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A brand new rattan website launching under panda.org

Date Title

070772010 A brand new rattan website launching under panda.org
Description

I'm excited to announce that we have developed a brand new rattan website on panda.org. This site will provide you
with all the news, events and practical information on sustainable rattan practices across the Greater Mekong region.

What's inside?

Rattan facts talks about rattan description, distribution, collection, processing, trading and other benefits...
Why sustainable rattan talks about the rattan threats and benefits...

WWF's solution talks about what WWF is doing about rattan, vision and cbjectives... also project achievements,
partners, and project map.

This preject is co-financed by EC, IKEA and DEG

Please do not hesitate to click www.panda.org/rattan to get maore information on rattan forest FSC certification and
Cleaner Production.

Reogards,

P.5. Please feel free to share this link with your colleagues, friends and families.
Moy Promisouvanh

Regional Rattan Communications Officer

WWF Greater Mekong
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Vientiane Times

European business representatives visit a rattan forest in Laos.

Rattan project poised for
big leap forward

Khonesavanh Latsaphao

Representatives from  the
European business community
last week met with officials
from Borikhamxay province
and staff from the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) in Laos
to discuss sustainable rattan
management.

A project to  boost
sustainable management
of rattan resources in Laos
1s being conducted by the
National Research Institute,
Lao National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, local
government agencies and
WWE.

The projectis co-funded by
the European Union and aims
to improve local livelihoods
through sustainable rattan
management and help link
producers of rattan-based
goods to global markets.

Sopphouan,  Phonthong,
Donsat, Thavaeng, Namthi,
Phonxay, Boungpatao villages
- all located in Khamkeut
district of  Borikhamxay
province - are just seven of
the 40 target villages involved
in the WWF-run community-
based  sustainable  rattan

management project.

WWT hopes to award what
it calls ‘Forest Stewardship
Council’ (FSC) certification to
these communities by the end
of this year.

The certification would
guarantee that rattan grown
and harvested in these areas
is done so in a sustainable and
environmentally manner and
would vastly increase access
to international markets for
rattan grown in Laos.

The total forest area under
FSC certification would cover
more than 1,500 hectares of
mixed deciduous and semi-
evergreen rattan, with an
estimated potential harvesting
volume of more than 60
tonnes, or more than 40,000
canes, in 2011.

“This is a start to the switch
tosustainablerattanproduction
and supply through the FSC
rattan forest certification.”
said WWF Rattan Project
Manager in Laos, Mr Bouaphet
Bounsourath.

“International markets
require FSC-certified products
coming from well-managed
forests.”

“FSC certification of Lao

rattan forests will be a world

first,” said WWIE’s Rattan
Programme Manager, Mr
Thibault Ledecq.

“This  will open up

lucrative market opportunities
n the region and in Europe for
our environmentally friendly
resources.”

Thereare 600 rattanspecies
inthe world, with 54 occurring
in the Southeast Asian region.
Village communities in Laos,
Cambodia and Vietnam rely
heavily on the rattan trade,
with sales accounting for up
to 50 percent of cash income
in some rural areas.

More than 90 percent of
rattan processed in the Greater
Mekongregionoriginatesfrom
natural forests and 1s being
depleted at an unsustainable
rate.

WWEF isworkingtoconserve
600,000 square kilometres of
the world’s most biologically
diverse, economically viable,
and seriously threatened forests
and rvers within the Greater
Mekong region, which is a
home and life source to over 300
million people in Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand,
Vietnam and southern China.
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Laos to export rattan,
bamboo to Europe

Khamphone Syﬁonxay

Laos will export its first
rattan and bamboo products
to European markets next
year, according to a report
from the National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

It follows the awarding of
certificates from the Chain of
Custody (COC) and the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC).

Handicraft groups from
' Borikhamxay province met
yesterday ~ with  business
groups and officials from the
agriculture and forestry sector
to discuss the policy for rattan
and bamboo management
and marketing in wake of the
announcement,

The workshop was
organised by the chamber in
cooperation with the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF), who
have been running a project
to regulate and boost rattan
production in Laos.

The policy will help
handicraft groups involved
in the project use rattan

and bamboo resources in a
sustainable way to manufacture
products for sale in both
domestic and foreign markets.

The  establishment  of
a sustainable system for
producing rattan products in
Laos is a government project
designed to improve local
livelihoods and help local rattan
producers link to the global
market, said project officer Mr
Vilasack Xayaphet.

The project has provided
education about sustainable
managementthroughprotection

Rattan producers are calling for more transparent management to
ensure sustainable production.

and replanting in target areas,
he said.

The project, which covers
40 villages in Borikhamxay,
Xekong and Vientiane
provinces, began in 2009 and
will be finished next year.

“The project planned to
protect about 5,000 hectares
of rattan forest, but we are

now surveying just over 4,000

hectares in 29 villages,” said
Mr Vilasack.

Following  the  recent
discussion, the project will
formulate a policy to manage
sustainable rattan and bamboo
areas for villagers, especially
handicraft groups, to use in the
long-term.

This project is funded by
the European Union.

In the past, Laos exported
rattan productstoneighbouring
countries, especially Thailand
and Vietnam, and took
some orders from Japan and
France.

There are no accurate
statistics on rattan production,
but it is estimated that roughly
40 percent of the rattan
processed in Vietnam is coming
from Laos.

The WWF project is trying
to change and make this more
transparent to create better
and more sustainable linkages
between Laos, Vietnam and
Cambodia.

Fifty-one rattan species are
harvested across the region,
with 90 percent of rattan
coming from natural forests.
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Vietnam eyes sturgeon investment
in Champassak

Khamphone Syvongxay

Vietnamese investors are
interested 1n establishing a
sturgeon breeding enterprise
in  Champassak province
following  the provincial
authorities’ success inbreeding
the fish species.

The business would be
located 1in  Thongkalong
and Houay Soy villages of
Palkxong district because the
weather and water conditions
in those areas are suitable for
the fish, a senior official from
the provincial Agriculture
and Forestry Department, Ms
Khamfeng Heuangsisavath,
told Vientiane Times
yesterday.

Last vear, Lao authorities
worked with the Viethamese
government to run a pilot
project to breed sturgeon
and salmon in Thongkalong

village.

The  project  released
about 1,500 sturgeon and
2,500  salmon fingerlings

into fishponds about a year

2

Champassak province hopes to soon breed sturgeon for export.

ago and, after some -early
setbacks, there are now around
80 salmon, each weighing
between 1 and 1.5 kg, and 300
sturgeon, weighing between 2
and 5 kg, she said.

Some sturgeon fingerlings
died in transit between

Vietnam and Champassak and
many salmon died as a result
of floods and storms.
Vietnamese fisheries
experts are assisting project
officials in the hope of
successfully breeding sturgeon
and salmon for domestic

consumption and export, she
said.

The project determined
that there i1s good potential
to breed sturgeon in the
province because the climate
1s suitable, particularly in the
Thongkalong area. However,

salmon are not suitable for
breeding in the province.

Project officials advised
provincial authorities not to
breed salmon because it 1s a
difficult species to raise.

Ms  Khamfeng  said
that a further 500 sturgeon
fingerlings were provided to
the project last month by the
Vietnamese government.

