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NATURE IS THE BASIS OF OUR WELL-BEING AND OUR PROSPERITY. 
BIODIVERSITY HAS DECLINED GLOBALLY BY AROUND 30 PER CENT 
BETWEEN 1970 AND 2008; BY 60 PER CENT IN THE TROPICS. DEMAND 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES HAS DOUBLED SINCE 1966 AND WE ARE 
CURRENTLY USING THE EQUIVALENT OF 1.5 PLANETS TO SUPPORT 
OUR ACTIVITIES. HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES HAVE A FOOTPRINT FIVE 
TIMES GREATER THAN THAT OF LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES. AREAS OF 
HIGH BIODIVERSITY PROVIDE IMPORTANT ECOSYSTEM SERVICES SUCH 
AS CARBON STORAGE, FUEL WOOD, FRESHWATER FLOW AND MARINE 
FISH STOCKS.THE LOSS OF BIODIVERSITY AND RELATED ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES PARTICULARLY IMPACTS THE WORLD�S
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POOREST PEOPLES WHO RELY MOST DIRECTLY ON THESE SERVICES 
TO SURVIVE. �BUSINESS AS USUAL� PROJECTIONS ESTIMATE  
THAT WE WILL NEED THE EQUIVALENT OF TWO PLANETS BY 2030  
TO MEET OUR ANNUAL DEMANDS. NATURAL CAPITAL � BIODIVERSITY, 
ECOSYSTEMS AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES � MUST BE PRESERVED  
AND, WHERE NECESSARY, RESTORED AS THE FOUNDATION OF  
HUMAN ECONOMIES AND SOCIETIES. WWF�S ONE PLANET 
PERSPECTIVE PROPOSES HOW TO MANAGE, GOVERN AND SHARE 
NATURAL CAPITAL WITHIN THE EARTH�S ECOLOGICAL LIMITS. WE  
CAN REDUCE OUR FOOTPRINT BY PRODUCING MORE WITH LESS,  
AND CONSUMING BETTER, WISER AND LESS.
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Women cutting grass, Khata, Nepal.


















































