crop diversity, and increase knowledge of taxonomic, genetic and ecogeographic knowledge.

2. Implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (Agenda Item 3.2)

COP will review the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation and make a decision on improving its implementation. Its decision will be based on the recommendation XII/2 of SBSTTA 12. See page 25 of the SBSTTA 12 report. 
International Standard for Sustainable Wild Collection of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (ISSC-MAP) 

The German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation BfN, The International Union for Conservation of Nature. (IUCN/SSC Medicinal Plant Specialist Group), WWF and TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, have developed an International Standard for the Sustainable Wild Collection of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (ISSC-MAP). Designed for use by governments, NGOs, IGOs and companies seeking to promote sustainable and equitable use of wild medicinal and aromatic plants, this standard can make an important contribution to delivery of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC), particularly its targets for sustainable livelihoods based on indigenous and local knowledge, innovations and practices (13) and plant-based products derived from sustainably managed resources (12). 

ISSC-MAP is available here.
WWF urges Parties to: 

1. strengthen activities for achieving enhanced implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation at international and national level as a contribution to achieving the 2010 Biodiversity Target; 
2. initiate the development of a medium term strategy;
3. incorporate the ISSC-MAP into the toolkit (to be developed in pursuance of paragraph 7 of decision VII/10), that describes inter alia tools and experiences that can help enhance national, subregional and regional implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation; and
4. recommend the use of ISSC-MAP by governments, NGOs, IGOs and companies seeking to promote sustainable and equitable use of wild medicinal plants.

3. Forest Biodiversity (Agenda Item 3.4)
The CBD’s Programme of Work on forest biodiversity will be reviewed by COP 9. It will base its decision on recommendation XIII/2 of SBSTTA 13. See page 31 of SBSTTA 13 report.
While the programme of work is a good basis for forest conservation WWF is concerned that it lacks clear targets and that it is not being implemented by governments. 

WWF urges Parties to:

1. adopt time-bound targets 

a) develop and implement national strategies to achieve zero net annual deforestation by 2020; and 

b) increase forest cover and quality by 2050 beyond that which existed in 2000.

2. ensure that projects intended to reduce GHG emissions from deforestation and forest degradation are guided by clear standards that achieve environmental and social co-benefits and that carbon accounting practices are transparent, valid and subject to verification;

3. ensure that biofuel strategies are a part of a comprehensive energy policy, which, as a first priority, seeks to reduce energy and transport fuel demand and improve energy efficiency; and, as a second priority, integrates biodiversity concerns (see agenda item 3.1 above);
4. address the direct and indirect negative impacts from production and consumption of bioenergy, have on forest ecosystems and people, and ensure that guidelines or standards for the production of bioenergy, in particular biofuels, take the negative impacts into account;

5. develop and promote climate change forest adaptation principles and strategies  such as creating adequate protected area systems, buffer zones and corridors and preventing maladaptation practices having negative impacts on forest biodiversity and on indigenous peoples and local communities;
6. combat illegal logging and related trade, in close co-operation with other relevant global and regional processes including the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), and members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), the G8 and CITES; 

7. initiate and/or further engage in approaches based on voluntary partnership agreements such as the EU Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan, or initiate similar approaches based on other regional FLEG-processes and seek synergies and coherence amongst those, and to also consider using additional WTO-compatible FLEGT options to eliminate illegal logging and related trade; 

8. support and initiate transparent and participatory land-use planning processes as a practical application of the ecosystem approach, to achieve optimal distribution of natural forests, plantations, agricultural areas, urban areas and other land-uses in a given landscape;

9. fully support implementation of the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas and provide adequate resources for achieving its fast approaching 2010 targets;

10. recognise the positive role of market-based certification schemes and responsible public procurement policies for reducing deforestation and forest degradation, including promoting the use of legally and sustainably produced timber and/or forest products and other products and commodities, such as bio-energy, which might cause forest conversion and degradation, and encourage parties to develop, adopt and promote such measures; 

11. engage banking regulatory bodies to develop mandatory guidelines for the responsible investment in those sectors that affect deforestation and forest degradation; 

12. increase consumer awareness, and take measures to address the impacts of their unsustainable consumption patterns on the world's forest biodiversity; and
13. ensure that all forest activities fully integrate implementation of Article 8(j) of the CBD on knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles.

