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The GFTN is WWF’s initiative to eliminate illegal logging and transform the global marketplace into a force for 
saving the world’s valuable and threatened forests. By facilitating trade links between companies committed to 
achieving and supporting responsible forestry, the GFTN creates market conditions that help conserve forests 
while providing economic and social benefits for the businesses and people that depend on them. The GFTN 
considers independent, multi-stakeholder-based forest certification a vital tool in this progression and helps 
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Harnessing purchasing power 
to tackle deforestation and 
climate change
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MESSAGE FROM  
GFTN HEAD, 

GEORGE WHITE The future of the world’s forests depends largely upon 
the well-being of the millions of people that call them 
home and depend on them for their livelihoods. More 
than 400 million people live in or near forests, of 
which 60 million are indigenous, depending on them 
for subsistence and income. As stewards of these 

biologically rich forests, these communities and small forest owners play a vital 
role in sustaining the capacity of these resources. And if the richness of forests is to 
survive, poverty alleviation and economic development must be integrated into the 
forest equation.

Over the past quarter, the GFTN has witnessed substantive momentum in this 
direction, realizing benefits of our work to build capacity among these important 
stakeholders in responsible forestry. From the Embera-Wounaan in Panama’s 
Darien rainforest to farmers in Vietnam’s Quang Tri province, responsible forestry 
is key in creating sustainable livelihoods. These examples both demonstrate a 
successful model that we would hope inspire other countries, like Finland, where 
the new FSC Standard should provide a mechanism for industry, small holders and 
indigenous peoples to coalesce and engage with a credible certification process with 
benefits for all.

In the same way, our efforts to create a market for legal and responsible forestry 
are starting to reap the benefits of a legislative environment that stresses the 
importance of traceability in the supply chains of the forest products industry. 
With the passing of the EU Timber Regulation, effectively two of the world’s major 
markets are now closed to illegal timber.

Efforts like the “due diligence” Regulation in Europe and the amended Lacey 
Act in the United States, underscore how consuming countries can harness their 
purchasing power to tackle the pressing concerns of deforestation and climate 
change and ultimately advance responsible forestry.

However, to truly transform the nature of the global forest products supply chain—
and, consequently, the industry’s impact on forest resources worldwide—these laws 
need to be more than just a piece of paper. They need to have strict enforcement and 
penalties across all member states to ensure that illegal logging and its associated 
trade is eliminated. While it is great that legal compliance is no longer “optional” for 
many, we should not forget that this is but one step on the road to responsible forest 
management.

 
George White  
george.white@wwf.panda.org



2WWF Global Forest & Trade Network |

GFTN 
NEWS

Fostering a Market for 
Legal and Responsible 
Timber
 
One reason that makes the GFTN unique is its ability 
to bring changes not only in the global forest market, 
but also at the local level —by influencing consumer 
decisions as well as policy changes at the national level 

that favour responsibly traded forest products. 

GFTN-Switzerland has worked with the Swiss public to promote FSC and raise 
awareness about the issue of illegal logging and the importance of responsibly 
managed forests since 2004. Through their efforts, public awareness of FSC 
products has increased by 27 per cent and influenced people’s decisions to buy forest 
products that are produced legally and responsibly. 

During the campaign, 53,000 signatures were collected for a petition to stop illegal 
trade in forest products, which was sent to the national parliament. The petition 
asked for three things: an import ban on illegal wood, a declaration of wood and 
wood products, and the enforcement of controls to exclude illegal wood in public 
procurement. This petition was influential in the development of a new piece of 
legislation to stem illegal trade in forest products, that was adopted by the Swiss 
Federal Council in June and put into force at the beginning of October.

With this legislation, companies will be required to declare the wood species 
and the country of origin for broad categories of wood products, following the 
EU requirements. Initially, roundwood, wood in the rough and some solid wood 
products, will be subject to the reporting requirement. Subsequently, the extension 
of the reporting requirement to other wood products will be considered when the 
contents of the EU regulation on timber and timber products are defined more 
precisely.

