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HALF-WAY 
SUMMARY

This report comes roughly at the  
half-way mark of the seven-year  
Living Danube Partnership  
(2014–2021) – a rather unique, 
cross-sectoral partnership that 
brings together WWF, the  
Coca-Cola Foundation and the 
Coca-Cola system as well as the 
International Commission for  
the Protection of the Danube River 
(ICPDR) to promote the conservation 
and restoration of rivers and 
wetlands in the Danube basin.

In terms of river and wetland restoration, the best is yet  
to come. Projects are completed at three sites and another six  
are in various stages of development. Despite some delays, the 
current pipeline of projects is on track to deliver (according to 
preliminary estimates) 12.85 million m3 of water replenished 
by 2021 (versus 12 million m3 target) and 6,829 hectares of  
wetlands restored (versus 5,327 ha target). 

We are on track or have already exceeded our targets related to 
outreach and awareness raising. Through the Living Danube Tour 
travelling exhibition we have reached more than 75,250 of the 
120,000 people we plan to reach directly. Indirectly, via traditional 
and social media, we have reached over 9 million people to date, 
well in excess of our 5 million target. 

ALTHOUGH 
FRESHWATER 

WETLANDS COVER 
FAR LESS AREA 
 THAN OCEANS,  

THEY SUPPORT 30% 
OF ALL KNOWN 
 FISH SPECIES.

30%
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Perhaps most impressive is the leverage effect achieved  
by the partnership, which has been significantly greater than 
originally anticipated. Thanks to its long-term commitment and 
flexible approach, the partnership has helped raise an additional 
€7.65 million for wetland conservation and restoration directly,  
by co-financing EU-funded projects; and over €11.33 million 
indirectly, by providing for example staff time and support  
for development of further initiatives.

Sofia Kilifi 
Sustainability 
and Community 
Manager

Coca-Cola  
Central and Eastern 
Europe

Andreas Beckmann 
Managing  
Director

WWF International 
Danube-Carpathian 
Programme

Side-arm restoration in Croatia benefits wildlife,  
including rare species such as the Little tern.

©
 G

O
R

A
N

 S
A

R
A

FE
K

/W
W

F



WWF-DCP The Living Danube Partnership Report page 4

THE LIVING 
DANUBE 

PARTNERSHIP

The Living Danube Partnership 
is a unique, cross-sectoral 
partnership that brings together 
WWF, the Coca-Cola Foundation 
and the Coca-Cola system as well 
as the International Commission 
for the Protection of the Danube 
River (ICPDR) to promote the 
conservation and restoration of 
wetlands in the Danube basin.

Supported by a $4.4 million (€3.73 million) grant from  
The Coca-Cola Foundation, the seven-year partnership seeks 
to restore vital wetlands, rivers and floodplains along the River 
Danube and its tributaries, aiming to increase the river capacity  
by the equivalent of 4,800 Olympic sized swimming pools  
(12 million m3) and to restore over 7,422 football pitches  
worth of wetland habitat (53 km2) by 2020.

The partnership is working closely with local stakeholders  
and relevant authorities to connect river stretches or floodplains 
to the river system by opening dams, installing sluices for water 
retention or by improving water supply channels. At the same time, 
a regional movement is being created for wetland conservation  
and restoration, as well as good water stewardship.

4,800
OLYMPIC SIZED 

SWIMMING POOLS 
OF WATER

7,422
FOOTBALL PITCHES 

OF WETLANDS



80%
OF DANUBE BASIN 
WETLANDS HAVE  
BEEN LOST – AND  
WITH THEM MANY  
FISH POPULATIONS
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WHY 
WETLANDS?

Wetlands contribute in no small way 
to our quality of life – indeed, to our 
very survival. Few people realise the 
range of products and services that 
freshwater habitats like wetlands 
provide: not only food such as fish 
and rice, but also water purification, 
flood management, recreation, 
biomass and biodiversity.

These complex habitats act as giant sponges, soaking up rainfall 
and slowly releasing it over time. They also function as giant 
sewage treatment plants, absorbing chemicals, filtering pollutants 
and sediments, breaking down suspended solids and neutralising 
harmful bacteria. Not least, wetlands are the most biologically 
diverse ecosystems, home to a wide range of flora and fauna.

