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NATURAL RESOURCES ARE THE SOURCES OF LIFE. 
NATURE IS THE BASIS OF OUR WELL-BEING AND OUR 

PROSPERITY. BIODIVERSITY HAS DECLINED GLOBALLY 
BY 30% BETWEEN 1970 AND 2007; BY 60% IN THE 

TROPICS. DEMAND ON NATURAL RESOURCES HAS 
DOUBLED SINCE 1966 AND WE ARE CURRENTLY USING 

THE EQUIVALENT OF 1.5 PLANETS TO SUPPORT OUR 
ACTIVITIES.THE EARTH NEEDS 1.5 YEARS TO GENERATE 

THE NATURAL RESOURCES THAT WE USE IN A YEAR. 
“BUSINESS AS USUAL” PROJECTIONS ESTIMATE THAT 
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WE WILL NEED THE EQUIVALENT OF TWO PLANETS 
BY 2030 TO MEET OUR ANNUAL DEMANDS. HIGH-
INCOME COUNTRIES HAVE A FOOTPRINT FIVE TIMES 
THAT OF LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES, SUGGESTING THAT 
CONSUMPTION IN WEALTHIER NATIONS DEPENDS ON 
DEPLETING POORER YET ‘RESOURCE RICH’ TROPICAL 
COUNTRIES.THE WORLD’S CARBON FOOTPRINT HAS 
INCREASED BY OVER A THIRD SINCE 1998. WE CAN 
REDUCE OUR FOOTPRINT BY PRODUCING MORE WITH 
LESS AND CONSUMING BETTER, WISER AND LESS. 
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Bwizibera tree 
plantation project 
in Uganda
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Ecosystem services, such as 
pollination by bees, carbon storage,  
and the supply of timber, medicine 
and food that people derive from 
nature, are crucial to our well-being 
and form the foundation of our 
prosperity. If we are to preserve 
these services it is essential that we 
halt further loss of nature, certainly 
if we take account of the possible 
consequences of climate change 
now and for future generations. 
One relatively easy way of achieving 
this objective is to provide adequate 
biodiversity protection through 

designated nature reserves. WWF 
and many other organizations 
are campaigning for the strict 
protection of at least 15% of our 
natural habitats, in the form 
of a global network of nature 

Bees: Useful allies
Forest pollinators increase  
coffee yields by 20% and im-
prove coffee quality by 27% 
on Costa Rican coffee farms 
located within one kilometre 
of forest. 

reserves, varying from freshwater 
ecosystems, forests and oceans to 
coastal zones. Another mechanism 
being promoted is payment for 
ecosystem services, such as water 
and carbon storage in forests.

		
Sustainable coffee 
production in  
Aranjuez River 
Basin, Costa Rica.
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PAYING FOR 
NATURE AND 
ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES

IT PAYS TO INVEST IN NATURE 




