“This legislation is important because it will allow a fairer competition within the 
forest industry by providing a level playing field —requiring each company to declare 
their sources. The declaration will bring more transparency into the forest products 
supply chain and provide assurance to customers that their purchase is legally 
sourced,” said  Simone Stammbach, GFTN-Switzerland Manager. 

“This legislation will also reassure GFTN-Switzerland participants that they are on 
the right track by certifying their supply chains, ensuring that the wood has been 
harvested legally and responsibly.” 

By combining efforts to influence consumer decisions and effect change at the 
policy level, the GFTN is making strides in transforming the global forest products 
industry into a force for conserving the world’s forests. Through these efforts, WWF 
is bringing increased transparency into the forest products supply chain and helping 
to foster a market for responsibly produced products.

For more information, contact:  
Simone Stammbach (simone.stammbach@wwf.ch)
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Strong consumer support  
for FSC-certified products 

has been instrumental  
in influencing the legislative  
environment in Switzerland 

towards responsible forestry 
and trade.
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GFTN  
ON THE GROUND

“USAID is promoting 
partnerships and  

collaboration to 
promote legal timber 
trade among govern-

ments, the private  
sector and NGOs.  

 
Today’s event brings 

together all of these 
stakeholders to  

help protect forest  
biodiversity, combat 

illegal logging, reduce 
forest conflicts, and 

promote responsible 
timber trade.”

— Francis Donovan, 
Mission Director,  

USAID Vietnam

 
The 2008 amendment to the Lacey Act gives the 
US government the authority to fine, and even jail, 
individuals and companies who traffic in illegally 
harvested wood products in or into the US. This law, 

and the import declaration it requires for selected products, affects manufacturers and 
exporters who ship a variety of products made from wood to the US, including paper, 
furniture, lumber, flooring, plywood or even picture frames.

Naturally, outreach efforts in the past year have focused on building understanding 
among US-based companies on the details of the Lacey Act. The US government and 
members of the Lacey Coalition (which includes EIA, WRI, TNC, TRAFFIC and WWF-
US) have invested much effort in raising awareness among US companies regarding 
their responsibilities under the Act.

US companies importing timber products and practicing “due care” in their sourcing 
need their suppliers, such as mills and manufacturers throughout Asia, to understand 
their role in ensuring compliance with the Lacey Act amendment. With support from 
the US Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Responsible Asia Forestry and 
Trade (RAFT) program, WWF’s GFTN and TRAFFIC organized 12 Legality Training 
Seminars to ensure that the details of the Lacey Act amendment are broadly understood 
within the target audience in selected RAFT project countries throughout Asia, 
including China, Indonesia, Malaysia and Vietnam. Moreover, these training activities 
helped these actors understand their role in helping their US customers comply with the 
law.

Increasing awareness among both forest managers and processors on the specific 
steps that should be taken to help their US customers ensure compliance, these 
workshops also highlighted resources from which operators can attain additional 
assistance. The work built on the existing experience of the GFTN and TRAFFIC as 
well as outputs from a recent European Commission funded project that developed a 
framework for identifying the legality of forestry operations, timber processing and 
trade.

Training over 600 processors who export to the US, either directly or indirectly, 
the workshop set out to address the issue of legality in a way that suited their 
needs. While US companies can find resources to assist their understanding and 
typically have the resources to seek legal counsel or other expert opinion as to legal 
interpretation or good practice, target producers are affected by the Lacey Act in a 
different way. They need to understand the implications as exporters and be able 
to assist their customers in their own attempts at compliance and establishing 
traceability. 

More work still needs to be done as the processors trained at these workshops, 
represent only 1 per cent of the forest products exporters in these countries. GFTN 
will continue to expand its suite of resources on legality and offer more trainings in 
the future.

For more information, contact:  
Hisayo Fujikawa (hisayo.fujikawa@wwfus.org)

Building Capacity  
Across Supply Chains  
in Southeast Asia
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FEATURE: 
ARE YOU READY 

FOR THE NEW EU 
REGULATION?

Legality is quickly becoming the new baseline for 
timber products in many of the world’s major markets. 
Following the example set by the US Lacey Act, the 
European Union (EU) has banned illegal timber from 
entering the EU market. 