The project also provides
opportunities for Lao fishery
officials to learn about
breeding fish for export to
neighbouring countries,
particularly Vietnam.

Sturgeon fetches higher
prices than salmon in Vietnam,
but in Laos it 1s the other way
round, Ms Khamfeng said.

She said Champassak
hopes to become the first Lao
provinee to breed sturgeon for
export.

The pilot project, which
commenced about one year
ago, has seen sturgeon growing
at a faster rate than those being
bred in Lam Dong province of
Vietnam, said Ms Khamfeng,

Lao rattan industry seeks boost through international fair

Times Reporters

A Lao rattan goods producer
is seeking to improve
production techniques in
order to better meet the
demands of the global market
through participation in an
international trade fair in
Germany which ends today.

This 1s the first year
Danlao, Laos™ largest rattan
company, has participated in
the Spoga International Trade
Fair to promote sustainable
rattan products in the European
market.

“We hope joining this
event will benefit our rattan
industry,” company owner Mr
Kaykham Phetmanyvong was
quoted as saying by the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF), which
is engaged in the promotion of
sustainable rattan production
in Laos.

“We can learmn how to
improve  our  processing
techniques and better meet
global market needs,” he
added.

The Spoga International
Trade Fair for Sport, Camping

and Garden Lifestyle 1s
being held in Cologne from
September 5to 7.

WWEFE  Greater Mekong
Rattan Programme Marketing
Officer, Ms Sylvie Ratsombath
said integrating Lao rattan
products into the global market
1s one of the main goals of the
programme.

“Rattan companies
need to be ready for a big
leap in terms of developing
environmentally-friendly
production  systems  and
product designs if they are to
attract international buyers,”
she said.

For the last year, WWF
has been working with
local communities, rattan
companies, the Lao National
Chamber of  Commerce
and Industry, the National
Agriculture  and  Forestry
Research Institute and local
authorities to promote cleaner
production along the rattan
supply chain in order to
improve local livelihoods and
the rattan company production
system.

WWE’s  Rattan Project

Manager, Mr

Bounsourath

Bouaphet
said the fair
would also give Lao producers
the opportunity to learn about
new product designs.

“The trade fair is a great

opportunity  to  discover

A worker from
the Danlao
Company
adds the final
touches to a
rattan basket.

new product designs and
markets, and also provides
an opportunmty to promote
sustainable rattan products
from the Greater Mekong
region, particularly Laos,” he
said.

Laos exports  rattan
products to neighbouring
countries, especially Thailand
and Vietnam, and also takes
some orders from Japan and
France.

There are no accurate
statistics on rattan production,
but it is estimated that roughly
40 percent of the rattan
processed in Vietnam comes
from Laos.

More than 90 percent of
rattan processed in the Greater
Mekong area originates from
natural forests and is being
depleted at an unsustainable
rate.

This overexploitation is
diminishing an important
source of income for local
people, which  decreases
mncentives to protect forests
from conversion and other
unsustainable land use.

The project to establish a
sustainable production system
for rattan products in Laos is
co-funded by the European
Union, an international home-
products retailer and the
German development finance
mstitution.
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Rattan companies from the Mekong explore global market

via CAAI

Posted on 07 September 2010

For the first time ever, rattan companies from Cambodia, Laos, and
Vietnam are participating in the Spoga International trade fair in
Germany to promote their sustainable rattan products to the
European market.

The Spoga Intemational Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden

Lifestyle, is being held in Cologne, Germany from 5th to 7ih of
September, attracting more than 2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 trade visitors from around
the world.

© WWF

Raitan products, in the WWF booth, from
Greater Mekong region displayed at the
Spoga trade fair in Cologne, Germany

"Rattan companies need to be ready for
a big leap in terms of developing
environmentally friendly  production
systems and product designs if they are
to attract international buyers,” added Ms
Sylvie Rasombath, WWF Laos Rattan
Marketing Officer.

For two years, WWF has been working with local communities, rattan companies,
national and local authorities in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam to promote cleaner
production along the rattan supply chain. The aim is to improve local livelihoods, promote
responsible forest management and certification, clean up the rattan production system,
and link local rattan products to the global market.

“We are looking forward to promoting the Mekong's rattan products to the European
market,” said Xaykham Phetmanyvong the owner of Danlao Co,.Ltd. ‘| think we can leamn
a lot from what they have to offer in terms of innovative design and meeting international
standards.’

"The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see first-hand
how investing in sustainable and clean production systems can give them access to new
markets,” said Thibault Ledecq, WWF's Rattan Programme Manager.

The project “Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Laos,
Cambodia, and Vietnam” is co-funded by the European Union (EU), the international
home-products retailer IKEA and the German development finance institution (DEG).
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A Lao rattan goods producer is seek ing to improve production techniques in

order to better meet the demands of the global market through participation in
an international trade fair in Germany which ends today.

This is the first year Danlao, Laos’ largest rattan company, has participated in
the Spoga International Trade Fair to promote sustainable rattan products in
the European market.

“We hope joining this event will benefit our rattan industry,” company owner
Mr Xaykham Phetmanyvong was quoted as saying by the World Wildlife Fund
(WWTF), which is engaged in the promotion of sustainable rattan production in
Laos.

“We can learn how to improve our processing techniques and better meet
global market needs,” he added.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden Lifestyle is
being held in Cologne from September 5 to 7.

WWF Greater Mekong Rattan Programme Marketing Officer, Ms Svlvie
Ratsombath said integrating Lao rattan products into the global market is one
of the main goals of the programme.

“Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing
environmentally-friendly production systems and product designs if they are
to attract international buyers,” she said.

For the last year, WWF has been working with local communities, rattan
companies, the Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the
National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute and local authorities to
promote cleaner production along the rattan supply chain in order to improve
local livelihoods and the rattan company production system.

WWF's Rattan Project Manager, Mr Bouaphet Bounsourath said the fair would
also give Lao producers the opportunity to learn about new product designs.

“The trade fair is a great opportunity to discover new product designs and
markets, and also provides an opportunity to promote sustainable rattan
products from the Greater Mekong region, particularly Laos,” he said.

Laos exports rattan products to neighbouring countries, especially Thailand
and Vietnam, and also takes some orders from Japan and France.

There are no accurate statistics on rattan production, but it is estimated that
roughly 40 percent of the rattan processed in Vietnam comes from Laos.

More than 9o percent of rattan processed in the Greater Mekong area
originates from natural forests and is being depleted at an unsustainable rate.

This overexploitation is diminishing an important source of income for local
people, which decreases incentives to protect forests from conversion and
other unsustainable land use.

The project to establish a sustainable production system for rattan products in
Laos is co-funded by the European Union, an international home-products
retailer and the German development finance institution.
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For the first time ever, rattan companies from Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam
are participating in the Spoga International trade fair in Germany to promote
their sustainable rattan products to the European market.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden
Lifestyle, is being held in Cologne, Germany from 5th to 7th of September,
attracting more than 2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 trade visitors from around
the world.

‘Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing
environmentally friendly production systems and product designs if they are

to attract international buyers,' added Ms Sylvie Rasombath, WWF Laos Creating a safe
Rattan Marketing Officer. endangered righ

called the "area
For two years, WWF has been working with local communities, rattan 1,000 square na

companies, national and local autharities in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam to  lecated in the R
promote cleaner production along the rattan supply chain. The aim is to region of tha:Se
improve local livelihoods, promote responsible forest management and
certification, clean up the rattan production system, and link local rattan
products to the global market.

