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THE AMAZON THAT
WE ALL DEPEND ON

The paradigm of an isolated and passively protected Amazon
is no longer valid. Environmental degradation is affecting
biodiversity, health, local economies and is a growing source
of conflicts in the region.
The Living Amazon Initiative (LAI) is working much more
strategically orientated promoting the changes that are needed
and considering the whole Amazon as a single ecological
functioning entity. This is key to achieve WWF conservation
goals and results in a biome scale.
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The integrated work WWF is doing in this vital cross-country
region is to provide valuable tools to implement strategies and to
create models for conservation planning that demonstrate how much
the organization can contribute in facing many threats and challenges.
Important conservation results were achieved in 2012. This
year, one of the main challenges is to upscale the good examples,
including to influence the implementation of deforestation
monitoring in other Amazon countries where deforestation is
increasing such as Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia. It is highly
important to ensure reliable data, deforestation control and
transparency to the societies of other countries that have the right
to be well-informed about how their natural resources are being
used or threatened.
Besides understand social, economic and political dynamics
that impacts the biome, it is also crucial to influence governments
to incorporate the Amazon ecosystem-based vision into developing
plans and to adopt WWF science-based decision support system
for a better infrastructure and land-use planning.
In the next pages, find out how WWF is working to protect the
Amazon biome as whole, in benefit of local people and the world.

Claudio Maretti
Living Amazon Initiative leader
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TO KEEP AMAZON ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS, IT IS CRUCIAL:

LIMIT DEFORESTATION
BY 20%

MAINTAIN 65-70% OF AMAZON’S
ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS

KEEP PRIORITY RIVERS
FUNCTIONING AND FREE-FLOWING
SECURE THAT
30-35% OF AMAZON ARE IN
PROTECTED AREAS

THE AMAZON BIOME CONTRIBUTE TO
HALT GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE
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DEFORESTATION MAP OF THE AMAZON

“The coordination between the Living Amazon
Global Initiative and the Regional Programme, the
permanent feedback and the synergy propitiate
conditions that foster and stimulate the two-way
flow of work between the local and global spheres
effectively constituting the axis around which a
veritable virtuous circle has been established”
Roberto Troya, Regional Director,
WWF Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)

One of the greatest challenges WWF will face is contribute to
the implementation of one systematic deforestation monitoring
process for all Amazon countries for the permanent surveillance
of the entire region. The monitoring is led by the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) with the support of the
Brazilian National Space Research Institute (INPE), and in
cooperation with the nine Amazon countries. A deforestation
map for the entire Amazon Region, covering the 2000-2010
period, is expected to be launched in 2013.
“Information is vital to provide strong evidence to raise
public awareness, influence and support policies design and
implementation towards a sustainable development of the
region very wise use of natural resources. Although most of the
Amazon forest remains standing and the official deforestation
rate dropped in Brazil, the vulnerability of this biome is greatly
increased due to forest fires and forest clearings and changes in
economic, social and land-use patterns”, says Claudio Maretti,
leader of WWF Living Amazon Initiative.
Maretti stresses the need to obtain political commitment
and influence decisions to ensure the biome’s integrity and the
maintenance of ecosystem services and to promote a greener
sustainable development in the Amazon applying tools and
methodologies to consider conservation in planning process.
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES REDD+
Last year was plenty of work and opportunities to
Indigenous Peoples show to the world how they
contribute to Amazon conservation. Leaded by the
Coordination of Indigenous Organizations in the
Amazon (COICA), with WWF support, they 	

developed a strategy to ensure the integrity of
indigenous lands and the conservation of their
outstanding biodiversity and environmental services.
The indigenous REDD+ strategy and pilot projects
across the Amazon region were presented in three
different international events as IUCN World
Conservation Congress, the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity, and UN Convention on Climate Change.
The Indigenous Peoples seek for recognition of territorial
and ancestral rights, address drivers of deforestation,
development and implementation of national REDD+
strategies, among others.

COICA member at UNFCCC-COP18.
© WWF / JENNIFER FERGUSON-MITCHELL
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WWF SETS CONCRETE EXAMPLES IN THE FIELD
Acre state government and
KfW signed a contract to
enable the state to receive
16 million Euros for the
avoided emission of 4
million tons of Carbon
Dioxide (CO2) from forest
deforestation and forest
degradation. The state has
a long-term partnership
with WWF Brazil.

