
About the Project
EWS-WWF’s Marine  

Turtle Conservation 
Project researched 
the foraging behavior, 
migratory routes and 

conservation needs 
of Hawksbill turtles in 

the Gulf, Gulf of Oman and Arabian 
Sea, between 2010 and 2013. The 
conservation team and its partners 
travelled to a number of known nesting 
sites in Iran, Oman, Qatar and the 
UAE to fit satellite transmitters to 75 
Hawksbill turtles. Tracking via satellite 
transmitter allowed the team to chart 
the turtles’ movements during the  
four year project and helped uncover  
key habitats and migration routes  
the turtles use. This will help guide 
future conservation measures to  
ensure the survival of this critically 
endangered species.

A CASE STUDY FOR CLIMATE CHANGE  

DUE TO AN 80% DECLINE IN POPULATION SIZE, HAWKSBILL TURTLES ARE CRITICALLY ENDANGERED GLOBALLY. RESEARCH INTO WAYS TO SAFEGUARD THEIR FUTURE SURVIVAL IS CRITICAL. 
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Hawksbill turtles 
are a truly regional 
species; they do 
not belong to any 
one country, as 
evidenced by their  
migration routes.  
Protection for 
these animals  
must come from  
all parts of the 
Gulf, given a shared 
responsibility for  
our environment.
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BY-CATCH  
•	 Turtles can become  
 caught or entangled in 
 fishing gear discarded at sea, 
 causing them to choke or drown.

POLLUTION  
•	 Oil spills, chemicals and high  
 temperature water discharge can  
 also affect the turtles while noise  
 and light pollution can confuse   
 hatchlings and nesting turtles.

DEVELOPMENT  
•	 Coastal and offshore developments   
 can destroy nesting beaches as well   
 as feeding habitats, while coastal       
 modification can disrupt turtle   
 migration routes.
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THE ROLE OF TURTLES 
Sign of a healthy marine habitat 

Consumers of seagrass, corals, 
algae and jellyfish 

Prey for other animals

Flagship species for marine 
conservation and research
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MARINE TURTLE CONSERVATION PROJECT 
It was scientifically recorded for the first time that as water temperatures 
rose in the summer, Gulf turtles migrated to cooler, deeper waters. They 
returned to their initial feeding grounds when the temperatures dropped 
again in autumn. Although temperatures are naturally high in the Gulf, climate 
change is predicted to raise sea temperatures in other parts of the world and 
this could affect the distribution and behaviour of turtles elsewhere.
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This project has identified key sites in the region 
that are critical for the survival of the hawksbill  
turtles. These locations, including foraging grounds,  
are important turtle areas.
Formal recognition of these areas and increased protection  
should be enacted to ensure their future existence. Protection  
can come from formal marine protected  areas, the use of  
best practice guidelines for industry or programmes raising  
community awareness at nesting sites.

IMPORTANT TURTLE AREAS  

EWS-WWF Marine Turtle Conservation Project worked with partners in, the UAE,  
Oman, Qatar and Iran, as well as the Marine Research Foundation in Malaysia.PARTNERS www.ewswwf.ae

Find out more at  