"We are looking forward to promoting the Mekong's rattan products to the
European market,' said Xaykham Phetmanyvong the owner of Danlao
Co,.Ltd. 'l think we can learn a lot from what they have to offer in terms of
innovative design and meeting international standards.”

. Joint NASA-Fra
"The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see  track trends in s

first-hand how investing in sustainable and clean production systems can — A satellite th
give them access to new markets,' said Thibault Ledecq, WWF's Rattan scientists battar
understand rise:
Programme Manager. vl <At thas
The project 'Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan circulation....

Products in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam' is co-funded by the European
Union (EU), the international home-products retailer IKEA and the German
development finance institution (DEG).

Source: WWE
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Rattan companies from the
Mekong explore global market

For the first ime ever, rattan
companies from Cambodia, Laos,
and Vietnam are participating in the
B Spooa International trade fair in

miml Cermany to promote their
sustainable rattan products 1o the
European market.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and
(zarden Lifestyle, is being held in Cologne, Germany from 5" 1o

™ol september, attracting more than 2,500 exhibitors and
45,000 trade visitors from arcund the world.

"Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of
developing environmentally friendly production systems and
product designs if they are to altract international buyers,” added
Ms Sylvie Rasombath, WWF Laos Rattan Marketing Officer.

For two years, WWF has been working with local communifies,
rattan companies, national and local authorities in Cambodia,
Laos and Vietnam to promote cleaner production along the rattan
supply chain, The aim is to improve local livelihcods, promate
responsible forest management and certification, clean up the
rattan production system, and link local rattan products to the
global market.

“We are locking forward to promoting the Mekong's rattan
products o the European market,” said Xaykham Phetmanyvong
the owner of Danlao Co,.Ltd. 'l think we can learn a lot from what
they have to offer in terms of innovative design and meeting
international standards.’

“The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan
industry to see first-hand how investing in sustainable and clean
production systems can give them access 10 new markels,” said
Thibault Ledecqg, WWF's Rattan Programme Manager.

The project “Establishing a Sustainable Production System for
Rattan Products in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam® is co-funded
by the European Union (EU), the international home-products
retailer IKEA and the German development finance institution
(DEG).
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< ags by Google poctad on 07
September 2010 For the
first time ever, rattan

companies from
Cambodia, Laos, and
Vietnam are participating
in the Spoga International
trade fair in Germany to

promote their sustainable

rattan products to the

European market. The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport,
Camping and Garden Lifestyle, is being held in Cologne, Germany from
Sth to 7th of September, attracting more than 2,500 exhibitors and
45,000 trade visitors from around the world. © WWF Rattan products,
in the WWF booth, from Greater Mekong region displayed at the Spoga
trade fair in Cologne, Germany “Rattan companies need to be ready for
a big leap in terms of developing environmentally friendly production
systems and product designs if they are to attract international buyers,”
added Ms Sylvie Rasombath, WWF Laos Rattan Marketing Officer. For
two years, WWF has been working with local communities, rattan
companies, national and local authorities in Cambodia, Laos and
Vietnam to promote cleaner production along the rattan supply chain.
The aim is to improve local livelihoods, promote responsible forest
management and certification, clean up the rattan production system,
and link local rattan products to the global market. "“We are looking
forward to promoting the Mekong's rattan products to the European
market,” said Xaykham Phetmanyvong the owner of Danlao Co,.Ltd. ‘Il
think we can learn a lot from what they have to offer in terms of
innovative design and meeting international standards.' “The trade fair
is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see
first-hand how investing in sustainable and clean production systems
can give them access to new markets,” said Thibault Ledecg, WWF's
Rattan Programme Manager. The project "Establishing a Sustainable
Production System for Rattan Products in Laos, Cambodia, and
Vietnam" is co-funded by the European Union (EU), the international
home-products retailer IKEA and the German development finance
institution (DEG).
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Expectation of more coverage:

1. This Sunday 12 Sep, the Radio France International (RFT), Khmer language
edition (one of the most listened to radio channels for News) will air via its FM g2
and FM 102 frequencies a feature article taking into account interviews with WWF
rattan project, Lip Cheang (Cambodian entrepreneur). This radio also owns a website
in Khmer langnage where they upload all articles after these are aired.

2. South-east Asia Weekly newspaper (English) will run an article on the weekend.

3. Phnom Penh Post for its business column probably this week.

Hint: Phnom Penh capital is home to 2 million
people; 24 percent of which have access to
internet on a daily basis. News reading is one
the purposes people go to the web.

Source: Wikipedia and facebook.




WWF for a living planet” Summary of Press Coverage

2. The Cambcdia Daily -- one of the most read English newspapers in Phnom Penh -
published an article promoting participation of Cambodian rattan entrepreneur in this
world exhibit as a link establishment with the international market. WWF work in this

sector is also highlighted.

Business

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER &, 2010

Briefing

Rattan Products on Show
At Int’l Trade Fair

For the first time, Cambodian rat-
tan products are being displayed to
foreign buyers at an international
trade fair, inferational conservation

NGO WWF announced Saturday.
WWF said in a staternent that a col
lection of products from the Cam
bodian Rattan Association, including
chairs, trays and baskets, was on ex-
hibit at the World Trade Fair for
Sport. Camping and Garden Life-

3. Aprivate-owned Cambodian television, CTN, announced the exhibit of Cambodian
rattan products at the Spoga trade fair during their early morning daily news show.
Based on a recently published result of survey on popular TV channels in Phnom Penh
done by Indochina Research, CTN is the most watched across the whole country.

4. The National Radio of Kampuchea broadcasted its article two times, one at noon and the
other at 2pm, promoting Cambodian entrepreneurs’ first participation in such an
important global trade fair. The article also highlighted WWF support in the rattan sector
both industry and resource management sector. The radio is being listened by many
Khmer people living both in the Phnom Penh capital and provinces; its newly launched
FM frequency (before only AM) which is getting popular everyday

5. The Radio Australia News (Melbourne based) in Khmer ran the story on its website and
broadcasted it via local FM 102 station, the most listened to country-wide.
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WWF for a living planete Summary of Press Coverage

Press coverage for the release on Rattan products exhibit
at Spoga trade fair

At the moment, the story is covered by the WWF-Cambodia’s top-six press (later, seven with
RFT’s radio feature on this Sunday) out of our top-ten list.

On Sunday 5 Sep

1. A web news agent based in Phnom Penh, Cambodian Express News, published its article
in Khmer. Loyal readers of the Raksmei Kampuchea (the most read Khmer newspaper in
the country) also visit this CEN site for news updates. This site’s primary target is Phnom
Penh citizens.
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On Monday 6 Sep

1. Koh Santepheap Daily news ran the whole press release {as it is) on thelr webmte
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Rattan companies from the Mekong explore global market
[ T-5ep-10 1:00am |
= P} For the first time ever, rattan companies from Cambodia, Laos, and
: .r s 'ﬂ|ﬁj|¢ "élEtﬂElm are participating in the Spoga International trade fair in
: .‘. l : ermany to promote their sustainable rattan products to the European
1 T market.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden
Lifestyle, is being held in Cologne, Germany from 5th to 7th of September, attracting more than
2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 trade visitors from around the world.

"Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing environmentally
friendly production systems and product designs if they are to attract international buyers,”
added Ms Sylvie Rasombath, WWF Laos Rattan Marketing Officer.

For two years, WWF has been working with local coommunities, rattan companies, national and
local authorities in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam to promote cleaner production along the rattan
supply chain. The aim is to improve local livelihoods, promote responsible forest management
and certification, clean up the rattan production system, and link local rattan products to the
global market.

"We are looking forward to promoting the Mekong's rattan products to the European market,”
said Xaykham Phetmanyvong the owner of Danlao Co, Ltd. 'l think we can learn a lot from what
they have to offer in terms of innovative design and meeting international standards.'

"The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see first-hand how
investing in sustainable and clean production systems can give them access to new markets,"
said Thibault Ledecq, WWF's Rattan Programme Manager.

The project "Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Laos,
Cambodia, and Vietnam" is co-funded by the European Union (EU), the international
home-products retailer IKEA and the German development finance institution (DEG).
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Mekong rattan firms investigate global market at trade fair

HCM CITY — Producers from Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia showcased their sustainable rattan products at
the Spoga International trade fair that ended this week in Cologne, Germany.

"This [exhibition] is very important for us because we are now jointly promoting sustainable rattan
products in the international market," Nguyen Truong Thien, director of the central province of Quang
Nam-based Au Co Rattan - Bamboo Export Enterprise, said.

The company is a pioneer in using clean production technologies to process rattan.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden Lifestyle was held from September 5 to
7, and attracted more than 2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 visitors.

For the last two years the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has been working with local communities,
rattan companies and national and local authorities in Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia to promote clean
production along the rattan supply chain.

Its aim is to improve livelihoods, promote responsible forest management and certification, clean up the
rattan production system, and link local rattan products with the global market.

"The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see first-hand how investing in
sustainable and clean production systems can give them access to new markets," Thibault Ledecq, WWF's
Rattan Programme Manager, said.

"Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing environmentally friendly
production systems and product designs if they are to attract international buyers," he added.

"Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia" is a
project co-funded by the EU, international home-products retailer IKEA, and the German development
finance institution. — VNS
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Mekong rattan firms investigate global market at trade fair

Producers from Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia showcased their sustainable rattan products at
the Spoga International trade fair that ended this week in Cologne, Germany.

"This [exhibition] is very important for us because we are now jointly promoting sustainable
rattan products in the international market," Nguyen Truong Thien, director of the central
province of Quang Nam-based Au Co Rattan - Bamboo Export Enterprise, said.

The company is a pioneer in using clean production technologies to process rattan.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Spert, Camping and Garden Lifestyle was held from
September 5 to 7, and attracted more than 2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 visitors.

For the last two years the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has been working with local
communities, rattan companies and national and local authorities in Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia to promote clean production along the rattan supply chain.

Its aim is to improve livelihoods, promote responsible forest management and certification,
clean up the rattan production system, and link local rattan products with the global market.

"The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see first-hand how
investing in sustainable and clean production systems can give them access to new markets"
Thibault Ledecq, WWF's Rattan Programme Manager, said.

"Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing environmentally
friendly production systems and product designs if they are to attract international buyers.” he
added.

"Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia” is a project co-funded by the EU, international home-products retailer IKEA, and the
German development finance institution.
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Mekong rattan firms investigate global
market at trade fair

VietMam News English - 2 day(s) ago 1 readings Read the original news »
Producers from Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia showcased their sustainable rattan
products at the Spoga International trade fair that ended this week in Cologne,
Germany.

Facebook |E| Twitter ¢4 0 wvote(s) @ Comment [§ Save this news

HCM CITY —

“This [exhibition] is very important for us because we are now jointly promaoting
sustainable rattan products in the international market," Nguyen Truong Thien, director
of the central province of Quang Nam-based Au Co Rattan - Bamboo Export Enterprise,
said.

The company is a pioneer in using clean production technologies to process rattan.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden Lifestyle was held
from September 5 to 7, and attracted more than 2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 visitors.

For the last two years the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has been working with
local communities, rattan companies and national and local authorities in Viet Nam,
Laos and Cambodia to promote clean production along the rattan supply chain.

Its aim is to improve livelihoods, promote responsible forest management and
cerification, clean up the rattan production system, and link local rattan products with
the global market.

“The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see first-hand
how investing in sustainable and clean production systems can give them access to new
markets,” Thibault Ledecq, WWF's Rattan Programme Manager, said.

"Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing
environmentally friendly production systems and product designs if they are to attract
international buyers,” he added.

“Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Viet Nam, Laos
and Cambodia® is a project co-funded by the EU, international home-products retailer
IKEA. and the German development finance institution. — YNS
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Mekong Rattan Firms Investigate Global Market at Trade
Fair

Producers from Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia showcased their sustainable rattan
products at the Spoga International trade fair that ended this week in Cologne, Germany.

Producers from Viet Mam, Laos and Cambodia showcased their sustainable rattan products at the Spoga
International trade fair that ended this week in Cologne, Germany.

“This [exhibition] is very important for us because we are now jointly promoting sustainable rattan products in the
international market,” Nguyen Truong Thien, director of the central province of Quang Nam-based Au Co Rattan -
Bamboo Export Enterprise, said.

The company is a pioneer in using clean production technologies to process rattan.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden Lifestyle was held from 3eptember 5 to 7,
and attracted more than 2,500 exhibitors and 45,000 visitors.

For the last two years the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has been working with local communities, rattan
companies and national and local authorities in Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia to promote clean production along
the rattan supply chain.

Its aim is to improve livelihoods, promote responsible forest management and certification, clean up the rattan
production system, and link local rattan products with the global market.

"The frade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see first-hand how investing in
sustainable and clean production systems can give them access to new markets.” Thibault Ledecg, WWF's
Rattan Programme Manager, said.

"Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing environmentally friendly production
systems and product designs if they are to attract international buyers,” he added.

“Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia® is a project
co-funded by the EU, international home-products retailer IKEA, and the German development finance institution.
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Lao cung tham gia héi che thwrong mai quuc té Spoga tal Birc dé quang ba
céc san pham may tre 14 ra thi truérng chau Au.
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gidi. Ong Nguyén Truéng Thién, Giam dbc Cty Xuat khau May Tre Au Co
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Nam-based Au Co Rattan — Bamboo Export Enterprise, said.
The company is a pioneer in using clean production technologies to process rattan.

The Spoga International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden Lifestyle was held
from September 5 to 7, and attracted more than 2, 500 exhibitors and 45,000 visitors.

For the last two years the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has been working with
local communities, rattan companies and national and local authorities in Viet Nam,
Laos and Cambaodia to promote clean production along the rattan supply chain.

Its aim is to improve livelihoods, promote responsible forest management and
certification, clean up the rattan production system, and link local rattan products with
the global market.

“The trade fair is a fantastic opportunity for the Mekong rattan industry to see
first-hand how investing in sustainable and clean production systems can give them
access to new markets,” Thibault Ledecq, WWF's Rattan Programme Manager, said.