DANUBE WETLANDS
Passing through ten countries and draining nineteen, the Danube is 
the most international river basin in the world and a very significant 
lifeline for Europe. Approximately 83 million people live in the 
Danube River Basin and more than 20 million people depend 
directly on the Danube for their drinking water. The basin not only 
unifies and sustains a wealth of diverse cultures and traditions, but 
also supports unique wetland habitats like the Danube Delta and  
the Mura-Drava-Danube Biosphere Reserve are found here. 

However, over the past 150 years, the Danube basin and its wetlands 
have been much abused. Dikes, dams, cuts, bank fixation and 
dredging have modified large parts of the river system. More than 
80% of wetlands have been lost, and with them the ecosystem goods 
and services they provide. The effects have been wide-ranging and 
include plummeting fish and wildlife populations, decreases in water 
quality and damage to wetlands, which are no longer able to provide 
much needed biodiversity hotspots or to act as buffers to floodwaters. 

But things are changing. There is a growing appreciation of rivers 
and wetlands, and strong government commitments to not only 
conserving what remains, but also restoring what we have lost.

>1/2
SINCE 1900,  

MORE THAN HALF  
THE WORLD’S 

WETLANDS HAVE 
DISAPPEARED
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POLITICAL TAILWINDS
Over the past two to three decades, there has been growing 
appreciation of rivers, wetlands and ecosystems in the Danube 
basin. The International Commission for the Protection of the 
Danube River (ICPDR) and the EU Water Framework Directive 
have given the world’s most international river a framework for 
governance and integrated river basin management that is an 
example around the world. The Danube River Basin District 
Management Plan, which was officially adopted by Danube  
basin governments and the European Commission in 2015,  
aims to guide Danube governments to achieve “good ecological  
status or potential” for surface and groundwater bodies of the 
Danube basin and emphasizes the importance of river  
and wetland conservation and restoration.

Important frameworks also have been put in place for  
protecting and restoring the wetland jewels in the Danube basin. 
The Lower Danube Green Corridor, which the governments of 
Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine and Moldova pledged to establish 
in 2000, includes a commitment to restore 224,000 ha of former 
floodplain and wetland areas. The governments of Austria, Slovenia, 
Hungary, Croatia and Serbia have also committed themselves to 
establish the Mura-Drava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere 
Reserve, covering some 800,000 ha in  
the world’s first 5-country protected area.

The Garla Mare wetlands in Romania.
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WWF

WWF is working to protect freshwater 
ecosystems and improve water access, 
efficiency, and allocation for people 
and the environment – an essential 
component of saving most of WWF’s 
priority places and species and 
reducing the impact of humanity’s 
water footprint. An important 
focus for these efforts is conserving 
and restoring freshwater habitats, 
including wetlands. Many globally 
important wetlands are in the  
Danube basin. 

Goal:  
Freshwater ecosystems and their 
services sustain people and nature

Coca-Cola

The Coca-Cola system (the Company 
and its bottling partners) has 
committed to safely returning to 
communities and nature an amount 
of water equal to that used in their 
finished beverages by 2020. In order 
to do this, the company is supporting 
community and watershed projects 
across the world, in countries 
and territories where there is 
demonstrated need and where the 
company has the resources and 
partnership opportunities to make a 
lasting impact. The replenish projects 
the Coca-Cola system supports 
are focused on helping provide 
access to safe water and improved 
sanitation, protecting watersheds and 
providing water for productive use. 
The remainder of water used within 
their facilities and manufacturing 
process is returned to communities 
through treated wastewater.

Goal: 
By 2020, safely return to communities 
and nature an amount of water 
equal to what we use in our finished 
beverages.

A SHARED COMMITMENT TO  
PROTECTING AND RESTORING WETLANDS
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RIVER AND 
WETLAND 

RESTORATION

One focus of the Living Danube 
Partnership is on demonstrating 
the practicality and benefits of 
river and wetland restoration.

Although many of the Danube floodplains have been lost, on the 
middle and lower parts of the river in particular there are still 
large sections of free-flowing rivers, valuable  floodplains, islands, 
sidearms, oxbows and of course the Danube delta. Conditions 
are also favorable for restoring some of the wetland areas that 
have been lost – in many cases, restoration can be done relatively 
economically, and with the support of both political decision  
makers and local communities and landowners. 

Through the Living Danube Partnership, we have developed 
a pipeline of wetland restoration projects across six countries 
(Austria, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria).  
The projects are concentrated in and thus contribute to realising 
the Lower Danube Green Corridor (shared by Romania, Bulgaria, 
Moldova and Ukraine); and the Mura-Drava-Danube  
Transboundary Biosphere Reserve (shared by Austria,  
Slovenia, Hungary, Croatia and Serbia).

