


In the last 100 years, we have 
lost over 97 percent of all 
wild tigers to indiscriminate 
poaching, habitat loss and 

human-wildlife conflict. The tiger 
population in 1913 was estimated 
to be about 100,000, which is now 
drastically reduced to only about 
3,200 tigers in 13 countries*. 
Bhutan is one of these fortunate 
countries where this magnificent 
animal can still be found roaming 
the forests all the way from the 
warm southern regions to the cold 
alpine forests.  
This great fortune of our nation 
was bestowed upon the present 
and future generations by our 

visionary Monarchs, who continue 
to symbolize the epitome of 
conservation leadership for Bhutan 
and the Global community.

July 29 is observed as the 
International Tiger Day with the 
objective to raise awareness and 
garner public support for global 
tiger conservation. For Bhutan, 
we have identified - The Need 
to Count- as our national theme 
to highlight the importance of 
determining tiger population 
so that we can design and 
implement effective  evidence-
based interventions. To achieve 
this objective, the Department of 
Forests and Park Services (DoFPS), 
with financial and technical support 
from the World Bank and WWF 
launched the first-ever nationwide 
tiger survey in February 2014. 
The survey results will provide 
important information on the 
population density of tigers, their 
distribution pattern and habitat 
status in the country. Local people’s 
perception and knowledge of tigers 
which are considered useful for 
tiger conservation are also being 

documented to mitigate human 
wildlife conflict.  
It is also the first-ever survey 
conducted by a team of Bhutanese 
professionals, which not only 
demonstrates our national capacity 
but, the commitment to carry 
out such a mammoth scientific 
exploration.  
We need to ensure that this 
magnificent animal not only 
survives but, thrives in our 
forests because they are not only 
ecologically significant but are 
important cultural and religious 
symbols of Bhutan. Ecologically, 
it stands at the top of the food 
chain, and its presence in the forest 
symbolizes the well-being of other 
species. For all these reasons, the 
survival of the tiger is vital for 
the healthy coexistence of every 
Bhutanese and nature, a unique 
harmony, that defines the essence 
of our GNH philosophy.  
This is our opportunity to save 
wild tigers and the ecological 
riches they and the landscapes they 
inhabit represent. Despite serious 
loss, Bhutan is fortunate to have 

extensive forest areas with over 51 
percent of the country identified as 
protected areas with well-connected 
biological corridors.  
To control poaching and illicit 
trading, we continue to strengthen 
the regulatory framework and 
enhance the scientific and socio-
economic understanding of the 
dynamics of Tiger conservation. 
Having stringent regulations is of 
paramount importance for survival 
of this magnificent species. 
With continued efforts from the 
government, global partners and 
the local communities, we are 
confident that we will not only 
ensure that our tigers survive 
but continue to thrive so that our 
children and grandchildren see 
them as real living legends and 
not in history books or as wall 
paintings. As custodians of our 
environmental heritage, we must 
all come together to protect and 
cherish these amazing natural 
wonders of our nation.

Yeshey Dorji
Minister, Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forests

International Tiger Day
Message from H.E LyonpoYeshey Dorji, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forests

*The 13 tiger range countries are Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 



It was like any other regular working 
day that spring in 2013 for park 
manager Kezang Wangchuk as he 
reviewed hundreds of tiger images 
captured by camera traps set at the 

Jigme Singye Wangchuck National Park 
(JSWNP) in central Bhutan.

He was looking at the picture of an adult 
tiger and he thought there was something 
familiar about it. He then realized that it 
was the same tiger whose pictures were 
captured as a cub with its mother in July 

2012 between the Royal Manas National 
Park (RMNP) and Phibsoo Wildlife 
Sanctuary (PWS) in southern Bhutan. 

To confirm if the adult tiger was the same 
tiger cub, Kezang and his team of foresters 
immediately sat down to compare the 
stripes. 

“It was a perfect match. We were looking at 
a full-grown young and healthy male tiger,” 
said Kezang adding that it was a significant 
documentary evidence of how the survival 

and movement of the tiger from the south 
to central region was enabled by Bhutan’s 
rich forest cover and biological corridors. 
It is also an encouraging indication for 
tiger conservationists that their efforts in 
protecting tiger habitats and anti-poaching 
and retaliatory killings have come to 
fruition.