“Rattan companies need to be ready for a big leap in terms of developing
environmentally friendly production systems and product designs if they are to attract
international buyers,” he added.

“Establishing a Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in Viet Nam, Laos
and Cambodia® is a project co-funded by the EU, international home-products retailer
IKEA, and the German development finance institution. — VNS
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Rattan Revival o

A NEW APPROACH AIMED AT SWITCHING FROM OVER-EXPLOITED RATTAN RESOURCES TO A MORE
SUSTAINABLE RATTAN SUPPLY CHAIN IS BEING INSTIGATED BY CONSERVATION CHARITY, WWF.

ITS OVERARCHING GOALS ARE TO MAINTAIN AND SUSTAINABLY MANAGE 50,000 HECTARES OF FORESTS
IN THE GREATER MEKONG REGION, AND TO GET FSC (FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL) OR FAIR TRADE-
CERTIFIED RATTAN PRODUCTS ONTO THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET.

Map of the project area in the Greater Mekong region.

“That’s rattan”, says Bouaphet Bounsourath, Project
Manager of WWF Laos, and points at a very long, thorny
liana-like woody plant, clinging onto the trees. “The thorns
can be quite nasty if you don’t know how to handle the
plant. It doesn’t do any harm to the trees, but needs them
to climb and grow.”

This part of the world, the Greater Mekong region, is
one of the most diverse on the planet. Within the last
decade, more than 1,000 new species have been
discovered. The wet, dark and muddy tropical forests in
eastern Laos are home to tigers, red-shanked doucs and THAILAND
a myriad of various bird and snake species. But this
paradise is threatened by increasing pressure from
unsustainable development, over extraction of natural
resources, wildlife trade, and the devastating impacts of
climate change.

The distinct woven mesh of rattan furniture is a familiar
site in many homes, but few know where it comes from or
what the plant actually looks like. Rattan is a multi-million
dollar business, global trade is estimated at US$2 billion
(International Network for Bamboo and Rattan, 2009). It
plays an important role in creating jobs and income for
communities in the Greater Mekong and throughout " d
Southeast Asia, as well as parts of China. Rattan may R - : - 41 o S
account for up to 50 percent of the cash income in a .
community. )

Forest cover in the Greater Mekong has fallen from over
55 percent in the early 1970s to 34 percent today.
Unsustainable rattan harvesting leads to forest
degradation and has a negative effect on rural people’s
source of income. WWF wants to achieve a more
sustainable rattan production that will ensure future rattan
supply and prevent negative impacts on communities,
companies, and nature.

Thus, WWEF initiated a sustainable rattan program in
Cambodia and Laos (in 2006), and Vietnam (in 2009)
which led to the current project — “Establishing a
Sustainable Production System for Rattan Products in
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam” — with funding from the EU
and IKEA. “The approach is based on switching from
over-exploited rattan resources to a more sustainable
rattan supply chain, addressing the whole chain, from

Target projects map

P
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Rattan products in the making. The plant is an important source of jobs and income.
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SUSTAINABILITY

Rattan

» Rattan belongs to the palm
family (Arecales or Palmea) and
is found in Asia, Africa, and
Australasia up to 3,000 meters
above sea level

» Around 600 species and 13
genera of rattan are known;
commercially used are mainly
eight species.

» Certain rattan species are
known to grow more than one
hundred meters long

» The bark of rattan strands is peeled off and used for

weaving, while the “core” of the rattan can be used for

various purposes in furniture making.

seed to shelf”, says Bouaphet.

The objective of the project is to strengthen the rattan
industry in the three countries, producing attractive, high-
quality products for the international market, and thereby
contributing to the socio-economic development of these
nations, based on a more sustainable production and
responsible forestry.

The overarching goals are to maintain and sustainably
manage 50,000 hectares of forests in the Greater Mekong
region, and to get FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) or
Fair Trade-certified rattan products onto the international
market.

“Responsible traders, retailers, and consumers in
Europe, America, and Asia play a key role in securing the
future for rattan producers and forest resources in Laos,
Cambodia, and Vietnam”, says Simone Stammbach,
Market Links Manager at WWF Switzerland.

Within only 10 years, sales of FSC-products — made by
WWF Global Forest & Trade participants in Switzerland —
went up from zero to US$ 283 million in 2009. This
increasing demand shows that customers in Europe want
certified products that are cleaner, improve livelihoods,
and keep forests healthy.

“This makes sense from every angle — people, profit,
and planet wise”, comments Stefan Mundwiler of the
retailer Coop, “consumers want to do the right thing”.
Coop in Switzerland has committed to purchasing some
of the FSC-certified rattan. This world’s first FSC
certification of rattan forests is expected in early 2011.

According to Swedish furniture trader and writer Jenny
von Platen, the trend is that rattan is returning “by leaps
and bounds” to the international market.

Poly or plastic rattan furniture may be practical but they
do little to guarantee an income for natural rattan
producers and secure thriving living spaces for animals like
tigers, elephants, and rhinos.

So far, some 20 companies in Laos, Cambodia, and

24 Garden World

Example of a of a stylish rattan chair.

Vietnam are participating in the project. Together with
these companies and around 100 communities, WWF is
developing forest management plans, training processors
and traders in cleaner production practices, supporting
better legislation, and promoting FSC and Fair Trade
certification of the forests as well as of the products.

Companies interested in supporting responsible forest
management come together in the Global Forest and
Trade Network, an effort initiated by WWF to promote
forest-based products from responsible forestry, and
facilitate contacts between businesses. This network
currently exists in 32 countries.

The first rattan products made from sustainable rattan
are expected to reach the international market in 2011. By
2015 WWEF aims for half of the rattan industry in Laos,
Vietnam, and Cambodia is more sustainable which will
lead to environmental improvements, enhanced
competitiveness, and increased income for communities.

“With this project, it is becoming possible for villagers to
craft rattan products and conserve the forest at the same
time. Now it is important to increase capacity in the
communities and develop the marketing aspect of their
rattan products. The locals are learning from the private
sector,” concludes Ratanak Ou, Project Manager of WWF
Cambodia.

Come and visit them at this year’s spoga+gafa Fair. The
WWEF booth is located in passage 3/11. m

To learn more about the WWF/EU rattan program visit
www.panda.org/rattan, www.switch-asia.eu and
www.rattancambodia.com

For more information about FSC (Forest Stewardship
Council) and Fair Trade go to www.fsc.org,
www.fairtrade.net and www.wfto.com

To learn more about the WWF Global Forest and Trade
Network visit www.gftn.panda.org
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Lao rattan products need
improvement for EU market

Souksakhone Vaenkeo

Huge improvements need to
be made to the design of Lao
rattan products if they are to
crack the lucrative European
Union (EU) market, Laos’
biggest rattan producer said.

Having participated in
a three-day international
trade fair in Germany from
September 5-7, the owner
of the Danlao company, Mr
Xaykham Phetmanyvong,
said that 50 or 60 percent of
his products needed to be
adjusted to meet EU customer
preference.

“We need to enlarge sizes,
change colours and introduce
more classic styles to attract
EU customers,” he told
Vientiane Times yesterday.