Expected to be fully implemented by 2012, this 
legislation is having a significant impact on the global 
forest products industry as companies must learn how 
to comply and establishing traceability for their supply 
chains in order to avoid stiff penalties in the future. 

“WWF’s Global Forest & Trade Network welcomes this 
development and looks forward to the day on which 
Europe is no longer a market for illegal timber,”  said 
George White, Head of the GFTN. 

“For too long, those striving to operate responsibly, 
such as companies participating in the GFTN, 

have been forced to compete on an uneven playing field against less scrupulous 
operators.” 

The EU has long criticized the practice of illegal logging, but until now, did not have 
any laws established against it. This new law requires all companies placing timber 
on the EU market for the first time to demonstrate that they have exercised adequate 
due diligence to ensure their timber has been legally harvested. 

In requiring operators to ensure the legality of their timber products, the Regulation 
calls for ‘due diligence’ systems to be put in place that address three elements 
inherent to risk management: access to information, risk assessment and mitigation 
of the risk identified. This will include supplying information on the country of 
harvest, species, quantity, and where applicable, the sub-national region of harvest 
and forest concession.

“The passing of this Regulation sends a strong message to forest managers, forest 
communities and governments worldwide that their efforts to act responsibly and 
within the law is appreciated and now needed within this major market,” he added.

Paving the Way

Many industry giants in Europe have long been committed to both legal and 
responsible forestry, pursuing Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification, which 
includes legality as a core foundation in addition to rigorous environmental, social 
and economic standards.

“FSC Chain of Custody certification is the best method of assurance that we’ve found 
to ensure that the timber being used in our products can be traced from responsibly 
managed forests to the retail floor,” said Julia Griffin, B&Q, a leading home 
improvement retailer in the UK and GFTN participant. “Having long pioneered 
initiatives on sustainable timber, we are glad to see that illegal timber no longer has 
a place in the European market to undercut responsibly harvested timber.”

Kingfisher, B&Q’s parent company and a GFTN participant in China, was 
instrumental in the passing of the Regulation, forming the Timber Retail Coalition 
(TRC) along with fellow GFTN participating companies and leading European 
retailers: Marks & Spencer, IKEA and Carrefour Group. 

ILLEGAL LOGS 
CUT EACH  

YEAR, LAID  
END TO END, 

WOULD 
STRETCH

10X
AROUND  

THE EARTH
Chattam House,  July 2010
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US$16+
BILLION 

ANNUAL COST 
OF ILLEGAL  

LOGGING TO 
TIMBER  

PRODUCING  
ECONOMIES

Through founding the TRC, these companies created a single platform for engaging 
with policy makers at national and EU levels, campaigning for this legislation and 
working with the European Commission to find clever and workable solutions on 
how to implement the regulation in practice.

Securing the Best Market Position

As EU Member States draw up the list of penalties for non-compliance, the 
regulation does allow for interim enforcement actions for companies suspected of 
placing illegal timber products on the EU market, including seizure and prohibition 
of marketing timber products by the offending company. While official enforcement 
does not start until 2012, the time to address implementation is now in order to 
secure the best market position.

“Combined with the US Lacey Act, this new Regulation begins to close two of the 
world’s major markets to unscrupulous actors that contribute to unsustainable 
and illegal logging worldwide. Companies in both the EU and US must implement 
appropriate measures in order to demonstrate due care,” said White. 

Recognizing that many companies may just be starting out or in the midst of 
establishing traceability for their supply chains, White suggested the following steps 
to secure the best market position:

“This is not something to get hung up on or cause you to be paralyzed by fear,” he 
added. “Avail yourself of the resources available to you like GFTN’s interactive Guide 
to Legal and Responsible Sourcing and equip your suppliers with the knowledge of 
the relevant laws in their country by directing them to Exporting in a Shifting Legal 
Landscape, GFTN’s guide to legal exports.”

“We will continue to welcome companies that seek guidance on legal compliance and 
are committed towards taking this first step towards responsible forest management 
and building a solid foundation for robust and responsible forest products industry,” 
concluded White.