Progress to date

In terms of river and wetland restoration, the best is yet to come. 
River and wetland restoration projects are by their nature complex 
and need time to sort out technical challenges and align interests of 
land owners, land users and relevant authorities. So while projects 
have been completed at three  sites at Neusiedler See in Austria,  
on Danube tributaries in Bulgaria and Siroki Rit in Serbia, another 
six  are in various stages of development. Despite some delays,  
the current pipeline of projects is on track to deliver (according  
to preliminary estimates) 12.85 million m3 of water replenished  
by 2021 (versus 12 million m3 target) and 6,829 ha of wetlands  
restored (versus 5,327 ha target). 

≈6%
OF THE EARTH’S 

SURFACE IS COVERED 
BY WETLANDS
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Table: Living Danube Partnership – River and wetland restoration achievements to date and planned

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Forecast 
total

Original 
Target

Additional replenishment per year 
directly financed by the Living  
Danube Partnership (millions of m3)*

0.00 0.80 0.15 3.70 3.70 4.50

Total (cumulative) replenishment 
directly financed by the Living  
Danube Partnership (millions of m3)*

0.00 0.80 0.95 4.65 8.35 12.85 12.85 12.00

Additional hectares  
wetlands restored per year 400 53 176 3,700 2,500

Total (cumulative) hectares  
wetlands restored 400 453 629 4329 6,829 6,829 5,327

Number of wetland restoration  
projects completed 1 2 1 1 4 9 9

* Precise figures to be verified

12,85

6,829

Forecast 
Total

12,85

6,829

8,35

4,329

4,65

629

0,95

453

0,80

400

0

0

202020192018201720162015

12,00

5,327
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Target
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Figure River and wetland restoration projects 

NEUSIEDLER SEE 
2016

ŠIROKI 
RIT 

2017

BARCS OLD DRAVA 
2018

DRAVA RIVER 
SIDE ARMS 

2020

LANKÓC 
FLOODPLAIN 

2020

RUSENSKI LOM 
RIVER 
2017

GÂRLA MARE 
2020

PERSINA MARSH
KALIMOK MARSH 
2019

CETATE 
2020

0,8 
million m3

0,145 
million m3

7,4 
million m3

1,0 
million m3

replenish- 
ment not 
relevant

tbd 

?

tbd 

?

tbd 

?
3,5 

million m3

12,845 
million m3

Total 
projected amount of 
water replenishment 

directly financed by the 
Living Danube Partnership*

Field work completed
Expected

completion

Ongoing preparation of restoration
Field work partly ongoing

Beginning preparation of restoration
Preparations being finalised,
field work imminent

2021

20XX
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NEUSIEDLER SEE • AUSTRIA Neusiedler See National Park

Soda lakes are a rare type of wetland that support unusual  
wildlife, including seabirds many kilometers from the sea.  
In Europe, they only exist in the Pannonian Basin, stretching from 
eastern Austria across Hungary to Serbia. Hundreds of the lakes 
have lost their unique character due to man-made interventions, 
including drainage. By installing a system of sluices, the Danube 
Partnership has raised the level of groundwater, preventing some of 
the soda lakes from drying out. The successful project – the first to 
be completed under the Living Danube Partnership – has inspired 
local stakeholders to undertake additional interventions to save 
other soda lakes in the area.

ŠIROKI RIT • SERBIA Mura-Drava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere Reserve

Since the second half of the 18th century, Široki Rit in northern 
Serbia was free of forest vegetation thanks to regular flooding. 
This changed in the second half of the 20th century, when efforts to 
regulate the Danube prevented regular flooding and led to gradual 
drying and siltation of the area. Widening and deepening the 
existing supply channel and slightly dredging the lake has given 
the area the possibility to fulfill its primary ecological function 
as a breeding and spawning area for waterfowl, fish and  
amphibians and a stopover for migrating birds.