Despite no orders
being taken, Mr Xaykham
said several international
entrepreneurs had expressed
interest in the Lao rattan
products exhibited at the
fair. They were particularly
impressed by the fact the
non-timber products had been
made from materials as part
of a sustainable management
project.

In addition, Mr Xaykham
learnt that some EU countries
are formulating a regulation
that will prioritise the import
of rattan products made from
sustainable resources.

“Once this regulation
comes into effect, the EU
could be a potentially huge
market as Laos has engaged
in sustainable means of rattan
production for five years
now,” he said, adding that
the EU has imposed a similar
regulation for wood products.

This was the first time
Danlao participated in the
Spoga International Trade
Fair for Sport, Camping and

Garden Lifestyle held in
Cologne, Germany.

Mr Xaykham said he was
optimistic that EU customers
would order his company’s
products in the not too distant
future as they had provided
contact details in a brochure
distributed at the fair.

The World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) has been working
with local communities, rattan
companies, the Lao National
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, the National
Agriculture and  Forestry
Research Institute and local
authorities to promote a more
efficient rattan supply chain
and improve livelihoods in
Borikhamxay, Vientiane, and
Xekong provinces.

WWF  Greater Mekong
Rattan Programme Marketing
Officer Ms Sylvie Ratsombath
said integrating Lao rattan
products into the global market
is one of the main goals of the
programme.

“Rattan companies need
to make a big leap in terms of
developing environmentally
friendly production systems
and product designs if they
are to attract international
buyers,” she said.

Laos exports rattan products
to  neighbouring countries,
especially  Thailand  and
Vietnam, and also takes some
orders from Japan and France.

There are no accurate
statistics on rattan production,
but it is estimated that about 40
percent of the rattan processed
in Vietnam comes from Laos.

The project to establish a
sustainable production system
for rattan products in Laos is
co-funded by the European
Union, an international home-
products retailer and the
German development finance
institution.
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WWF for a living planet’ Summary of Press Coverage

Press coverage for the release on sustainable designs for
rattan product of Cambodia

e Launch event: 26 November 2010, Baytong restaurant, Phnom Penh with participation
from representatives of relevant government agencies, companies, NGOs, press, banks
o Press release: 25 November 2010 to the WWF-Cambodia’s list of top 10 press

The news received country-wide coverage by 8 of our top 10 press:

Kampuchea Thmei newspaper

Nokor Wat newspaper, radio (two times, copies were recorded) and website
National Radio of Kampuchea (three times, copies were recorded)

Deum Ampil daily web news

Radio France international (RFI) Khmer edition via its own frequency 92FM
broadcasted from Paris station and the most popular local 102FM, as well as its
website. Copies were recorded.

6. Koh Santepheap website

7. Raksmei Kampuchea website

8. TVK, national TV (WWF’s Press Officer has a copy of the already broadcasted news)

gL

With the above publicities, the message WWF wanted to promote were covered: Cambodian
rattan producers commit to sustainable high-end product design contributing to
establishment of a sustainable production and supply system, while meeting the quality
standards and requirements (and trend) of European markets. The current press coverage
also support promotion of the works WWF’s rattan project is implementing: engaging rattan
SME in sustainable and environmentally-friendly processing techniques and designs,
establishing links with European and international markets for rattan products of Cambodia,
as well as resources management and livelihoods improvement at the community level.

Below are the snap-shots of the coverage.
*1t is also important to note that other than the coverage by the WWF-Cambodia’s top press,

many other Phnom Penh based daily and weekly newspaper; radio and web-news sites
published or will publish this news as well.

*1t is very difficult to get hold of exact calculations, but here are some rough estimates of
web-news popularity, by average of visits per day:

1. Kampuchea Thmei: 5,000 visits

2. Deum Ampil: 5,000 visits

3. Nokorwat: 10,000 visits

4. Koh Santepheap: no available source
5. Raksmei Kampuchea no available source
6. RFI-Khmer no available source

The number of visitors represents those who can understand Khmer from across the globe.




~ Le coffret événement de 18 CDs

for a living planet’ Summary of Press Coverage

S S =’
’ 3 africaine.
4 ; , musique africai T
50 ans de T _____(l“ e
i 1 g | _— Une coédifior REIDiscograph
édnduy | Aym  mal | At | mels 51 RA | ]emanmin . "
[N GAIDIIGRT | USAEMAIE | Uslma
Oyimigy =fddne: BSen e inamw s EANEAGER i
portugués - fhil - pycckwd - hausa
UFLIAMINN
© npilejminngimb
§dsrdy  PODCAST  niftedisnitin migpmma | dfns | vsigh| RAman
1aufi 27 T 2010 ANTAMIGH WU gty
E|aminie selafglivesnygm udnmagims .
@ a q &R antimIgprges
“?EJTFHEU

guiphiRigfant
AR

° anir (o8:20) @ um n.nﬂqh Playlist nm'jg'i O sgogn @ Embed

‘ Trouver l'intrus :

Nt o S I I
L B T

http://www.khmer.rfi.fr/Rattan%20vision%20europ%20market

Done

LaNg

NOKORWAT RADIO STATn

Agjiisnnms
dnindigl idadynisiagm inngme

Inwugpsn
i : Mt G

samaigl iuamsmiIGngE meugan:afhn & SnEmanimaunonibRigriar eing
igiigis: '
minfsinunmyifnnnépenis issdnsanghs: [insum R RHRMI WWF D8t
e idifimendanuigingm maemsFpigma s

asantifnsian A nw M nwminh iinos §uaniogh aigh

Done

http://www.nokorwatcenter.com/detailnews.php?newsid=3502&mnu=4




WWF for a living planet’ Summary of Press Coverage

ig i v iz ggivooo samnmAfiAniiaghm
e g Innwyon
ATHAITHT
AUDITION
5m§Fr e
nes | KOH SANTEPHEAP DAILY .\\ b %
diiys | AAMBMA | ddmsugihd | AAmsAg | Ay Shiugad ‘ (aniget ‘ 1A AY ‘ =1

viunwigis: summw ey w§nsade AAnsiugAy uiaps AAlAY  GneIAA

musHgimsugnn:admgaisussanisaryg

I F IMIARNE] = SHARE = nfifi TEXT SIZE
T e i
Tg raqr § 0 fo ¥Hm g wo20 qﬁiﬂﬂﬁ]ﬁlﬁ;l_‘%ﬁjﬁ

g EG
nimEfing igfon T§m givoso ¢ igie:wmnsigingn Aintigisagmi WwF nediiands e,
nEipAnuniggnsigmuimind (pabnfny ipoam Skisans) wnRisigm mims 84
ufrnjaymd ((Rrghuians) Saswshsfimmisiicm (Rahmaicnyg) BsimesmnhAuinmsd
fifirnffgiengaisadngugidghogisings 1 Afa Srademavagaitirneniung oy AR 8§37
18: muigsusnifgrnmisnnisiynisversgingn Sagnianigmongsismtm

¢ W i = RS EE N R R
WWF 4 xtjﬂﬂﬁhmmhmum AnarbrmrdnEfinsihwmnissnsnJATRISUSARNIGE sem siE P . :
b bR S e e T T : USRI RHAR MR AT Ak

Done

http://kohsantepheapdaily.com.kh/article/20101126-034156.html

CEN

iﬁ LRU'IMJT?E 2ig [3@2010 Help | About| Feedback| Contact us| Forum | Advertise| Member | Links