For more information, contact:  
George White (george.white@wwf.panda.org)

Identify risky countries, wood 
species, products and suppliers

Then assume you missed 
something

Brief staff on relevant laws in the 
countries where they work 

Ensure your suppliers know the 
relevant laws  

If they can’t convince you, they 
won’t convince a prosecutor!

Be prepared to drop suppliers 
who remain a risk

Get systematic about procedures, 
monitoring and reporting

Arm yourself with tools to help 
you navigate this process

1

2

3

4 8

7

6
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GFTN 
MARkET LINkS

Sharing the Risk  
and the Reward 
 
Take what can already be a complex process—
achieving independent forest management 
certification, which requires significant resources, 
training and understanding—and multiply it tenfold. 
This is what smallholders around the world are facing.

Farming forest lands of up to 100 hectares in size, 
smallholders face a variety of challenges on the journey towards responsible forest 
management. From surmounting the financial hurdles of the costs associated with 
certification to possessing the business capacity and scale necessary to access 
international markets, the obstacles for owners and managers of small forest lands 
often makes certification a difficult and daunting task. But a group of 118 farmers in 
Vietnam’s Quang Tri province are showing that it is not an impossible one.

Better Together

Uniting together across five villages in the two districts of Gio Linh and Vinh 
Linh, these farmers became the first group of small forest owners in Vietnam to be 
certified against the internationally recognized FSC standard for environmentally 
responsible, socially beneficial and economically viable forest management.  
Collectively, the Quang Tri Smallholder Forest Certification Group, with support 
from WWF’s Global Forest & Trade Network, has achieved certification for 317 
hectares of acacia, a species widely used in garden furniture.

By achieving certification as a group, the Quang Tri farmers were able to share 
the costs for certification—such as report-writing, travel costs of auditors and 
consultation with stakeholders—among all members, effectively reducing the cost 
per group member than if they had each individually applied for a FSC certificate. 
And this joint effort is starting to pay off.

Collective Reward

The smallholders have already signed a contract with a GFTN-Vietnam Participant, 
who offered nearly a 25 per cent higher price as compared to the local market for 
uncertified timber. In addition, the farmers benefit from that fact that FSC timber 
is accepted with lower diameters that would have been previously sold as cheap, 
industrial chipwood. 

Combined with direct sales from the farmer to the factory, without intermediate 
traders, group certification leads to an estimated 50 per cent higher income as 
compared with sales of uncertified acacia. This increased income is vital to the 
livelihoods of one of Vietnam’s most impoverished regions.

“As one of the poorest provinces of Vietnam, responsible forest management is a 
new way to stimulate the Quang Tri economy and therefore the livelihood of local 
communities. The FSC certificate is a credible trademark linking us to customers, 
both national and international,” said Mr. Nguyen Van X, Director of Quang Tri 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. “We highly appreciate WWF’s 
support throughout the whole assessment process.”

Mr. Le Bien Hoa, team leader from Kim Mon, one of the five villages in the group, 
remarked on the impact that group certification is having on his community. 

SMALL- 
HOLDERS OWN 

AND MANAGE  
NEARLY  
25%

OF FORESTS 
IN THE  

GLOBAL SOUTH
FSC Smallholder Guide
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“Our incomes will be higher since FSC wood 
is increasingly preferred in the market. 
Secondly, the fact that we were guided to not 
harvest within 30 meters from the Kim Mon 
lakeside and river bank helps to protect us 
from erosion and sedimentation of the lake. 
Finally, our plantation and management 
skills have been greatly improved through 
training courses provided by the project staff.” 
 
The vast majority of Vietnam’s 2.5 million hectares of plantation forests are managed 
by forest smallholders, most of them poor rural households. Since the late 90s, the 
demand for FSC-certified wood from Vietnamese furniture exporting companies 
has increased dramatically and to date, has been met almost entirely by expensive 
imports from overseas. However, the model demonstrated by the Quang Tri farmers 
shows that group certification is an effective solution for both Vietnam’s forests 
communities and the country’s burgeoning furniture industry.

“I hope that the WWF could continue their support for our young acacia trees. 
However, the most important thing is that Quang Tri authorities integrate 
sustainable forest management into the economic and social development plan of the 
province. Then small forest owners like us would, therefore, have access to long-term 
and efficient support,” Hoa added. 