4. Incentive measures (Agenda item 3.5)

COP will undertake an in-depth review of work on the incentive measures.
WWF believes that the CBD should play a role in redirecting perverse subsidies so that they support biodiversity conservation as part of the Strategy for Resource Mobilization. See Agenda Item 3.8.
5.  In-depth Review of the Application of the Ecosystem Approach (Agenda Item 3.6)

COP will review the application of the Ecosystem Approach and make a decision on improving its implementation. Its decision will be based on the recommendation XII/1 of SBSTTA 12. See page 22 of the SBSTTA 12 report. 
The Ecosystem Approach (EA) is the main framework for implementing the CBD (it should be the basis for implementing all CBD programmes of work). WWF strongly encourages use of as it promotes transboundary cooperation and the engagement of all relevant sectors and stakeholders including social and economic.  There are many tools for promoting the application of EA including: Ecoregion-based Conservation, Integrated River Basin Management, integrated landscape approaches and Ecosystem-Based Management for fisheries. EA is also the basis of the ‘Mountains to the Sea’ framework developed by WWF for simplifying the CBD’s many programmes of work. 

Mountains to the Sea Implementation Planning Framework 

The ‘Mountains to the Sea’ Implementation Planning Framework (IPF) has been designed to serve the dual purpose of operationalising the Ecosystem Approach and streamlining the increasingly complex task of applying CBD’s thematic and cross-cutting programmes of work. It has been presented at various CBD meetings and has received favourable responses from both Parties and NGOs.  COP 8 noted ‘the “Mountains to Sea” initiative of WWF-International as a useful contribution to assist Parties in a more coherent implementation of the CBD at the national level using the ecosystem approach’ (Decision VII/20). For more information, look here.
WWF Urges Parties to: 

1. Reaffirm the Ecosystem Approach as the primary framework for action under the Convention (Decision II/8, paragraph 1); 

2. Ensure adequate support for implementation of the Ecosystem Approach via capacity building, tools and methodologies and case studies;
3. Promote implementation of the Ecosystem Approach with integration of full climate adaptation and mitigation concerns;

4. Recognise the merit of the ‘Mountains to the Sea’ IPF and to recommend its further, and more detailed consideration by the Convention.
5. Promote the pilot testing of the ‘Mountains to the Sea’ IPF in the context of the implementation of the CBD, e.g., as a framework to facilitate compliance with CBD reporting requirements, to support progress monitoring at the project level, to provide a logical structure for the preparation and revision of NBSAPs, etc. 

6. Report back to the Secretariat, with a view to feeding useful information to the Sourcebook, on lessons learned and experience gained in the concrete application of the ‘Mountains to the Sea’ IPF.
6. Progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan and progress towards the 2010 target and relevant Millennium Development Goals (Agenda item 3.7)

COP will undertake an  in-depth review of the implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan focusing on: (i) financial resources, capacity-building, and transfer of technology; and (ii) the status of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and the extent to which biodiversity has been effectively integrated into relevant sectors. 

COP will base its decision on the annex to recommendation 2/1 (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/4) of the Working Group on Review of Implementation .
COP will also consider reviewing and updating the Strategic Plan which contains the 2010 Target based on the document. 
6.1 Implementation of the Convention and its Strategic Plan 

The Note of the Executive Secretary (UNEP/CBD/COP/9//14) makes the following observations: 
· That there is no evidence of a reversal or slowing down of the rate of biodiversity loss and that the two indicators for which new data is available (Living Planet Index and the Ecological Footprint – up to 2003) show continuing negative trends.

· “many of the drivers of biodiversity loss appear to be increasing in intensity: the fourth assessment report of the UNFCCC and other recent scientific studies show that climate change is now considered to be a greater threat to biodiversity than was the case when the MA and GBO-2 were prepared; reports indicate a continuing worsening status of fisheries and marine ecosystems ; and incentives from mainly developed countries for greater use of biofuels has added to pressures for land use change.”

· The range of stakeholders involved in the preparation of National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) is often not adequate to ensure mainstreaming of biodiversity beyond the environment community; 

· the most widespread constraints to the implementation of the Convention are “lack of financial, human and technical resources” and “lack of economic incentive measures”; and
· only one fifth of reporting countries have conducted a review of how their national budgets (including official development assistance) support national biodiversity activities.
In conclusion, the 2010 Biodiversity Target is not being met and it appears likely that the rate of biodiversity loss is increasing as the intensity of drivers of this loss is increasing.  The key constraints appear to be lack of resources and economic incentive measures as well as poor mainstreaming of biodiversity beyond the environment community.  It is clear that governments are not on track to meet the 2010 target and that ministries of environment cannot reverse this trend without the support of the highest level government.
There is a clear rational for the engagement of government at the highest level in the implementation of the Convention because biodiversity underpins key services necessary for human wellbeing and security: food, water, health, and safety.

