
Tracking Turtles 

  

Issue  

Human activities have placed marine turtles under increasing pressure in the Middle East and around the globe. 

Today, their very existence is threatened through habitat loss and indirect capture in fisheries. 

To conserve these ancient creatures, we need to better understand the biological and developmental needs of turtle 
populations, which is heavily dependent on the understanding of the extent of habitat use and distribution. 

Project 

Today’s advanced technology makes it possible to determine the turtle’s surprisingly long journeys through satellite 
tracking. This helps scientists and managers understand the linkages between critical nesting and feeding grounds, 
which is important for multi-lateral conservation priorities. 

This project aims to track 100 post-nesting female or foraging adult turtles from the UAE, Qatar, Oman, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia over three years and identify the critical overseas migration routes and near-shore habitats favoured by the 
turtles. This will consequently help authorities with their decisions and prioritize on managing conservation activities. 

Impact  

By tracking the marine turtles through the Arabian Gulf region, we aim to raise awareness, both at the household level 
and within the political realm and provide concrete links at an international level on which these nations may develop 
concurrent conservation agendas. 

• Raise the awareness of marine turtle conservation needs at regional levels.  

• Understand the post-nesting migrations and biology of marine turtles using satellite tracking.  

• Identify the foraging grounds of endangered marine turtles and linkages between nesting and feeding 

population assemblages.  

• Share tracking data and findings to relevant authorities and contribute to the development of a regional 

marine turtle conservation plan.  

• Integrate these conservation initiatives within international conservation agreements on marine turtles and 

national programmes.   
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