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Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Eighth meeting Curitiba, 20-31 March 2006
Implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, cross-sectoral integration of biodiversity concerns, and options for the provision of increased technical support (Agenda Item 20.2)
	Summary

WWF believes that one of the most important challenges facing the Convention is the integration of biodiversity conservation into efforts to alleviate poverty under the Millennium Development Goals.
WWF urges COP to:

1. Ensure that the link between biodiversity, poverty alleviation and development is adequately addressed in the: 

(i) in-depth review of the implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan; 

(ii) in-depth review of national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

(iii) form and scope of guidance for the development and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and cross-sectoral integration

2. Urge Parties to forge clear and practical links between the implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers and/or other planning and strategy tools to guide development investment.
3. Request the Executive Secretary to urgently address the development of the indicator ‘Health and well-being of communities who depend directly on local ecosystem goods and services’
.


1. Background 
WWF welcomes the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention to: 

· establish the review of implementation of the Convention as a standing item on the COP agenda; and 

· undertake an in-depth review of the implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan at COP 9; 
WWF also welcomes the work of the CBD Secretariat to prepare: 

· An outline of issues to be addressed by the in-depth review of national biodiversity strategies and action plans; and

· A proposal on the form and scope of guidance for the development and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and cross-sectoral integration.
2. Integrating Biodiversity into Development 
One of the most important challenges facing the Convention is the integration of biodiversity conservation into efforts to alleviate poverty under the Millennium Development Goals.

WWF believes that priority attention should be given to this issue in the outline of issues to be addressed by the in-depth review of national biodiversity strategies and action plans; and the proposal on the form and scope of guidance for the development and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and cross-sectoral integration. 

3. Demonstrating the Link Between Biodiversity into Development
To support the integration of biodiversity into development, Parties will require solid examples of biodiversity and ecosystem services contributing to human well-being. These examples should be underpinned with robust indicators. Therefore the development of the indicator ‘Health and well-being of communities who depend directly on local ecosystem goods and services’ under the framework for monitoring progress and for reviewing the programmes of work of the Convention should be given urgent priority (see WWF Position Paper on Agenda Item 23). 

Development of the indicator ‘Health and well-being of communities who depend directly on local ecosystem goods and services’ should be clearly linked to work to review implementation of the Strategic Plan.  
4. Recommendation to COP 
See ‘Summary’ on page 1. 
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� see WWF Position Paper on Agenda Item 23 - Framework for Monitoring Progress in the Implementation of the Convention and Achievement of the 2010 Target  and the Review of the Thematic Programmes of Work. 
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