BARCS OLD DRAVA OXBOW • HUNGARY/CROATIA  

Mura-Drava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere Reserve

Many side-arms and oxbows have been created as a result of  
natural as well as man-made changes to the main channel of the 
Drava River. The Barcs Old Drava, the longest side-branch of the 
river in Hungary (15 km), has suffered from declining water levels 
that have hurt the ecology of the area as well as fishing. The Living 
Danube Partnership is providing co-financing for an EU-funded 
project to restore water levels and floodplain forest habitats.  
The intervention involves cooperation with Croatia. 
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DRAVA RIVER SIDE ARMS • CROATIA  
Mura-Drava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere Reserve

In many places along the Danube and Drava rivers, natural side 
arms have been historically separated from the main channel. 
These man-made modification lead to negative results including 
the deterioration of the side-arm ecology, the loss of effective 
floodplain and the increased riverbed incision of the main river 
channel mainly due to changed river flows and reduced sediment 
transport. Co-financing from the Living Danube Partnership is 
leveraging EU support to restore seven side-arms of the Drava 
River in Croatia. The project, which is led  by the Croatian Water 
Authority, is designed to give the Authority experience in ‘natural’ 
river management while helping Croatia comply with the  
EU Water Framework Directive and the requirements  
of the EU Habitats and Birds Directives.

LANKÓC FLOODPLAIN FOREST • HUNGARY  
Mura-Drava-Danube Transboundary Biosphere Reserve

The overall goal of the project is to reduce riverbed degradation  
of the Drava river through changes to the existing river regulation 
structures and management. This will improve the status of riverine 
and floodplain habitats and, among other benefits, improve the 
water supply of the Lankóc Floodplain Forest. Through very  
limited co-financing (€5,938), the Living Danube Partnership  
will leverage significant EU funding for the project  
activities (€1.85 million). 

RUSENSKI AND CHERNI LOM RIVER • BULGARIA  
Lower Danube Green Corridor

Many dams and other man-made barrages in Bulgaria do not  
have any or only inadequate fish passes. As a result, the natural free 
movement of fish has been severely restricted or stopped. The Living 
Danube Partnership provided co-financing for an EU-funded project 
that has removed two barriers and constructed a new fish pass.  
The pioneering project is being used to pilot and promote good 
practice in design and construction of fish passes in Bulgaria in order 
to permit the free movement of fish and restore endangered fish 
populations. Project activities have also included re-stocking of fish 
populations as well as significant education and awareness raising.
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GÂRLA MARE • ROMANIA Lower Danube Green Corridor

Garla Mare is an area of marsh covering about 700 ha in  
a former side branch of the Danube River. Historically, the area 
was modified for fish farming, isolating the natural marsh from the 
river and dividing it with dykes. The water inundation of the area 
will be improved through modification of a water supply channel. 
Some dykes will be reinforced to protect active fish ponds against 
flooding. The project, which is expected to be completed in 2019,  
is funded exclusively through the Living Danube Partnership  
and is expected to make a significant contribution to achieving  
the water replenishment target of 12 million m3 while increasing 
flood storage capacity by 3.5 million m3.

PERSINA MARSH • BULGARIA Lower Danube Green Corridor

Persina is the largest of the Belene islands, a complex of Danube 
islands in Bulgaria that are characterized by freshwater marshes, 
seasonally-flooded riverine forests and agricultural lands that are 
exceptionally rich in biological diversity. Protected as a Ramsar 
wetland site and part of the EU’s Natura 2000 network of specially 
protected sites, the Belene complex hosts rare plants and globally 
threatened birds such as the Dalmatian pelican (Palecanus crispus). 
The extensive marsh on Persina island (which is also home to a 
prison) will benefit from better regulation of water levels through 
improvements to the system of sluices controlling water supply  
to the area. Specially constructed platforms in the marsh have 
already been taken over by flocks of Dalmatian pelicans. 
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KALIMOK MARSH • BULGARIA Lower Danube Green Corridor

For centuries Kalimok marsh, located to the west of the town of 
Tutrakan in northern Bulgaria, was one of the most important sites 
for commercial fishing in the Lower Danube. This changed after the 
marsh was drained and separated from the Danube in the 1950s, 
leading to a steep decline in fish production. Attempts to farm the 
area proved unsuccessful, so fish ponds were established, but by 
the 1990s these also had been abandoned. In 2007, new sluices 
were installed to reconnect the marsh to the Danube. With support 
through the Living Danube Partnership, the water management 
system is being optimised in the Kalimok marsh complex, which  
is now protected under both national and EU legislation. 

