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Why we are here.

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and

to buid a future in wich humans live in harmony with nature.

www.panda.org/vietnam

WWF in Vietnam

Vietnam lies in the Greater Mekong region, 

one of the biologically richest areas on the 

planet, which supports the livelihoods and 

well being of millions of people in mainland

Southeast Asia. WWF-Vietnam, part of 

WWF-Greater Mekong, is working to conserve

the region's biodiversity and build a secure and

sustainable future for its people.

Vietnam - a quick glance

Vietnam, a vast country

with rich cultural

and ecological

diversity, stretches

across a land area of

330,541 km2. Mountain ranges,

rainforests, tropical evergreen

forests, limestone forests, dry

forests, deltaic mangroves,

sandy coasts and high 

sub-alpine scrub

make up the

landscape of

this country.

The diversity

in landforms

is thanks to

a wide

range in 

altitude and

latitude and makes

for a unique wealth of

species richness. Two major

river deltas, Red River in the north

and the Mekong Delta in the south, are

crucial for the production of rice and aquaculture

in the country. 

WWF-Vietnam’s staff and volunteers cycling to promote the Earth Hour campaign 2012
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Establishing the Global Forest and Trade Network

in Vietnam (GFTN Vietnam)

Launched in November 2005, GFTN Vietnam aims to make

the timber trade more sustainable and legal by working

with companies to improve forest management and aiding

them to meet with FSC standards for certification, whilst

providing these companies with access to buyers of their

certified wood. To date, GFTN Vietnam has 13 members

including 12 timber processors/traders and one forest

member.

Supporting Climate Change Adaptation 

As a key priority in the new strategic plan of WWF-Greater

Mekong, WWF-Vietnam's climate change work is focused on:

l Protecting and maintaining the diversity and health of

ecosystems in order to maximise ecological resilience

to climate change.  

l Promoting a low carbon, clean development path for

Vietnam by introduction of energy efficient and renewable

energy measures in natural resource based productions

and for communities living in the buffer zone of protected

areas. WWF-Vietnam is also working to raise the public

and private sector awareness about the importance of

and ways to reduce green house gas.

Wildlife Trade Campaign

In order to stem the poaching crisis and strengthen, elevate

and accelerate Vietnam's efforts to stop the country's illegal

trade in, and consumption of rhino horn, WWF-Vietnam

and TRAFFIC-GMP are launching a campaign in support of

WWF's global illegal wildlife campaign. The campaign aims

to secure a public commitment and an action plan from the

Government that will: shut down the illegal rhino horn

trade to and within Vietnam; reduce consumption of rhino

horn through public awareness raising; and secure a 

commitment of Government to lead a demand reduction

programme and boost enforcement activities, including

seizures and prosecutions.

Green Office

The Green Office is a practical environmental initiative,

designed to help work places reduce their burden on the

environment, achieve savings and slow down climate

change. The targets of the Green Office programme are to

reduce consumption of natural resources by improving the

environmental efficiency of offices, to educate employees in

sustainable practice by increasing environmental awareness,

and to promote climate change mitigation through energy

saving and use of renewable energy resources.

These targets are achieved through the implementation of

a simple environmental management system, which helps

to guide staff in the implementation of the programme. 

About WWF-Vietnam office

Number of staff of WWF-Vietnam is 65. The head office is

in Hanoi. In addition, there are six field offices set up in

the three landscapes: Central Annamites (Quang Tri,

Quang Nam and Thua Thien Hue provinces), Southern

Annamites (Lam Dong province) and Mekong Delta (Ho

Chi Minh city and Can Tho city).



OUR SOLUTIONS

From 2011 onward, as part of WWF-Greater Mekong, WWF-Vietnam is implementing the following strategies:

l Securing landscape integrity and climate change resilience;

l Ensuring sustainable hydropower development;

l Strengthening law enforcement and protected area management;

l Securing sufficient sustainable and leveraged financing for conservation.

To enable these strategic activities, WWF-Vietnam is working accross three priority landscapes namely the Southern Annamites, the

Mekong Delta and the Central Annamites. 

Dominated by the Dalat Plateau in the south of Vietnam, the

Southern Annamites are the geographical transition zone from

the Central Highlands down to the Mekong River delta, where

lies one of eight Man and Biosphere Reserves of Vietnam, the

Dong Nai Reserve. The landscape is

home to a number of large mammals

such as gaurs, bantengs, tigers, 

elephants and bears. A subspecies of the recently extinct Javan

rhino also lived there. Many other rare and endemic species

include the yellow-cheeked crested gibbon, grey-crowned crocias,

collared laughingthrush, and an endemic pine tree found only in

the Dalat Plateau.

Over the past 15 years, WWF has put in a great deal to conserve

the biodiversity of Cat Tien National Park (CTNP), as well as,

other high conservation valued forests and endangered species in

the landscape. Reintroduction of the endangered Siam crocodiles

to the recognised Ramsar site Bau Sau within the CTNP marked a

crucial milestone. 

Current activities include:

- Monitoring and supporting the community-based 

ecotourism models in Cat Tien National Park, in terms of

their environmental and socio-economic effectiveness;

- Developing community based ecotourism model in Bidoup

Nui Ba National Park;

- Strengthening local capacity on biodiversity conservation

and forest management in the landscape for the protection

and conservation of forested corridors between the 

biodiversity hotspots; 

- Promoting sustainable agriculture (cashew, cocoa) and 

agro-forestry production.

As a country experiencing rapid development, Vietnam is

dealing with the thorny issue of harmonising socio-economic

development with wildlife conservation.

