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UNITED NATIONS FRESHWATER AGREEMENTS 

INITIATIVE 

News Update n.16 – July 2012 

For more information, please visit 
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conv

entions/  
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1. The United Nations Freshwater Agreements Initiative 

WWF is calling on countries to take action to give effectiveness to three policy instruments that 
promote cooperation among basin/aquifer states and establish their rights and obligations in the use, 
management and protection of internationally shared freshwater resources:  

a) 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of 
International Watercourses (UNWC): WWF urges the world‟s governments to join and 
implement the UN Watercourses Convention, which counts today 27 contracting states – only 8 
short of the number required for entry into force.  

b) 2008 ILC Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers (2008 ILC Draft Articles): 
We call upon the world‟s governments to consider the ILC Draft Articles and how they can be 
best applied to foster the cooperative management of shared groundwater systems. In so doing, 
states are advised to take into account the weaknesses and strengths of the draft articles, as 
examined in an assessment that WWF has developed to foster continuous dialogue and ultimately 
contribute to the improvement of the text adopted by the ILC in a future binding instrument.  

c) Amendments to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention): WWF asks the 
member states of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and parties to the 
UNECE Water Convention to accept the 2003 Amendments that open the convention for 
accession by non-member states. At this time, 23 parties have accepted the amendments and 34 
are necessary, among those countries that were parties at the time of the amendments‟ adoption, 
for the Meeting of the Parties to consider requests for accession by third states. 
 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
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2. New ratifications/accessions & other successes 

 UN Watercourses Convention: Momentum continues in 2012, with three additional states 
joining the convention: Denmark (30 April); Luxembourg (8 June); and Benin (5 July). 

 UNECE Water Convention: On 25 June 2012, Norway became the 23rd state to accept 2003 
amendments, following Lichtenstein (4 June 2012), Lithuania (28 Mar. 2012), Denmark (5 Jan. 
2012), Italy (29 Dec. 2011), and Uzbekistan (28 Nov. 2011). 

3. What WWF, partners and other key stakeholders have been doing 

The UN WATERCOURSES CONVENTION GLOBAL INITIATIVE is on Facebook – another vehicle 
for disseminating our message. Please “like” our webpage to support the initiative and stay up-to-date 
on progress. 

 African Basin Organizations: The Bangkok Declaration of African Basin Organizations (Oct. 2011), 
acknowledges the important role basin organizations have in promoting understanding and 
awareness of international water law; notes that such organizations are uniquely positioned to 
promote the UNWC; and suggests that relevant UN agencies, particularly UNEP and UNESCO, 
be appointed to champion the Convention‟s ratification and implementation. 

 UN General Assembly: In Oct. 2011, the UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 66/104, 
on the 2008 ILC Draft Articles, encouraging states to “make appropriate bilateral or regional 
arrangements for the proper management of transboundary aquifers,” and including the topic for 
a decision on the articles‟ final form in the provisional agenda of its 68th Session. 

 UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon: During the UNECE Executive Committee (18 Oct. 
2011), the SG underscored the importance of the UNECE Water Convention and expressed the 
hope that it will soon become open to countries outside the UNECE region. 

 Niger Basin States: The Joint Statement of Ministers in Charge of Water and Environment of 
the Niger Basin Countries on Access to Water and the Joint Management of the Niger Basin, 
adopted during the Forum Solidarity for Water in the Niger River Basin Countries (Bamako, 17-18 Oct. 
2011), includes a call on governments to accede to the UNWC. 

 Policy Recommendations – Bonn2011 Conference: The Water, Energy and Food Security 
(16-18 Nov. 2011): The recommendations are the result of a broad participatory stakeholder 
process ahead of, during and after the conference, and include a call on states to review and make 
an informed decision on the UNWC‟s ratification and go beyond considerations of water sharing 
to incorporate benefit sharing. 

 European Parliament Resolution on the 6th World Water Forum (15 Mar. 2012): „Calls on the 
Commission, on behalf of the European Union, and the Member States to accede to the [UNWC] and to promote 
the entry into force of the amendments to the [UNECE Water Convention], … and to encourage wider 
ratification of the Protocol on Water and Health to the [latter] Convention, with a view to promoting the 
coordinated and fair management of water in national and international basins.‟ 

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/UN-Watercourses-Convention-Global-Initiative/115402841855525
http://www.nilebasindiscourse.org/index.php/e-resource-center/doc_download/223-bangkok-declaration-of-african-basin-organizat
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=26824
http://www.fondationchirac.eu/wp-content/uploads/The-Final-Declaration-of-Ministers-in-charge-of-Water-and-Environment-of-the-Niger-Basin-Countries-on-Access-to-Water-and-the-Joint-Managment-of-the-Niger-Basin1.pdf
http://www.fondationchirac.eu/wp-content/uploads/The-Final-Declaration-of-Ministers-in-charge-of-Water-and-Environment-of-the-Niger-Basin-Countries-on-Access-to-Water-and-the-Joint-Managment-of-the-Niger-Basin1.pdf
http://www.water-energy-food.org/documents/bonn2011_policyrecommendations.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2012-0091&language=EN&ring=B7-2012-0130
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 UNSGAB: During the UN-Water Side event on the Pre-Publication Results of the Status Report 
on the Application of Integrated Approaches to Water Resources Management (NYC, 4 May 
2012), Mr. Francoise Guerquin, Head of Secretariat, urged UN member states to join the UNWC 
so that we have a legally binding instrument to move the IWRM agenda forward. 