Bhutan is part of the Tx2 initiative, 
which is a global governmental goal to 
double the number of wild tigers by 2022. 
Bhutan, along with the other 12 tiger range  
countries, committed to this goal after it 
was found that the global tiger population 
was only 3,200 as of 2010. 

By 2016, the 13 tiger range countries will 
need to update their tiger numbers to check 
their progress towards the Tx2 goal. 

In February 2014, Bhutan launched its 
nationwide tiger survey, which will provide 
important information on the population 
density of tigers, their distribution pattern 
and habitat status in the country. 

By Pushkar Chhetri
Communications Officer
WWF Bhutan Program

A Perfect Match
Camera traps are cameras 
encased in a secure housing 
with a motion or infrared 
sensor that is triggered by 
movement.

© RMNP/WWFThe picture of the tigress and her cub was captured by a camera trap in southern Bhutan, 2013



The Department of Forests and 
Park Services (DoFPS) is 
currently conducting a nation-
wide tiger survey in the country 

using latest survey methodology and 
camera trapping. The survey is the first 
of its kind to be undertaken by a team of 
Bhutanese professionals. The first tiger 
sign survey (1996-1998) estimated a 
total population size of 115-150 tigers in 
Bhutan. 

The current national survey, which was 
launched in February 2014, will:

 • Estimate the population size and  
  density of tigers to understand their  
  distribution and habitat status. 
 • Document the perception of   
  communities and cultural values  
  associated with tigers. 
 • Establish a database for mammals of  
  Bhutan.

Study Area and Method
Five hundred surveyors were trained 
in sign and questionnaire surveying, 
interviewing people and to set-up and 
monitor camera traps.

Based on interviews with local residents, 
literature reviews and sign surveys, the 
surveyors will develop a distributional map 

of tigers and preys in the country. The map 
will be then used to set-up camera traps.

The cameras will be regularly monitored 
by foresters in 21 territorial and park 
offices across the country. Cameras set-up 
in areas of high human interference will 
be monitored twice a month and once in 
far-flung places. 

Progress
Setting-up of camera traps is completed in 
11 parks and territorial divisions. A total of 
510 camera stations (1,040 camera traps) 
were established and retrieved so far. The 
preliminary report on the national tiger 
survey from the southern belt is scheduled 
to be released on 14 August 2014 by 
Hon’ble Prime Minister coinciding with 
the opening session of the Annual Park 
Conference. 

Funding
The survey is estimated to cost about 
US$ 450,000 and jointly funded by 
the Royal Government of Bhutan, 
International Development Association 
(IDA) project (World Bank) and WWF.

Contributed by Sangay Dorji, 
National Coordinator for Tiger Survey, 
Wildlife Conservation Division, DoFPS

Status of the National Tiger Survey, 2014
Counting the Tigers



 The tiger has over 100 stripes.

	 Like	fingerprints,	no	two	tigers	have			
	 the	same	pattern.

 Most tigers’ forehead stripes resemble  
	 the	Chinese	character	wang,	meaning		
	 King.

	 Tigers	are	the	world’s	largest	cats	with		
	 males	weighing	as	much	as	320	kgs		 	
	 and	females	weighing	up	to	180	kgs.

	 There	were	once,	nine	sub-species		 	
	 of	tigers,	three	of	the	sub-species	are			
	 now	extinct	(Balian,	Javan	and			 	
	 Caspian	Tigers).		

Did	you	Know?

Threats: 
 Poaching, mostly for use in traditional   
 medicine, is the biggest threat to wild tiger   
 populations.  
 If tigers don’t have enough prey, they resort to  
 hunting domestic livestock. In retaliation,   
 tigers are often killed or captured and forced  
 into captivity.  
 Tigers are territorial animals and require large  
 areas to thrive. But because tigers have lost 93  
 percent of their historic range to deforestation  
 and forest defragmentation, they are being   
 forced to live in smaller areas.