Inadequate protection

Protected areas in Vietnam continue to be degraded because

they are inadequately protected due to a shortage of funding

and poor management. The crucial ecosystems are left vulnerable

to threats such as illegal logging, targeted poaching and human

encroachment. Poor communities living in or adjacent to 

protected areas are often responsible for forest degradation as

they exploit the forests for traditional purposes, food and other

products. There are often no alternative and more 

sustainable options.

Population pressure

Vietnam is the 8th most populous country in Asia and 14th in

the world. This means a growing demand on the country's

natural resources. It also excacerbates other problems such

as pollution, disease and poverty.

Deforestation

Deforestation continues at an alarming rate in Vietnam. 

Even the most remote hilly areas and lush forests, important

to watersheds, have been deforested or degraded in the last

decade, worsening the impacts of floods and droughts. 

Climate change

The Greater Mekong region is one of the most vulnerable

places on earth to the impacts of climate change. In Vietnam,

coastal areas and the Mekong and Red River deltas, have been

measured as highly sensitive to the changes predicted. Climate

change worsens existing and projected threats affecting the

people, biodiversity and natural resources of Vietnam; loss of

biodiversity and ecosystems will hinder the current substantial

economic growth and development of the country.

Unsustainable practices

Eleven hydropower dams are planned for the mainstream of

the Mekong River in order to meet growing energy demands.

Many of these will be built in WWF priority landscapes. If any

of these are built, the Mekong will be changed forever.

Unsustainable hydropower development represents one of the

most devastating threats to conservation efforts in the region,

with impacts on biodiversity, habitats, fisheries, and livelihoods. 

The growth of export driven agriculture also poses a significant

threat to biodiversity in the Greater Mekong region. In Vietnam,

clearance of natural habitats for crops such as coffee and

cashew, as well as, the unsustainable practices used by farmers

has had devastating effects on forest and forest dependent species

and caused agricultural problems such as soil erosion. 

Illegal Wildlife Trade

Vietnam is one of the major consumer markets for endangered

species products. Renewed interest in traditional medicines

based on beliefs in various myths of the curative properties of

animal products and a rising prestige attached to the consumption

of wild animal goods are both contributing factors to Vietnam's

growing responsibility in the global illegal wildlife trade industry.

The growing illegal trade in endangered species, alongside 

habitat destruction, is threatening to destroy Vietnam's rich 

biological heritage, with many species heading towards the

same fate as the Javan rhino, which became locally extinct in

2010. Vietnam serves not only as a source country for wildlife

products traded illegally on the global market, but also as a

transit country for illegal trade of threatened and valuable

species in demand throughout the region.

Eco-tourism activities are important to conservation in the Southern Annamites
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A fish farmer feeds 
the Pangasius fish in the Mekong Delta

Saola - a Central Annamites 

flagship species, found in Vietnam in 1992

The Mekong Delta is one of the largest and most fertile deltas in

Asia and indeed in the world. It covers about 4 million hectares

across 13 of Vietnam's provinces and currently supports a 

population of about 18 million people. The delta is home to a very

high diversity of species, including 23 mammal, 386 bird, 260

fish and 6 reptile and amphibian species. The Mekong Delta is

famous for a range of habitats including rivers, freshwater 

wetlands, mangroves, grasses, riparian vegetation, paddy land

and peatlands. One of these habitats is the unique Plain of Reeds

landscape where Tram Chim National park, which recently

became the 1st ever Ramsar site in the Mekong Delta and the 4th

site in Vietnam, can be found. Many of the delta's wildlife are 

listed in the IUCN red list, including the Mekong giant catfish,

giant barb and the Sarus crane, the world's tallest flying bird.

The delta is of great economic importance to Vietnam and is the

country's most productive aquaculture and agricultural area. It is

remarkable that the delta covers just 12% of the total area of the

country but contributes significantly to the national GDP yearly. 

Current activities include: 

- Promotion of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture through

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and Aquaculture

Stewardship Council (ASC) certification;

- Restoration of natural wetland habitats and promotion of

more Ramsar sites;

- Reduction of climate change impacts  through ecosystem

based adaptation;

- Enhancing policy advocacy and stakeholder participation in

decision making processes through forums and dialogues
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A forest corner in the Central Annamites

The Central Annamites Biodiversity Conservation Initiative is the first

of its kind in Vietnam in that it provides a strategy for conservation at

the landscape level. 

The flora and fauna of the Central Annamites landscape is extremely

diverse, comprised of tropical evergreen forest and sub-tropical evergreen

forest. These forests have remained stable during major global climatic

changes and geologic upheavals, thereby providing refuge to a unique

assemblage of endemic and endangered species like the saola, tiger,

elephant, large-antlered muntjac, red-shanked douc, Edwards's pheasant,

and the white-cheecked crested gibbon.

Conservation of this landscape and southern Laos is directly linked to

its value to the economies of Vietnam and Laos. The ecosystem services

the area provides in the form of climate regulation, erosion control

and the generation of clean water are critical and irreplaceable to the

resource based economies of the two nations. 

Current activities include: 

- Conserving critically endangered/endemic species such as the

saola - a Central Annamites and southern Lao flagship 

species - through effective protected area management and 

community engagement; 

- Promoting forest restoration and responsible forest management

by increasing local commitment, capacity and driving Forest

Stewardship Council (FSC) certification;

- Minimising the illegal use of forests and implementing a Reducing

Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) pilot;

- Reducing poaching, trade and consumption of wildlife, together

with improving the livelihoods of local communities;

- Improving the sustainability of rattan through effective community

management and the promotion of FSC certification;

- Enhancing forest and species protection by applying a co-management

model. Guards are recruited, trained and managed by WWF in

close cooperation with the protected area management board.

Sarus cranes in Tram Chim National Park
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