Led by Acre, REDD+ implementation will become viable in other parts of the
Amazon. Progress is already being made in Madre de Diós, in Peru, through
the mapping of deforested areas and the establishment of a baseline to
measure the decrease of deforestation rates and emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation.
WWF’s support to REDD+ initiatives in the Amazon, as well as in the
Congo and Borneo, sets concrete examples and shows that it is perfectly
possible to implement payment schemes for REDD+ results in different
priority conservation areas. This a result of joint work by WWF Global
Initiatives – particularly the Living Amazon Initiative (LAI) and Forests and
Climate Initiative (FCI), plus regional and national or country offices. The
implementation of these pioneer cases of REDD+ is a key contribution to a
model that can be replicated on a larger scale.

ACRE IS PIONEER IN REDD+
Acre became the first Brazilian state to conduct financial transactions in the scope of
REDD+. According to the terms of contract, 70% of the funds will be allocated to the
‘first link’ in Acre’s production chain and directly benefit extractive communities,
family-scale farmers, and indigenous population. Acre maintains 87% of its forest
cover intact and the state has become a model of forest-based development with
participatory processes, seeking sustainability.
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PROTECTING BIODIVERSITY AND PEOPLE
The creation of three new protected areas in Peru, in the
northern Amazon territory of Loreto, covering an area of
nearly 600,000 ha, was a great achievement for
conservation and for local population.
The new areas of protected Amazon rainforest harbor
one of the highest biological and cultural diversities
worldwide and comprise the Huimeki Communal Reserve,

Sightseeing of the new protected área
in Gueppi, Loreto, Peruvian Amazon.
© WWF-PERU / MARÍA DEL PILAR RAMÍREZ
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the Airo Pai Communal Reserve, and the Güeppi-Sekime
National Park along the border of Ecuador and Colombia.
The announcement in October 2012, consolidates the
Putumayo Trinational Conservation Corridor, a joint effort
by the governments of Peru, Ecuador and Colombia.
In December, the indigenous communities of Nuevo
Peneya, Nuevo Peneyta, Santa Rosa de Escalante, Puerto
Lupita, Puerto Véliz and Tres fronteras in Putumayo, Loreto,
were benefited with their property entitlement that legally
acknowledges their presence in the area.

LLANOS DE MOXOS WETLANDS
The creation of LLanos de Moxos Ramsar Site, in Bolivia,
near the border with Peru and Brazil, is an important
conservation result achieved with contribution of WWF. This
designation, occurred last February 2nd during the World
Wetlands Day celebrations, will help local and sub-national
governments to plan more adequately, including criteria
aimed conservation of the wetlands and of its resources. On
the other hand, it presents an opportunity to develop a
specific strategy for the Amazon wetlands in a biome scale.

The largest wetland is important to regulate the
seasonal water flows in the Beni, Itenez, Guaporé and
Mamoré rivers, which join in to form the Madeira River, a
major tributary to the Amazon River.
WWF Bolivia played a major role carrying out and
publishing studies about the wetland area and also about
species, as the river dolphin (Ilnia boliviensis), declared by
law as National Natural Heritage. The National Plan for the
Conservation of the Bolivian River Dolphin was launched on
February 28.
➜ See more at http://goo.gl/pOaP2

Llanos de Moxos wetlands
© WWF-BOLIVIA
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GOLD MINING AND
MERCURY POLLUTION
On January 29th, 2013, the first global legally binding
agreement to curb mercury pollution was announced by the
United Nations, but mining activity was not targeted.
Mining takes place along the rivers and 90-120 tons of
mercury are yearly discharged in the Amazonian rivers. Besides
water pollution, Illegal mining also causes intense forest
clearing, soil removal, and the loss of biodiversity.
The most impacted regions include Madre de Dios, in Peru; the
Tapajós River Basin, on the border of the states of Mato Grosso,
Amazonas and Pará; the Guiana Shield (Suriname, Guyana and
French Guiana).
In the frontier between French Guiana and Brazil (Amapá
state), site of two highly important national protected areas –
the Tumucumaque Mountains National Park and the Guyana
Amazonian Park, the situation is particularly severe. Brazil’s
delay in ratifying the cooperation agreement with France makes
it difficult to implement integrated solutions. It is estimated
that 37% of the national parks in seven Amazon countries are
impacted by this activity.