CETATE • ROMANIA Lower Danube Green Corridor

An abandoned fish farm situated close to the Danube and part  
of the EU’s Natura 2000 network of specially protected sites, 
the Cetate site has only recently entered the pipeline of wetland 
restoration projects after analysing the restoration potential along 
the Lower Danube in Romania. A scoping study including modeling 
of a potential technical solution indicate a replenishment potential 
of 1 million m3 of water. The site also has added value due to the 
openness of the land concessionaire to develop his business  
based on the restoration work.
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75,000
Over 75,000 people, especially young 
families and children, visited the 
Living Danube Tour. The mobile 
exhibit on freshwater and wetlands 
has made 59 stops in 6 countries, 
including Belgrade.
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PROMOTING 
A MOVEMENT 

FOR WETLANDS

Aside from wetland restoration, 
the Living Danube Partnership 
seeks to promote a movement  
for wetlands in the Danube 
basin – to promote awareness  
and appreciation for these 
important habitats and the goods 
and services they provide.

The focus is at three levels: 

Promotion and local stakeholder involvement around individual 
restoration sites and activities, including e.g. site visits, celebrations, 
local media and communications work.

Outreach to a wider audience, particularly young families, including 
through organisation of a special mobile exhibit and campaign as 
well as through ongoing media, social media and internet  
and national and regional events such as Danube Day.

Advocacy and promotion of wetland conservation and restoration 
and water stewardship among experts and decision makers. 
Through participation in various fora such as the ICPDR or World 
Water Week, preparation and distribution of a series of publications 
for practitioners and policy makers and organization of study tours, 
the aim is to promote and support wetland conservation,  
restoration and good water stewardship.

PROGRESS TO DATE
We are on track or have already exceeded our targets related to 
outreach and awareness raising. Through the Living Danube Tour 
travelling exhibition we have reached more than 75,250 of the 
120,000 people we plan to reach directly. Indirectly, via traditional 
and social media, we have reached over 9 million people to date, 
well in excess of our 5 million target. We are also well on track to 
achieving our target of directly engaging at least 2,100 people in our 
wetland restorations: to date, over 1,500 people have been involved 
in site visits or volunteering connected with wetland restoration, 
with significantly more expected in the next years as the pipeline  
of wetland restoration projects matures. 
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Table: Living Danube Partnership – Promotion

Achievements to date and planned To date (2018) Target (2021)
# of people directly involved in restoration activities 1,582 2,100
# of people involved in events 75,250 120,000
# of people reached indirectly, via media/internet (in thousands) 9,000 5,000
# of expert publications (completed and planned) 1 4
# of videos (completed) 20 5

Figure Stops of the Living Danube Tour

22×
2×

2×

2×

2×



WWF-DCP The Living Danube Partnership Report page 20

COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES
Living Danube Tour 

The mobile exhibit on the importance of freshwater and wetlands 
has made 59 stops and directly reached over 75,250 people.

Traditional and social media 

The Living Danube Partnership has been accompanied by 
communications work in English and relevant local languages 
(German, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Romanian, Serbian, Croatian)  
with traditional media, Internet as well as social media  
channels (Facebook, Twitter).

Videos 

Twenty videos have been produced to date (versus five originally 
planned). They include a series on the restoration of salt lakes in 
Austria; the Living Danube Tour; planned restoration work and 
opinions of people living near the restoration sites. 

Expert publications 

A guide to funding sources for wetland restoration was published  
in 2015. Three further studies are planned for the coming years.

Site visits, press trips 

Seeing is believing. We organize trips for media and for decision 
makers/multipliers to our project restoration sites.

Political and expert meetings 

We regularly share experience at international fora, including 
meetings of the International Commission for the Protection  
of the Danube River.

INTERNET SITES
English: panda.org/livingdanube

Bulgaria: wwf.bg/dunav

Croatia: croatia.panda.org/dunav

Hungary: livingdanube.wwf.hu

Romania: wwf.ro/dunarea

Serbia: livingdanube.wwf.hu/sr
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GOVERNANCE A unique partnership for 
wetlands.

The Living Danube Partnership presents a unique model of cross-
sectoral cooperation. The long-term commitment and relationship 
of trust between the partners and focus on achieving overarching 
objectives and targets has provided the flexibility needed to realise 
technically complex wetland restorations involving different 
landowners and users, authorities and other interests. 

A steering group composed of representatives of the partners meets 
twice per year to review progress toward the targets and approve 
plans and budget allocations for the next year. They review the 
pipeline of restoration projects and other initiatives, deciding on 
adaptive management or additional activities where relevant. 