Vietnam’s forest strategy aims to certify 30 per cent of the country’s 4.48 million 
hectares of production forests in the next decade. As a result, there is a significant 
potential for the government, GFTN-Vietnam and the private sector to expand 
this pilot approach to a larger area, including WWF priority landscapes where the 
approach is highly suitable for management of biodiversity corridors.

“We are so proud to have the Quang Tri Group awarded FSC. After two and a half 
years, we have successfully piloted a group scheme for responsible smallholder 
acacia management in Quang Tri Province” said Mr. Sebastian Schrader, Project 
Manager and GFTN-Laos Manager. 

“FSC certification has become an important element in the decision making process 
of consumers worldwide. As a market driven mechanism, FSC empowers consumers 
to express their demand in the market for responsible forestry by offering an 
independent, global and credible label for forest products. For Vietnam’s evolving 
furniture export market, FSC certification has already become a major factor for 
access to high value markets,” he added.

For more information, contact:  
Sebastian Schrader (sebastian.schrader@wwfgreatermekong.org)

The Quang  Tri Smallholders 
benefit from sharing the risk 
and the reward by pursuing 

FSC Group Certification.
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Publishers Turn Over  
a New Leaf
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CUTTING 
EDGE INSIGHTS Over 7,000 publishers recently convened in Frankfurt 

for the 2010 Frankfurt Book Fair, the world’s largest 
book and media fair. While business was booming at 
the Fair, another issue took center stage with several 
publishers, namely the sustainability of the global 
publishing industry.

Global consumption of paper has been growing at a steady rate for years and has 
quadrupled since 1960. Nearly half of the commercially harvested wood worldwide 
is turned into paper products and roughly 10 per cent of the world’s population, i.e. 
Western Europe and North America, consume over 50 per cent of the worldwide 
supply of paper, with the publishing industry being a driving force.

Often, wood for the necessary pulp needed to make paper comes from wood that 
is harvested illegally or unsustainably. As a result, the publishing industry has 
unknowingly contributed to the destruction of natural habitats of animal and 
plant species, to climate change and to human rights violations amongst the local 
population.

Moreover, books sold in Europe and North America are increasingly manufactured 
abroad, particularly in Asia. With these products there is a particularly high risk 
that the wood used is from illegal logging, since many printing houses in China 
source from suppliers in the Indonesian paper industry, which continues to be 
notorious for large-scale tropical forest destruction in Indonesia. 

With the production of children’s books increasingly outsourced to China, WWF 
released a report around last year’s Book Fair, testing a number of children’s books 
from Southeast Asia for evidence of tropical wood. The results were sobering. 

In 19 out of 51 children’s books tested, a significant amount of tropical wood was 
present. The types of wood found do not typically occur in plantations but rather in 
natural and tropical forests. 

“Because more and more books bought in Germany are produced in other countries, 
particularly China, there is an increased probability that the purchase of books in 
Germany contributes to tropical forest destruction such as in Indonesia. Children’s 
books of all things are related to the habitat destruction for future generations,” said 
Johannes Zahnen, GFTN-Germany Manager.

Over the last year, WWF has engaged with publishing houses in Germany to use 
their market position to motivate the paper industry for environmentally friendly 
book and paper production and make a commitment to use recycled paper or virgin 
fibre from credibly certified forests. And these efforts are producing positive results.

“As a results of our outreach, one publisher totally changed to FSC-certifed paper 
for the four million books they published,” said Zahnen. “Three more publishers 
announced they will convert all of their paper to FSC within the next year, with 
one commitment expected to tip the market, as it is one of the largest publishers in 
Germany—producing roughly 50 million books annually.”

For more information, contact: 
Johannes Zahnen (johannes.zahnen@wwf.de)

Tropical forest destruction 
contributes to biodiversity 
loss and climate change as  

production forests are  
destroyed, which serve as 
gigantic carbon sinks and 

important habitats for  
species like orangutans.
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A Turning Point for 
Responsible Forestry  
in Finland
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GFTN & 
CREDIBLE 

CERTIFICATION
The first week of October ushered in a major break-
through for responsible forestry and the Finnish 
forestry sector. Following a lengthy road of extensive 
negotiations over the past decade, stakeholders from 
the environmental, social and economic chambers 
collectively approved a Finnish FSC forest management 
standard, reconciling conflicting interests and paving the 
way for the responsible management of  Finland’s forests.

