Informative Summary


___________________________________________________________________________________
Event: 		1st Business Roundtable for Sustainable Forestry in Panamá
Date:		March 18, 2013
Location:  	Ciudad del Saber, Panama City, PANAMA


I. INTRODUCCIÓN

Since 2004, WWF and its strategic partners have promoted the project “Responsible Forest Management and Trade in the Embera-Wounaan Indigenous Territory” of Panama´s Darien region, where 74,841 hectares of natural forest are currently under management. The project includes five forest management areas and involves several indigenous communities and river basins. Based on a  Sustainable Forest Management Model the project  aims  to  conserve  forests  for  the  long  term  using  responsible extraction, while at the same time offering economic alternatives to indigenous communities.  WWF provides technical assistance and capacity building to these communities in the setting-up of Community Forest Enterprises for the responsible management and trade of their forestry resources, including the elaboration of management documents[footnoteRef:1] and guidance throughout the FSC[footnoteRef:2] certification process. This has been possible thanks to the financial support of various partners and donors, such as the European Commission, ITTO, Caterpillar Foundation, PPD/GEF, and PRODEI, among others.  This project is bringing benefits to approximately 400 families belonging to the Embera and Wounaan ethnic groups residing in 10 different communities (Nuevo Belén, Punta Grande, La Pulida, La Esperanza, and Barranquillita on the Tupiza river; El Salto and Yavara Puru on the Chucunaque river;  and Marragantí and Bajo Chiquito on the Tuqueza river).   [1:  General Management Plans, Annual Operation Plans, and Environmental Impact Assessments.]  [2:  Forest Stewardship Council http://www.fsc.org/] 


In 2011, the Global Forest Trade Network for Northern Amazon and the Choco-Darien (GFTN-NACD) launched its first Business Roundtable for Sustainable Forestry in Medellin, Colombia and due to its great success it was repeated in a second cycle in 2012.  However, this will be the first time that an event of this kind will take place in Panama. This initiative is being promoted by the WWF’s GFTN-NACD in association with Panama´s Ministry of Trade and Industry (MICI) and the Inter-American Development Bank´s (IDB) Program for Indigenous Business Development (PRODEI) – Impulso Panama.



II. MAIN OBJECTIVE

The principal aim of this initiative is to promote the development of markets for the commercialization of wood sourced from sustainably managed or FSC certified forests by connecting responsible producers with potential clients in the national, regional, and eventually the international market.  At the same time, we aim to promote and raise awareness of this sustainable, soon to be FSC certified, wood source at the national and regional level, in order to gain access to value-added niche markets. In collaboration with our strategic partners, we mean to bring the market to the forest to further advance the commercialization process of the Community Forest Enterprises and other responsible producers, so they can thus contribute to the sustainable development of their communities and the long-term protection of their forests.

III. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

1. Facilitate business and trade relations, as well as potential financing opportunities - within the local and regional market
2. Gain access to new markets - in particular value-added niche markets
3. Promote sustainably sourced wood and fair trade - in Panama and the region


IV. INFORMATIVE SEMINAR


As a parallel event, we are also planning an Informative Seminar in addition to the Business Roundtable.  This event provides an excellent opportunity for all interested partied to share information about and/or promote their sector, activities, or products in Panama´s sustainable forestry sector with the aim of supporting and promoting green businesses that are mindful of reducing their environmental footprint. This Informative Seminar will serve as a complementary platform to the Business Roundtable by providing a space for the exchange of ideas and information relevant to sustainable forest management and responsible trade. During the event there will be an opportunity to hear/give presentations related to the aforementioned themes, such as forest certification, legal/illegal wood, reforestation, financing, fair trade, responsible sourcing, green building, and biodiversity conservation among others. A secondary objective of this event is for participants to familiarize themselves with the different actors involved in Panama´s forestry sector and explore the different opportunities for cooperation or the creation of synergies.

Furthermore, we consider that this event is the perfect stage for the official announcement of the FSC certification of Nedrua and two of the Community Forest Enterprises, which together represent over 43,500 hectares of the first certified natural forest in Panama.
