
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fishing outside EU waters by EU vessels should be firmly 

anchored in the 2012 revision of the Common Fisheries Policy. 

This is to ensure consistency and clarity on the standards of 

behaviour for EU vessels wherever they fish in the world.  
 

WWF congratulates the Commission on the inclusion of the External Policy section in 

the proposal. 

We strongly welcome the explicit commitment that the Union shall participate in 

international organisations dealing with fisheries, including Regional Fisheries 

Management Organisations (RFMOs), in line with international obligations and 

policy objectives and consistent with the objectives set out in Articles 2 and 3. 

We do however feel there is scope to strengthen this role to one which commits the 

Union to demonstrate leadership and promote good practices not only in scientific 

knowledge and advice development but also in other areas of fisheries management 

such as governance, administration and enforcement. 

WWF also welcomes the principles and objectives set out for Sustainable Fisheries 

Agreements (SFAs) including the key commitment to ensure that fishery resources 

remain above levels capable of producing MSYand that only surplus catch 

determined by the third country shall be fished by Union vessels. 

The inclusion of the clause conditioning financial aid based on the achievement of 

specific results is also welcome but needs strengthening. 

 



 

What needs to change? 

i) First and foremost in this section WWF believes it is vital that Article 39 remains 

unaltered in the Regulation. 

ii) WWF believes the language in Article 39(1) should be strengthened and, in line 

with the language in the Explanatory memorandum of the Regulation (page 8), 

require that the Union ‘actively participate’ in international organizations to 

‘promote’ content that is in line with CFP policy objectives and international 

obligations. In this way the Union will be mandated to actively promote the principles 

of the CFP and take leadership in external activities. 

iii) We recommend strengthening Article 42 where aid is explicitly coupled to SFAs 

by stating that any aid should be specifically aimed at improving third countries 

governance and management of their natural resources, i.e. fish stocks and 

environmental impacts of harvesting. 

iv) We would welcome an explicit commitment to move towards securing full 

contribution of fleet owners to the cost of access rights. 

v) While WWF understands that the EU External Policy is still in a development 

stage, the EU is already one of the biggest players in global fisheries and seafood 

consumption. The Commission set out its external dimension objectives in the 2001 

Green Paper, followed by the Commission Communication (2002) and Council 

Conclusions on Fisheries Partnership Agreements (2004). Since then the situation in 

global fisheries has continued to deteriorate and significant changes are necessary if 

this trend is to be turned around. As such WWF looks forward to seeing detailed and 

legally binding mechanisms which will operationalise the strong commitments made 

in the Regulation and that these are monitored and enforced effectively. 
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