Miner shows gold nuggets in French Guiana..
© MICHEL GUNTHER / WWF-CANON
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WWF APPEAL
During the Rio+20 conference in June 2012, WWF and the
Coordination of Indigenous Organizations in the Amazon (COICA)
launched an appeal for an end to all gold mining in Amazonian
Protected Areas and Indigenous lands. WWF is proposing that a
set of urgent and essential measures be taken to ensure that:
• protected areas and indigenous lands are kept free of gold mining activities because they are sensitive areas that are hoe to tremendous biodiversity and that perform the function of contributing to climate regulation and their contribution to the maintenance of traditional ways of living.
• a proper legal framework is established providing more inspection
and control as well as proper tracking of gold throughout its production chain.
• all gold mining operations adhere to the very highest standards in
regard to guaranteeing human rights, decent working conditions,
environmental management and relations with local communities.
• means are established to guarantee the legal origin of any gold
purchased, traded or stored by any state body that should include national and regional gold tracking systems (tracking and
certification).

“A treaty is an important first
step in tackling mercury
pollution, but ambitious goals
are needed to seek a solution
to the problem of illegal gold
mining and the resulting
pollution and contamination
by mercury, which are so
harmful to the environment, to
water resources and, above all,
to the people involved – those
who work under highly
degrading conditions, and
those who unwillingly
consume mercurycontaminated products
entering the food chain”.
Claudio Maretti,
WWF Living Amazon Initiative leader

SPECIES
Lepidothrix serena or white-fronted
manakin. Photo taken inside the
Tumucumaque Mountains National
Park, Brazilian Amazon, during a
scientific expedition in 2005. The
bird was captured in order to obtain
morphometric information, i.e. to
measure the body parts: wings,
beak etc. The overall condition of
the animal was also checked to
determine whether it was a young
or adult bird, in a reproductive
phase or not, and whether infested
by parasites. The bird was freed
immediately after being examined
and flew off to live freely in its
natural surroundings.

© WWF-BRASIL / LUIZ COLTRO

BLUE CHARM TO
WIN A MATE
The white-fronted manakin (Lepidothrix serena), a
tiny Amazon bird locally know as uirapuru-estrela,
inhabits the forests on uneven terrains not subject to
flooding. It can be found in the Brazilian states of
Amapa, Pará and Amazonas, and also in parts of
Suriname, Guyana, and French Guiana. By providing
species diversion through its fruit eating habit, this
manakin makes an important contribution to
environmental services. One of the most distinct
features of this species is that the male plumage
displays spectacular blue markings in a ritual to
conquer the female. WWF-Brazil’s officer Luiz Coltro,
an expert on the evolution and biogeography of
Amazonian birds, says that the Tumucumaque
Mountains National Park, in the Brazilian Amazon,
offers all the protection needed for the white-fronted
manakin. WWF-Brazil’s support was key to implement
the park’s management plan, zoning policy and
advisory council, ensuring the protection of the entire
fauna and flora of the region.
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AMAZON RIVERS FILLED
WITH NEW BABY TURTLES
Over 3 million baby freshwater turtles, of the Podocnemis
expansa and Podocnemis unifilis species (respectively, the
giant Amazonian turtle and the yellow-spotted river turtle,
locally called tracajá), were born in the Bolivian Amazon, in the
end of the past year. The birth was an important result of the
turtle protection project supported by WWF-Bolivia. Both
turtle species are in the IUCN Red List of threatened species.
For five years now, between August and January, community
volunteers and rangers from the Versailles Departmental
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Park and Integrated Management Natural Area Itenez take
care of the chosen beaches in a section of the Itenez River
(natural border between Bolivian and Brazilian Amazon), to
prevent depredation of adult turtles and their eggs by wild
life and humans. Another threat to the survival of those
species is the change in water levels, which have occurred
with increased frequency in later years, causing changes in
humidity and temperature at the sites of egg nesting. Coastal
residents indicate that turtles are returning to areas from
which they had disappeared long ago, such as the White
River and San Martín. The protection of the turtle nesting
beaches also favored the nesting of gulls and other animal
species associated to sand beach protection.

© WWF-BOLÍVIA

PUBLICATIONS
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Inspiring Practices
WWF Forest and Climate
Initiative (FCI) and WWF
Living Amazon Initiative
(LAI) have a project to register and share best practices. Lessons learned were
collected from eight projects aiming at reduced
emissions from deforestation and forest degradation. Get inspired with the
first three ones:

Roundtable for
Environment and
Climate Change
The formation of the
Amazonian Indigenous
Roundtable for
Environment and Climate
Change in Colombia brings
together Amazon Basin
indigenous peoples and
government officials to
create a participatory and
consultative national REDD
+ strategy development
process.
➜ Available at:
http://goo.gl/Fei3q

Amazon Indigenous
REDD+

Mapping Madre
de Dios

The Amazonian
Indigenous REDD
+Proposal is an innovative
approach to REDD+
collectively developed by
the Amazon Basin
Indigenous Peoples and
their key allies—leaded by
the Coordination of
Indigenous Organizations
of the Amazon Basin
(COICA).