 UNWC Global Initiative in Central America and the Greater Mekong Region: With funds 
provided by the Norwegian Government, the initiative has been launched in those two additional 
regions, through awareness-raising regional workshops involving representatives from all 
countries, and targeted follow-up activities in El Salvador, Honduras, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

See video-clip (in Vietnamese) about the National Awareness-Raising Workshop and In-Depth 
Training in Vietnam, shown by the Television of Viet Nam following that event in May 2012. 

4. New/updated/revised informational and media materials 

 UN Watercourses Convention User‟s Guide; 

 International Water Law Project Blog, Should we care whether the UN Watercourses Convention enters into 
force?, by Loures and Rieu-Clarke: Part I & Part II; 

 Reports of the workshops in Central America and the Greater Mekong Region (available upon 
request); 

 UNECE‟s 2nd Assessment of Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters;  

5. Major International Meetings and Events 

Past events: 

 6th World Water Forum (Marseille, March 2012): Discussions during the forum paid strong 
attention to the importance of international legal instruments at all levels as enabling tools of 
transboundary water cooperation:  

- Opening ceremony: the Prime Minister of France called on states to ratify and implement the 
UNWC, and offered to host the first meeting of the parties upon entry into force. 

See WWF media release here: 

- Political process: At the High-Level Roundtable on Transboundary Waters, the UNWC 
contracting states in attendance encouraged others to follow their example. 

- Parliamentary process: The Parliamentarians‟ Manifesto includes a commitment to work towards 
the entry into force of texts, resolutions and conventions on transboundary waters, and a 
proposal for meetings to be held between the parliamentarians of the states concerned, 
towards establishing water and sanitation governance at the global level. 

- Africa process: CEDARE and the Arab Water Council committed to facilitating dialogue and 
consensus-building around the UNWC. 

- European process: The UNECE Water Convention‟s 20th Anniversary and its key role in 
strengthening transboundary water cooperation in the Pan-European region were highlighted. 

•%09http:/www.stakeholderforum.org/sf/outreach/index.php/inf2day5home/772-inf2day5item3
•%09http:/www.stakeholderforum.org/sf/outreach/index.php/inf2day5home/772-inf2day5item3
http://www.mediafire.com/?pr374trwxo59b9l
http://www.internationalwaterlaw.org/blog/2012/07/22/should-we-care-whether-the-un-watercourses-convention-enters-into-force-part-i/
http://www.internationalwaterlaw.org/blog/2012/07/22/should-we-care-whether-the-un-watercourses-convention-enters-into-force-part-ii/
mailto:Flavia.Loures@wwfus.org
http://www.unece.org/env/water/publications/pub/second_assessment
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/mediterranean/?203850/WWF-welcomes-French-support-of-UN-Watercourses-Convention
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- Arab cross-continental process: The Arab Water Council reaffirmed its commitment around the 
UNWC, and pledged to work towards refining the ILC Draft Articles, and to adopt the 
Convention on Shared Water Resources in the Arab Region by June 2013, with ratifications by the 
Arab States by 2015. 

- Thematic process: Finland committed to support the implementation of the UNECE Water 
Convention. The Butterfly Effect, WWF, and Green Cross International vowed to further 
promote international law, including the UNWC. 

*For more info, see here and here. 

 UN Watercourses Convention Global Symposium (Dundee, June 2012): The Symposium 

brought together policy-makers, NGOs, academics, legal practitioners, and other key stakeholders to 
discuss the role and relevance of the UNWC. The event also featured the launch of the UN 
Watercourses Convention User’s Guide. 

 RiO+20 (Rio de Janeiro, June 
2012): WWF and partners 
hosted a side event on the 
UNWC, where Denmark and 
Luxembourg received Leaders for 
a Living Planet Awards for 
becoming contracting states. 
WWF also participated in UN-
Water‟s day-long event, as part 
of the panel on Water Cooperation 
in Action. Finally, Ireland and 
the UK announced in Rio their 
intentions to accede to the 
UNWC soon. 

See WWF media release here. 

Upcoming events: 

 World Water Week (26-31 Aug. 2012): WWF and partners will host the side event The Benefits of 
Global Water Instruments - Global to Local Perspectives (Sunday, 26 August, 12:45-13:45, Room K22). 
This interactive session will include panelists from international organizations, river basin groups, 
national governments, and local communities. 

 Anniversary event to celebrate 20 years of the UNECE Water Convention and its future 
(3-4 Sep. 2012): With the amendments to expand the geographical scope of this convention near 
entry into force, this event should have much to celebrate. It will also be an opportunity to 
strengthen the links between the UNECE Water Convention and the UNWC to ensure adequate 
coordination and mutual support in their future implementation as global legal frameworks. 

http://www.worldwaterforum6.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/publications_elem/global_water_framework.pdf
http://www.worldwaterforum6.org/en/news/single/article/parlementary-conference-adopts-its-2012-manifesto/
http://wwf.panda.org/?uNewsID=205232
http://www.worldwaterweek.org/sa/node.asp?node=1346&selTheme=18&selYear=&selEvent=&filter=1&mySchedule=&txbFreeText=&selRegion=&sa_content_url=%2Fplugins%2FEventFinder%2Fevent%2Easp&sa_title=The+Benefits+of+Global+Water+Instruments+%2D+Global+to+Local+Pers
http://www.worldwaterweek.org/sa/node.asp?node=1346&selTheme=18&selYear=&selEvent=&filter=1&mySchedule=&txbFreeText=&selRegion=&sa_content_url=%2Fplugins%2FEventFinder%2Fevent%2Easp&sa_title=The+Benefits+of+Global+Water+Instruments+%2D+Global+to+Local+Pers