5

N FRESTDETINIGW DN
ﬁJU}jﬁiiﬁigi@iﬂﬁgﬁ] Ui qﬁﬁgﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmoamtﬂﬂs

A @ iy @ @ [#Tweet| 0 0 ELike @ sharc [l

reht - e (i & 24 1Gm 2010)

o » W A=

Finm- shmiguBEaginisnnnamnssmbn
A G599 nighisl ngmiigusGas
Ui FERRIUATZE M Fyw sighamuiie: 4

wnksimisfpmaninsguuayguiiugipismmansgEemuinug Inghsts:o w:
fmapiens slasuATFInAmA midnfyuiiuasiuiidh wgapeanyn wgamubang
fimmiism ddasuinigie: wmEBans st A Bh isifapmgind 4

/-4—"3 Audransctoyedynnde
dmets/  OUR ECOTOURISM SITE

wANmAUNAS - Engaitamewgnnghnga Wimmindigmagphiigheagm maigygn

Done



9
(A

WWF for a living planet Summary of Press Coverage

miiﬁmquiﬂﬂnmnn'q;ﬂmigﬁsmmmiﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ
ngﬂumiipﬁiﬁnmsiﬁli_ﬁﬁiﬁmmsgsmn

fng : moligios f97gm
rﬁboe:ommﬁmg"lﬁgmﬁr@m

ﬂ’
"t
639 stz Gs®

% MPUCHEATHMEY DAILY .

fiddy Tel: 023 662 41 41 Fax 023125&11 Web: mkampldmtllmy.cnm




WWF for a living planet’ Summary of Press Coverage

_&mm@m E'?JETHT_—TQJ

esday, Dec 01st Lastupdate: 01:40:32 PM GMT English Version Contact Advertise: 012 571704 Fax: 023 217242 email: lim cheavutha@gmail com

-
ATENECORMIAA Aty : e & m— ) — ﬁﬁiliiijil'lﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁgiﬂnm‘fn
REEEREI nnmaﬂhtnm ffweagrd  wfis-umrign Eéfe Home 23 Khmer Food FreLall Frow Wepsite ’,Gf; i
Protect Your Home serving gou qualtty rice e s s

ﬂE‘ﬁEﬁ'l [Efﬁlgiﬁaﬁ'lllﬁ Eﬁ!ﬂlﬂﬂlﬁﬁi tE’iﬁEtﬁ Phnom Penh www.TripAdvisor.com

Find Hotels, Compare Rates, Read Reviews &
asmE More. Try TripAdvisor!

Friday, 26 November 2010 13:05 sthew= T8m

A = i3 Snb Timites momemingh sipnomiiasm WwE pesisania .
== el " 8 i " ¢ = Free Downloadable Movies www.\WorldsLastChan

gwiggigfnmshivinmed Sinidpemsdisdbode widuhohmingh Download The Most Viewed End Time Bible
: Prophecy Videos Online Today!

#&n BuyiamisegtiRnmnehivpmaninue: odgusnifgunminisinha

Surmirem Mutmisuere s Saamsndatiastm WWF 1 isliginbusennes Stvlish Siem Rean Hotel wivw.theriveroarden.info
Done

http://www.dap-
news.com/index.php?option=com_ content&view=article&id=15374:eptakmtuca-
rtuvanekbibn-bikmrudmbugbgys-enakmtuca&catid=1:local-news&ltemid=50

£aia

NOKORWAT NEWS DAan

innath g | Asng search ... ol
sz DEN Ki
Al

Conditioner

musngimeuganaEniza BuAsENE0NaAY SamiATRhsMsUATWEIS g

mn

i : MIRANSSAIG
- Iunlzer(m;s)

tnpin s $200+

ﬁinm moufigion foffm giooso vemegiagmannigiissym W pedtapds nupRanmiigasganip

inf (rrsndngpuen Sisae ) Siswamsgmumims Shafmmymi ((nagh Gins ) Siswndstgomis w mu

o (Ayamofigng ) wsmesmnbAviposiimispondaisdaiugityavhs isingmy A%n Bndtsmrong ™

RO snAvpaSms: madgraopifigrnngsmnedyn sanavigingn shmﬁmryxgmnmqﬁxsagm
—1

WWF 4
= = 23 =2 o . S o i - 1
igﬂig'lfehﬁ.lmmﬁglmﬁr!hfhmiﬁnﬁﬁimhﬁﬂ]mmfﬁﬁmuﬁm_m AERHUhAMIGYESMSIFIMAG: Sasid: nmEsms l

Done

http://www.nokorwatcenter.com/detailnews.php?newsid=3579&mnu=2&cid=4




2 | Home News | Saturday November 27, 2010

Vientiane Times

£

Ms Malaithip Singsahanath (third left) poses with runners-up and last year’s Miss Laos Phailinda

Philavan (fourth left).

Triumph and tears...

7.5g of gold, and a gold silk
sash worth 1.5 million kip.

In joint fourth place were
Miss Vinida Phanthavong,
18, and Chindavone Siritham,
both from Vientiane, who each
received 10 million kip, 7.5g
of gold, and a gold silk sash
worth 1.5 million kip.

Miss Viyada Pathilath
took the Miss Photogenic and
Miss Healthy votes, winning 5
million kip for each.

Ms Dalai Sichanthavong
won the Miss Friendship
vote and Ms Seng-Aloun
Thongmanila was voted Miss
Popular, each receiving 5
million kip.

Five other finalists also
received  scholarships  to
study for a master’s degree at
Comcenter College, along with
gift vouchers from various
shops and the Don Chan Palace
hotel.

The 24 finalists were
selected from more than 400
participants from around the
country during earlier selection
rounds that took place from
September 13 to 26.

The evening was enlivened
by several cultural performances
by the National Performance
Troupe and  folk  and
contemporary songs performed
by well-known artists.

As Miss Laos 2010, Ms
Malaithip will be considered
a representative of Laos, and
will act as an ambassador for
Lao culture and traditions, both
locally and internationally.

“This is the largest beauty
contest to be held in Laos and
the first the government has
been involved in,” said Director
General of the Information
and Culture Ministry’s Mass
Culture  Department, Mr
Sipheng Vongpanya.

Mr Sipheng, who is
a member of the event
organising committee, said
the contest aims to promote
Lao culture, lifestyle and
customs, particularly women’s
traditional dress, and to raise
awareness of the country’s
unique culture amongst young
people. He believes the event
will encourage the younger
generation to love their

FROM PAGE 1

country, and contribute to
efforts to conserve and promote
its culture.

Hesaidthe contestisalsoan
opportunity to develop active
cultural exchange among
Asean countries, through the
participation of Lao women as
cultural ambassadors.

Theeventiskeytopromoting
women’s beauty, courtesy,
patience, bravery and creative
contributions to development,
both among the Lao public
and internationally.

The Miss Laos contest
was first held in 2009,
organised by the Ministry of
Information and Culture in
cooperation with K&C Group.
The forerunner of the contest
was the Miss Apone Lao
beauty pageant, which was
first held in 2006.

Last year, Ms Phailinda
Philavanh, then aged 19, won
the crown.