WWF calls on the CBD to urgently develop an action plan to support national efforts to engage governments at the highest level in the conservation, sustainable use and equitable sharing of benefits.  

WWF calls on governments to:   
1. Develop joint biodiversity protection implementation plans between environment, agriculture, food, water, finance and health ministries in order to take urgent action to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010;
2. Urgently implement the Convention on Biological Diversity Programme of Work on Protected Areas prioritizing the protection of areas that are important for food security, water supply, medicine and disaster mitigation;
3. Implement incentive and financing measures that support the establishment and maintenance of protected areas;
4. Accelerate the development and adoption of an international regime on the equitable sharing of benefits from the utilization of genetic resources by 2010;
5. Take account of the true cost of ecosystem services in national budgets and adopt national indicators that measure the state of biodiversity and pressures on natural ecosystems;
6. Ensure and enshrine good environmental governance as a cornerstone for all CBD and biodiversity and environmental management; and 

7. Fully integrate climate change adaptation and mitigation concerns across all ministries and sectors with particular focus to ministries of finance and the environment and integrate with CBD concerns into national and regional development plans and activities.
6.2 Updating and Revision of the Strategic Plan

WWF believes that efforts should be focused on the achievement of the 2010 Biodiversity Target and that discussion of a post-2010 Plan is premature; 

Any revised target should be based on a thorough review of progress towards the 2010 Biodiversity Target and this will not be possible until after the end of 2010; 

The CBD paper on Reviewing and Updating the Strategic Plan (UNEP/CBD/COP/9//14/Add 1) notes that:  

· few countries have established national targets within the framework of goals, targets and indicators established by the CBD to implement the 2010 target; 

· according to the 3rd national reports the most widespread constraints to the implementation of the Convention are “lack of financial, human and technical resources” and “lack of economic incentive measures”.
WWF calls on Parties to accelerate implementation of the Strategic Plan by establishing national targets and allocating sufficient financial, human and technical resources.

7. Financial Resources and the Financial Mechanism (Agenda item 3.8)

COP will undertake an in-depth review of the availability of financial resources, including through the financial mechanism (GEF). See here.

Based on the review the CBD Secretariat has developed a draft strategy for resource mobilization.
COP will also transmit a message to the International Conference on Financing for Development.
Funding for biodiversity conservation is one of the critical issues that will be addressed by COP9. Discussions about the lack of adequate funding and what to do to increase it pervades the entire COP9 agenda -- particularly item 3.5 (incentive measures); item 3.7. (progress in implementation); item 3.8 (financial resources); item 4.7 (protected areas); and item 4.13 (cooperation with other conventions).
WWF believes that COP 9 needs to adopt an innovative Resource Mobilization Strategy that fosters new commitments from all Parties to mobilize additional resources from international and domestic sources as well as by developing innovative financing mechanisms. Otherwise, biodiversity will continue to be lost and the 2010 Biodiversity Target will not be met. 

WWF call on Parties to support a CBD Resource Mobilization Strategy that: 

· Has concrete funding targets and timelines for all Parties;
· Fosters additional and innovative financial commitments from developed counties to support the implementation of the CBD objectives in developing countries; 
· Identifies a set of innovative financial mechanisms that the CBD recommends to its Parties;
· Assigns clear institutional responsibilities, including a more pro-active role for the CBD in the search of more funding for biodiversity;
· Encourages and acknowledges Parties that are willing to make commitments of additional funding and develop new and innovative financing mechanisms; 
· Promotes mechanisms that respond to nationally and regionally identified priorities for biodiversity and include good governance principles for participation and transparency; and
· Includes a mechanism to effectively monitor implementation.
A WWF Position Paper is being developed which will have specific suggestions of language for the COP9 decision on the Strategy for resource mobilization in support of the achievement of the Convention’s objectives based on the Secretariat’s document (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/16/Add.1) available here 
8. Access and Benefit Sharing (Agenda Item 4.1)

At COP 8 in 2006 the CBD Parties committed themselves to negotiating an international regime on access to and benefit sharing from the use of genetic resources by 2010.  For this target to be reached there will need to be substantial progress made at COP 9.
9. Biodiversity and climate change (Agenda Item 4.5) 

COP will base its decision on recommendation XIII/6 of SBSTTA 13. See page 53 of SBSTTA 13 report. 
9.1 Climate Change and the CBD