Thanks to this flexible approach, the partnership has been able 
to adapt to inevitable challenges, including delays or dead ends 
where barriers to achieving wetland restoration have proven 
insurmountable. It has also been able to respond to opportunities, 
including leveraging significant additional support and activities  
for wetlands well beyond that originally envisaged.
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The Steering Group meets bi-annually to review progress  
and decide on adaptive management and forward planning.
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Wetland restoration is an uncertain 
undertaking – technically complex, 
with different interests to be aligned. 
A long-term commitment and 
flexible approach have been crucial 
for the success of the Living Danube 
Partnership so far.

RESULTS IN THE FACE  
OF UNCERTAINTY
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LEVERAGING 
CHANGE

The long-term commitment 
and flexible approach that is at 
the core of the Living Danube 
Partnership has made it possible 
to leverage a significant amount 
of additional activities and 
support for wetland conservation 
and restoration.

The Living Danube Partnership has directly leveraged over  
€7.65 million in support for wetland and river restoration and 
related activities. This has been achieved by directly co-financing 
EU-funded projects through the EU’s LIFE programme that 
require a certain percentage of co-financing from other partners 
to be realised. This includes some of the projects described above, 
including restoration of the Lankoc forest and Barcs Old Drava 
oxbow in Hungary, improving longitudinal connectivity  
of Danube tributaries in Bulgaria or the seven Drava  
side-arms in Croatia. 
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To date, the Living Danube Partnership has leveraged nearly  
€20 million in support for river and wetland restoration.
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The Living Danube Partnership has indirectly leveraged at least 
€11.33 million in additional support for river, wetland restoration 
and related activities, for example through provision of staff time 
and development of proposals and other support, but no direct 
financial involvement. This includes two major, multi-country 
initiatives, one for river and wetland restoration and another related 
to the management and implementation of the Mura-Drava-Danube 
Transboundary Biosphere Reserve, both financed through the EU’s 
Danube Transnational Programme (€3.67 million and €2.15 million, 
respectively); and a similar initiative which has gained preliminary 
approval from the Global Environmental Facility and that will 
promote and restore wetland restoration in Danube areas of 
Ukraine, Moldova, Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(€3.8 million). A pan-European initiative for freshwater that 
is  being implemented with support from WWF Netherlands is 
expected to invest approximately €1.7 million in the Danube basin 
for conservation and restoration of rivers and wetlands.

In addition, the project team has explored opportunities for 
developing “bankable” projects for wetland restoration with the 
European Investment Bank and European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, and advocated for better European agricultural 
and development policies supportive of floodplain restoration.

In Croatia, the Partnership has leveraged EU support  
to restore side-arms of the Drava River.

©
 W

W
F



WWF-DCP The Living Danube Partnership Report page 26

LOOKING 
FORWARD

The next few years will be busy, 
focused both on pulling through 
and promoting the river and 
wetland restoration already 
planned as well as on leveraging 
these results for greater impact in 
the Danube basin and beyond.

The pipeline of river and wetland restoration projects that  
are currently in various stages of development will mature.  
Their completion will provide opportunities for promoting the 
projects themselves and river, wetland conservation and restoration 
in general. Local communities and stakeholders, media and decision 
makers will be involved in site visits, and extensive coverage will 
be secured in traditional and social media. Two further expert 
publications and a final review of the partnership with lessons 
learned will be published by 2021.

These activities will dovetail with other initiatives, both within the 
Danube basin and beyond. Within the Danube basin, the results of 
the Living Danube Partnership, augmented by additional river and 
wetland initiatives supported through the Danube Transnational 
Programme and the Global Environmental Facility, will contribute 
to meeting government commitments and implementing  
the Danube River Basin Management Plan. 

At European level, the Living Danube Partnership will provide 
a strong basis for the pan-European freshwater initiative that WWF 
launched in 2018. The example and results of the Partnership will 
be relevant for the review of the EU’s freshwater and environmental 
policies, including the EU Water Framework Directive and develop-
ment of a new Environmental Action Programme, and can inform 
decision making on the EU’s next financial framework for 2021–2027. 

And globally, as the world heads toward international fora and 
decision making on biodiversity in 2020 and WWF launches 
a global campaign for nature, the Living Danube Partnership  
can provide examples and inspiration.
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In the next few years, there will   
be a strong focus on the future of  

rivers and wetlands in Europe  
and the benefits they provide.

RIVERS AND 
WETLANDS IN 

FOCUS



Living Danube Partnership 
targets

>12,000,000 m3

>5,327 ha

>5,000,000

>120,000of water replenished

of wetlands restored

people reached

people directly engaged
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