©National Geographic Stock/Michael Nichols/WWF



Habitat loss:
Tigers lost 93 percent of their natural habitat due to the 
expansion of cities and agriculture by humans. Fewer 
tigers can survive in small, scattered islands of habitat, 
which lead to a higher risk of inbreeding. These small 
islands of habitat also make tigers more vulnerable 
to poaching. Poaching, mostly for use in traditional 
medicine, is the biggest threat to wild tiger populations. 

Human wildlife conflict:
People and tigers are competing for space. The conflict 
threatens the world’s remaining wild tigers and poses a 
major problem for communities living in or near tiger 
forests. As forests shrink and preys get scarce, tigers 
are forced to hunt domestic livestock, which many 
local communities depend on for their livelihood. In 
retaliation, tigers are killed or captured. “Conflict” tigers 
are known to end up for sale in black markets. Local 
community dependence on forests for fuelwood, food 
and timber also heightens the risk of tiger attacks.

Climate change:
One of the world’s largest tiger populations is found in 
the Sundarbans—a large mangrove forest area shared by 
India and Bangladesh on the northern coast of the Indian 
Ocean. This area harbors Bengal tigers and protects 
coastal regions from storm surges and wind damage. 
However, rising sea levels that were caused by climate 
change threaten to wipe out these forests and the last 
remaining habitat of this tiger population. According to 
a WWF study, without mitigation efforts, projected sea 
level rise—nearly a foot by 2070—could destroy nearly 
the entire Sundarbans tiger habitat. ©National Geographic Stock/Michael Nichols/WWF

Key Challenges against 
Tiger Conservation



Tiger spotted 
at Lampelri 

park

The presence of a Royal Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris) in 
Lampelri botanical park was confirmed recently, a couple of 
years after a cow herder had complained of losing his cattle 
to the predator. Royal botanical park officials confirmed 
its presence, after they found the video that had captured 

the tiger about two years ago at Thadana in Lampelri, at an altitude of 
3,900m. While there was evidence like pugmarks, scat, hair and leftover 
carcasses, the image was seen only when the Royal Society for Protection 
of Nature (RSPN) checked the camera’s SD card. Park officials had set 
up the camera in the area a couple of years ago with RSPN’s support, 
after the cow herder complaint. 

The herder, Ap Tandin, had reported losing four cows and a few horses 
to the tiger. He had also told them that, besides hearing the roar of a 
tiger constantly, he even saw a tigress with two cubs. “We haven’t 
confirmed whether the tiger was a male or a female, and we learnt 
about its existence on October 22 last year through RSPN,” the park’s 
senior forester Phub Dorji said. “We’re working on it and fixing more 
cameras.” Phub Dorji said farmers also informed them about the tiger in 
2011. “We’re guessing the tiger is roaming around two parks, the Jigme 
Dorji Wangchuck national park and Jigme Singye Wangchuck national 
park,” he said. Ap Tandin was compensated for his four cows, but not 
for the horses he lost to the tiger, as there was no evidence. “Normally, 
studies say that tigers are found in lower altitudes, but these days tigers 
are gradually spotted in higher altitudes,” Phub Dorji said.

From	Kuensel	archive	dated	July	1,	2013

© DoFPS, MoAF: This tiger picture was 
taken in Haa



Currently there are as few as 3,200 tigers 
left in the wild. WWF works with the 13 
tiger range countries to create a future for 
wild tigers. WWF’s goal is to double the 
number of wild tigers (to at least 6,000) by 
2022 (the next Chinese year of the tiger). 
WWF aims to achieve this by gaining the 
political will and action at the highest level 
to support tigers - putting in place the right 
conditions to halt the decline in wild tigers 
and aid their recovery, stopping poaching 
and illegal trade and helping secure space 
for 6000+ wild tigers with the active 
support of local people, private sector and 
governments.

Our partners
International Development Association (IDA), World Bank
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Sweden

WWF Bhutan Program
Kawajangsa, Thimphu 11001, Bhutan

Post. Box: 210.
www.wwfbhutan.org.bt
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Wildlife Conservation Division
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