Climate change is happening now and nature is already experiencing and will continue to experience substantial impacts. The IPCC WG 2 fourth report highlights that above a 2 degrees Celsius global temperature rise, we are set to lose between 25-40% of our world’s biodiversity with catastrophic and far reaching impacts on ecosystem and societal wellbeing.  The world is already locked into global warming increases of between 1.6-1.8 degrees and time is running out fast to keep us below 2 degrees.  Whether one looks at coral reefs, mangroves, arctic areas or montane regions, climate change is significantly altering relationships among species, affecting individual species and whole ecosystems while exacerbating other stressors and drivers of biodiversity loss.  Healthy ecosystems are more resilient to climate change and provide a first line of defense for the world’s poor, acting as a buffer and a resource base against the impacts of climate change. 

Protected area management must become a progressive part of natural resource otherwise biodiversity and human communities will ultimately fail.
Conservation practitioners can take action to increase the likelihood of successful adaptation of ecological systems and the species that depend on them to withstand the impacts of climate change (resistance) as well as to recover from those impacts (resilience).  If Parties are serious about meeting the 2010 Biodiversity Target, climate change needs to be thoroughly integrated into the CBD and all activities aimed at supporting biological diversity, and conversely, the CBD’s three objectives must be integrated into UNFCCC and other MEA agreements.
9.2 Climate change Adaptation and Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD)

Climate change is a major threat to biodiversity but biodiversity can also play a role in adapting to and mitigating climate change. Healthy ecosystems are more resilient to climate change and are critical to assisting societies adapt to the effects of climate change.  Forests and peatlands also store large amounts of carbon.  The international community has committed resources for climate change Adaptation and for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) (following UNFCCC COP decisions, in Bali in 2007).  Both REDD and Adaptation initiatives, if effectively designed, will clearly benefit biodiversity conservation and human societies. For this to happen: 
· the three objectives of the convention must be taken into account in all projects intended to adapt to climate change at national and global level undertaken by other international agreements, multilateral organizations, and national institutions; and 
· projects aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation must be guided by clear standards that achieve environmental and social co-benefits, and that carbon accounting practices are transparent, valid and subject to verification.
WWF urges COP 9 to call on UNFCCC to establish a Joint Expert Working Group between the UNFCCC and CBD to examine, report and demonstrate the role of biodiversity in climate change and to develop a joint programme of work which would inter alia:

· Inform the UNFCCC Nairobi work programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change; 

· Identify issues that need to be investigated by the IPCC, for example, a special report on the role of biodiversity for climate change adaptation and mitigation; 

· Inform the development of clear standards for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation; 
· Integrate biodiversity protection into mainstream UNFCCC policy making processes and work streams.
· Develop governance principles and joint arrangements for the work of the UNFCCC so that the Climate Convention receives guidance on biodiversity protection beyond its core mission of implementing strong climate mitigation and adaptation objectives.
· Develop mechanisms to deliver on co-benefits between the conventions.
10. Protected Areas (Agenda item 4.7)

COP will review implementation of the programme of work and mobilize financial resources for its implementation based on the recommendations of the Working Group on Protected Areas: 

See here. 
WWF’s Protected Areas for a Living Planet programme is working with governments, donors and other stakeholder to implement the programme of work on protected areas in 28 countries in Central Asia, Europe, and West Africa. See: www.panda.org/PA4lp
10.1 Mobilizing Financial Resources

WWF believes that without new commitments from Parties at COP 9 to mobilize additional resources and develop innovative financial mechanisms biodiversity will continue to be lost and the CBD’s 2010 Biodiversity Target will not be met.  WWF would like to stress that any innovative financial mechanism, if successful, will complement but will NOT replace more traditional mechanisms such as public funding, voluntary contributions and tourism.  WWF urges the COP to define a robust framework for mobilizing financial resources including:

· concrete funding targets and timelines, 

· a set of specific innovative financial mechanisms for development, 

· definition of the tasks required of the Working Group on Protected Areas and the Executive Secretary to effectively develop specific innovative financial mechanisms and monitor progress towards set targets. 