The contest will be held
annually until 2014, with
the aim of revealing Laos’
most beautiful and congenial
women.

WWEF helps Lao rattan products
access EU markets

Times Reporters

Makers of rattan products
have higher hopes of accessing
Western markets, thanks to a
new scheme that is helping
them redesign their wares to
suit overseas tastes.

Worldwide  Fund  for
Nature (WWF) has engaged a
designer from Lund University
in Sweden - one of the top three
design universities in the world
- to help Lao rattan producers
create items that will appeal to
today’s buyers.

Working together since
June, rattan entrepreneurs and
designers engaged in WWF’s
activities have developed more
than 30 product designs.

They have assembled an
attractive range of furniture,
baskets and accessories, hoping
their innovative designs will
not only penetrate European
markets but also national
and regional markets, a press
release from the WWF said.

“We learned from the
designers how to select and use
good quality rattan, to make
use of waste material and to
develop innovative designs
based on clients’ needs,” said
Marketing Manager of the
Chaemchanh Rattan Company
in Vientiane, Ms Thipphaphone
Insixiengmay.

“What the designer has left
here for us is ways to create new
items with confidence, so that we

can later improve and develop
attractive new designs that meet
our clients’ requirements,” said
the owner of Danlao Factory,
Mr Xaykham Phetmanyvong,
which is located in Vientiane
province.

Through this collaboration,
Mr Xaykham expects to have
more purchase orders from
Western retailers.

In September he attended the
three-day international trade fair
‘Spoga International Trade Fair
for Sport, Camping and Garden
Lifestyle’ held in Cologne,
Germany, with the support of
WWEF.

Here he learnt that 50 or 60
percent of his product designs
needed to be adjusted and
improved to suit EU customers’
styles.

“I found out that we needed
to make things bigger and use
more classic colours if we are
to attract more EU customers,”
he told the Vientiane Times.

Mr Xaykham also learnt
that Lao rattan products have
high potential to make a strong
impact on Western markets
because they are made from
raw materials harvested in a
sustainable way, which appeals
to the sentiments of European
customers.

The university designer
Ms Therese Broberg said she
hoped the Lao rattan companies
engaged in WWEF’s activities
would be able to improve

and develop new designs
for the European market by
themselves, to fully benefit
from the country’s potential.

“The rattan industry in
Laos is not that big yet in terms
of revenue, but this country
has vast natural resources and
therefore a very big potential
for sustainable rattan industry
growth,” she said.

Under the WWF pro-
gramme, Ms Broberg has
worked in the region since June
and will complete her mission
in December, having improved
rattan product designs and
helped local businesses to
develop sustainable, clean and
innovative products.

Laos exports rattan products
to neighbouring countries,
mostly Thailand and Vietnam,
and also takes some orders
from Japan and France.

The WWF is working
with National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
National ~ Agriculture and
Forestry Research Institute,
local authorities, entrepreneurs
and communities on
sustainable rattan management
in Borikhamxay, Vientiane,
and Xekong provinces. The
project to establish sustainable
rattan production in Laos is
co-funded by the European
Union, an international home-
products retailer, and the
German development finance
institution.

SNAPSHOTS

Two women in Koutsambath village, Xaythany district, Vientiane, use carts to transport wood
they found in a nearby forest for use as cooking fuel.

--Phetsamone Chandala

_ L
Children at Phonxaysomboun School in Xaysathan village, Sisattanak district, Vientiane, enjoy
spending time on playground equipment during a break from classes.

The wing of an American aircraft shot down in the Indochina war remains on view at Phanob
temple in Khammuan province’s Boualapha district. The villagers keep it as a reminder of the
war, in which thousands of Lao people lost their lives.
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Makers of rattan products have higher hopes of accessing Western markets,
thanks to a new scheme that is helping them redesign their wares to suit
overseas tastes.

Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) has engaged a designer from Lund
University in Sweden — one of the top three design universities in the world -
to help Lao rattan producers create items that will appeal to today’s buyers.

Working together since June, rattan entrepreneurs and designers engaged in
WWTF's activities have developed more than 30 product designs.

Theyv have assembled an attractive range of furniture, baskets and accessories,
hoping their innovative designs will not only penetrate European markets but
also national and regional markets, a press release from the WWF said.

“We learned from the designers how to select and use good quality rattan, to
make use of waste material and to develop innovative designs based on clients’
needs,” said Marketing Manager of the Chaemchanh Rattan Company in
Vientiane, Ms Thipphaphone Insixiengmay.

“What the designer has left here for us is ways to create new items with
confidence, so that we can later improve and develop attractive new designs
that meet our clients’ requirements,” said the owner of Danlao Factory, Mr
Xavkham Phetmanyvong, which is 1 ocated in Vientiane province.

Through this collaboration, Mr Xavkham expects to have more purchase
orders from Western retailers.

In September he attended the three-day international trade fair ‘Spoga
International Trade Fair for Sport, Camping and Garden Lifestyle’ held in
Cologne, Germany, with the support of WWF.

Here he learnt that 50 or 60 percent of his product designs needed to be
adjusted and improved to suit EU customers’ styles.

“I found out that we needed to make things bigger and use more classic colours
if we are to attract more EU customers,” he told the Vientiane Times.

Mr Xavkham also learnt that Lao rattan products have high potential to make
a strong impact on Western markets because they are made from raw
materials harvested in a sustainable way, which appeals to the sentiments of
European customers.

The university designer Ms Therese Broberg said she hoped the Lao rattan
companies engaged in WWTF's activities would be able to improve and develop
new designs for the European market by themselves, to fully benefit from the

country’s potential.

“The rattan industry in Laos is not that big yet in terms of revenue, but this
country has vast natural resources and therefore a very big potential for
sustainable rattan industry growth,” she said.

Under the WWF pro-gramme, Ms Broberg has worked in the region since June
and will complete her mission in December, having improved rattan product
designs and helped local businesses to develop sustainable, clean and
innovative products,

Laos exports rattan products to neighbouring countries, mostly Thailand and
Vietnam, and also takes some orders from Japan and France.

The WWTF is working with National Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute, local authorities,
entrepreneurs and communities on sustainable rattan management in
Borikhamxay, Vientiane, and Xekong provinces. The project to establish
sustainable rattan production in Laos is co-funded by the European Union, an
international home-products retailer, and the German development finance
institution.
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1. Policy Development Workshop:
http://www.switchasiavn.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&layout=blog&id=3
&ltemid=3&lang=vi

http://wwf.panda.org/who _we are/wwf offices/vietham/?197437/First-National-Bamboo-and-
Rattan-Policy-Development-Conference

2 Design Workshop:
http://wwf.panda.org/who we are/wwf offices/vietnam/?197755/Towards-a-global-accession-
for-Vietnamese-rattan-sector

Hanoi Television broadcasted the news at 11.00 on December 3rd

Digital VCTV interviewed Que Anh and broadcasted on VCTV14 at 16.30 and 21.30 on
December 4th

(footage needs to be made).

In the meantime | send you the picture showing the television interview Que Anh

3 Workshop on business planning and export marketing for rattan
companies in Hue :
Hue Television interviewed Que Anh and broadcasted the news on 30th October (footage is
available at Hanoi Office)
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Why we are hers.

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

www.panda.org/rattan
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