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- Distinguished guests, 

- Ladies and Gentlemen;

Good morning,

First of all, I wish to extend a warm welcome to fellow delegates from the various 

APEC Economies. I also want to thank Indonesia for its warm hospitality and all 

the efforts spent for the preparation of this Live Reef Fish Food Trade Workshop.  

In  the  last  decade,  Indonesia  has  always  been  an  active  and  enthusiastic 

participant  in  APEC activities,  especially  in  Fisheries  Working  Group. Since  the 

Second APEC-related Ocean Ministerial held in Bali, in 2005 which produced Bali 



Plan of Action,   It is therefore quite meaningful that the APEC Fisheries Working 

Group project held here in Indonesia. 

Today, as the Lead Shepherd of the Fisheries Working Group, I’d like to extend 

my warm welcome to all of participants not only to APEC Economies but also to all 

live reef fish stakeholders here.  I trust that your participation will  bring about 

closer potential cooperation and experience sharing for sustainable live reef food 

fish trade in Asia Pacific Region.  This afternoon and the next two days, we will 

explore  and  review  challenges  and  accomplishments  based  on  the  preceding 

workshop on the live reef food fish trade and discuss the directions for future 

tasks in managing sustainable live reef fish food  trade.  We hope that with the 

results of this meeting, we will  have a new direction and recommendation and 

come up with concrete contributions.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Guests,

As we know that fisheries is one of major economic activities in the Asia Pacific 

Region. In many APEC Economies, it plays an important role in income generating 

activities for coastal communities. For live reef fish, in some of Pacific Economies it 

provides the realistic opportunity for their future economic growth and prosperity. 

The contribution of live reef fish food trade has significant role in addressing food 

security in the Asia Pacific region.

In terms of food security, APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade met in Arequipa, 

Peru in 2008 and noted the dramatic increases in prices of many food products. 

The Ministers collectively agreed that APEC economies could play an important 

role in the global response to this crisis by maintaining a commitment to open 

markets and to trade and investment liberalization. APEC Leaders also agreed to 

support a fully coordinated response and a comprehensive strategy to tackle the 

food security issue. We note that the outcome of this workshop will  obviously 

contribute to address this important issue.



The role of  live reef fish food trade on the food security should focus on the 

comprehensive approach to provide people access to food, supply reliability, trade, 

environment security, and sustainability. The trade, environment and sustainability 

are  important  components  to  be  addressed  in  this  workshop.  We  hope 

cooperation  and  collaboration  amongst  producer  economies  and  consumer 

economies should tackle this crucial issue. Moreover, with the attendance of all 

stakeholders of live reef fish food trade, I am convinced that the outcome of the 

workshop will have significant contributions of the APEC goals. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Guests,

We must bear in mind that our recommendations must be applicable  to  APEC 

economies and be practical and workable. We are aware that sustainable trade on 

live reef fish  is  one of  essential  components of food security through securing 

livelihood  and  food  availability.  So,  we  have  particular  responsibility  for  the 

sustainability  of  our  resources  and  trade  to  address  the  future  food  security 

problem.

Finally,  we hope the meeting  will  be a  success  and I,  once again,  thank the 

Government of  Indonesia  as  a  host and the Organizing Committee for enabling 

this to take place. I look forward to fruitful results in the next few days’ meeting.  

Thank you very much.