The Inspiring Practice
shows the participative
development of a baseline
forest carbon map in the
Peruvian Amazon.
➜ Learn more at:
http://goo.gl/aJSxZ

➜ See more at:
http://goo.gl/VAIwY
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Living Guianas
Report 2012
This publication presents the
state of conservation of
Suriname, Guyana and French
Guiana, in the Guiana Shield, and
highlights positive actions taken
by the countries, posing
questions and providing
recommendations on how to
improve the economic
development of the Guianas
without compromising the future.
➜ Access this publication at:
www.wwfguianas.org

Redd+ in the Guianas
It showcases the evolution of the
REDD+ concept and activities in
Suriname, Guyana, and French
Guiana. REDD+ (Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and forest
Degradation) offers incentives for
forest management to reduce carbon
emissions and maintain the
biodiversity, water supply, soil
protection, economic productivity,
sustenance (sustainability), and
indigenous territories, for the benefit
of ecosystems and people.
➜ Access this publication at:
www.wwfguianas.org

© WWF-BRASIL / ZIG KOCH
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ABOUT US
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LIVING AMAZON INITIATIVE VISION
An ecologically healthy Amazon Biome that maintains its
environmental and cultural contribution to local peoples, the
countries of the region, and the world, within a framework of social
equity, inclusive economic development and global responsibility.

LAI Team
WWF Living Amazon Initiative
Claudio Maretti, leader
Strategies
Shifting the Paradigm
Claudio Maretti, interim leader
Promoting Ecosystem Services and Products
André Silva Dias, leader
Sound Land-use Planning and Conservation
Tarsicio Granizo, leader

Sustainable Agro-Commodities
Cassio Moreira Franco, leader
Aline Carrara, programme officer

Communications and Campaigns
Denise Oliveira, coordinator
Mariana Gutiérrez, intern

Well Beyond Infrastructure
Pedro Bara-Neto, leader
Sandra Lazarte, programme officer

Programme Operations Management
Irma Larrea, manager

Cross-Cutting Components
Science, Monitoring and Evaluation
(vacant)
Development Coordination
Sandra Charity, coordinator

Finance Management
Claudia Saavedra, manager
Deise Dias, officer
Executive Assistant
José Maria de Freitas Fernandes
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CREDITS
Writing, editing and review
Denise Oliveira, LAI Communications and
Campaign coordinator
In collaboration with conservation and communications staff
from WWF Amazon offices in Bolívia, Brazil, Colombia, Peru,
Guyanas, and Forest and Climate Initiative.
eBook design and production
Márcio Duarte – PageLab
Photography
Adriano Gambarini, Diego Perez, Jennifer Ferguson-Mitchell,
Ligia Barros, Luciano Candisani, Luiz Coltro, María del Pilar
Ramírez and Michel Gunther
Published by
WWF Living Amazon Initiative
Contact
Denise Oliveira
doliveira@wwf.org.br
55 61 3364.7497 | www.panda.org/amazon
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HELP
SAVE
THE
KITCHEN
TABLE

The kitchen table is more than a place for meals; it’s a place where families meet.
But was the wood it’s made from harvested sustainably? Used to be hard to tell.
Now shoppers can look for the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) label to make
sure wooden furniture, and a variety of other products, are forest-friendly. WWF
helped start the FSC to ensure that the world’s forests are managed responsibly,
and that people and wildlife who depend on forests can continue to do so long
into the future. Help us look after the world where you live at panda.org/50

Amazon forest, Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil.
© Zig Koch / WWF-Brasil
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AMAZON REGION

350

30

ethnic groups

8

million people living in
the Amazon depend on
its resources

90-140

countries & 1 overseas
territory: Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana,
Peru, Suriname, Venezuela,
and French Guiana.

billion metric tons of
carbon stored in the
Amazon rainforests

6.7

million sq. Km is the
area of the Amazon
Biome

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

10%
of the world’s species
live in the Amazon

www.wwf.org.br
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