10.2 Review of Implementation of the Programme of Work 

WWF welcomes the work accomplished by some Parties in implementing the PoWPA and urges those Parties who have not lived up to their commitments to take urgent action to meet the targets of the PoWPA. WWF has developed a tracking tool to review implementation of the PoWPA and initial results show three key areas where additional work is required: 1) assessment of ecosystem services; 2) access and equitable sharing of positive benefits with indigenous peoples and local communities (Programme Element 2 of the PoWPA) and 3) the development and implementation of sustainable financing plans.
To enhance implementation WWF urges the COP to: 

· urge Parties to prioritize the protection of areas that are important for food security, water supply, medicine and disaster mitigation by engaging in Joint Programmes of Work with agriculture, food, water, finance and health ministries;
· endorse the Lifeweb Initiative promoted by the Government of Germany and other countries and urge Parties and other relevant organizations to actively participate and implement this initiative. The initiative should promote effective protected area systems with the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities and promoting equity and benefit sharing. Developing countries should identify protected areas in need of donor funding and developed countries should select sites for funding; 
· urge Parties to establish multi-stakeholder coordination committees at the national and ecoregional level with the involvement of indigenous and local communities as well as other relevant stakeholders (in accordance with PoWPA Goals 1.3 and 2.2) based on the experience gained by existing mechanisms around the globe; 
· Accelerate activities to meet targets in the PoWPA concerning: 1) assessment of ecosystem services; 2) access and equitable sharing of positive benefits with indigenous peoples and local communities (Programme Element 2 of the PoWPA) and 3) the development and implementation of sustainable financing plans.
· promote the active engagement of donors in the implementation of the PoWPA;

· promote the engagement of additional government sectors in the implementation of the PoWPA;

· ensure that Parties report effectively to the CBD Secretariat on PoWPA implementation.
11. Biodiversity of Inland Water Ecosystems (Agenda item 4.8)

COP will consider recommendation XIII/4 of SBSTTA 13 and the Doc. UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/4, discussing the role of watercourses conventions in implementing the programme of work on inland waters biodiversity, in regards to the allocation and management of transboundary waters for maintaining ecological functions. See page 48 of SBSTTA 13 report.

WWF has been working with various partners and in several countries to raise awareness on the value of the UN Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (UN Watercourses Convention) and to investigate its relevance and applicability in different regions. More information can be found at www.panda.org/freshwater/unconventions.

In 2006, COP-8 adopted Decision VIII/27, under the work programme on invasive alien species, urging the world’s nations to ratify and implement the UN Watercourses Convention. In this context, WWF

· Invites CBD Parties to assess the national and regional applicability and relevance of the UN Watercourses Convention, to contribute to the convention’s entry into force, and to promote its implementation.
· Calls on COP to reiterate its 2006 call on further ratifications, urging CBD Parties to accede to/ratify and implement the UN Watercourses Convention, as a necessary legal and policy framework for enabling the conservation and sustainable use of inland Waters biodiversity in international watercourses. 

A COP call on further ratifications and implementation of the UN Watercourses Convention in the broader context of the CBD Programme of Work on Inland Waters Biodiversity would be coherent with the convention’s wide-ranging scope, which goes far beyond invasive species. The call would also support ongoing multi-stakeholder efforts to raise awareness on the importance of cooperation between watercourse states and on the convention’s role in that regard. The decision in question would not affect a country’s sovereign right to choose not to become a party to the UN Watercourses Convention.

12. Marine & Coastal Biodiversity (Agenda item 4.9)

While the CBD cannot establish marine protected areas on the high seas, it can provide scientific advice on the selection of sites. Criteria for the selection of sites and a biogeographic classification system have been developed by expert workshops and COP will decide if these should be adopted.  It will base its decision on recommendation XIII/3 of SBSTTA 13. See page 37 of SBSTTA 13 report. 
Given the overall purpose of the Programme of Work on Protected Areas ( ‘…. to support the establishment and maintenance by 2010 for terrestrial and by 2012 for marine areas of comprehensive, effectively managed and ecologically representative national and regional systems of protected areas that collectively inter alia through a global network contribute to achieving the three objectives of the Convention….’) adopted by Parties at COP 7 in Kuala Lumpur, Parties are committed to establishing systems of marine protected areas in areas beyond national jurisdiction by 2012.

Therefore WWF urges COP 9 to ensure, by 2012, the establishment of a representative network of marine protected areas (MPAs) in areas beyond national jurisdiction by: 

· adopting the "ecological criteria and biogeographic classification systems for marine areas in need of protection" 
· adopting the “scientific guidance for designing representative networks of marine protected areas”
· adopting the “ four initial steps to be taken in the development of representative Networks of Marine Protected Areas”
· urging Parties to apply those criteria, guidance and initial steps
· urging Parties and other Governments to accelerate their efforts and increase collaboration and capacity-building among existing bodies
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� The Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels is currently the only global multi-stakeholder initiative for the development of biofuel standards.
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