“The Finnish forest industries are key players in the global industry and the recent 
development in the FSC standard is great news which will be very welcome to a 
great number of GFTN participant companies who have long hoped for such a 
development,” said George White, Head of the Global Forest & Trade Network 
(GFTN). 

With the approval of this national standard by FSC International expected in the 
coming months, Finnish forest owners will now be able to benefit from international 
demand for sustainable wood and paper, while at the same time safeguard the rich 
biodiversity in their forests, such as Lapland reindeer. 

Similarly, the standard presents a model for engagement with indigenous 
communities, as indigenous peoples’ rights to participate in the forest management 
process was integrated into the FSC standard. This issue was one of the most heavily 
debated, as the rights of the indigenous peoples of Finland, particularly the reindeer 
herding Sami culture of Lapland, have been a point of contention over the years.

The standard will also improve the level of sustainability in Finnish forestry 
by allowing for wider buffer zones around lakes and rivers, adoption of a high 
conservation value concept, restricted logging in important bird habitats and paying 
more attention to peat forests and other key forest ecosystems.

Home to several of the world’s largest paper producers, this development will have 
a significant impact on the availability of FSC-certified paper in the future. In fact, 
UPM has already started the testing of the FSC standard in its own forests. It is 
expected that many other large forest products companies will follow suit.

“We have continued to ask for FSC-certified material from our Finnish suppliers 
and are glad to see this important step in the right direction for both Finland and 
the forest products marketplace,” said Lena Dahl, Environmental Specialist, Tetra 
Pak—a GFTN-Sweden Participant and global leader in sustainable food and beverage 
packaging. “We believe this standard will play a significant role in increasing the 
availability of certified material in the global marketplace, and in the long-term, 
hopefully also contribute to the livelihoods of the many smallholders or private 
forest owners of Finland.”

For more information, contact:  
Per Larsson (per.larsson@wwf.se)

For the Sami people  
of Finland, herding  

reindeer is a way of life. 
The Finnish National FSC 

Standard recognizes the 
rights of this indigenous 

community and provides 
protection for this  

valuable species as a high  
conservation value.
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GFTN 
NOTES FROM  

THE FIELD

A Rich Heritage. An Even 
Brighter Future.
 
With a culture that is rich in tradition and heritage, 
Panama’s Emberá-Wounaan are a beautiful and unique 
people. Dwelling among the Darien rainforest, Panama’s 
largest forest remnant, these communities have a 
history that is inextricably intertwined with the natural 
environment that surrounds them. Extremely valuable to 
the Emberá-Wounaan because of the abundant resources 
of flora, fauna and environmental services they contain, 
these forests allow for their survival and also provide 
vibrant ancestral and cultural value.

Despite the importance of these forests to the livelihoods of these communities, the rights 
of the Emberá-Wounaan were not always recognized. Historically, timber was extracted 
with little regard for the forests integrity or recognition of the value owed to these 
communities. As a result, the Emberá-Wounaan’s livelihoods became as impoverished 
as the region’s remaining forests. Purchasing standing trees well below their real value, 
timber merchants earned large profit margins by going after the most valuable wood 
species that were once abundant in the Darien. But with the help of WWF’s Global Forest 
& Trade Network, this stormy past is turning into a brighter future.

A Challenging Past

Raúl Majoré, a member of the Marragantí village and manager of the El Bálsamo 
Community Forest Enterprise, reflects back on the challenges of the not all too-distant 
past, saying “We never worked with a contract. The price of timber was imposed by the 
wood traders and those prices were below the real value of wood.”

According to Majoré, this gave traders the greater advantage, by undervaluing the 
timber and then selling it for much more. “This was totally unfair business for us,” he 
said. “It’s like an old saying from our people: having your horse tied up and setting the 
jaguar loose; it’s an unfair fight.”

He shared that typically traders would only deal with two or three members of the 
community, forming oral agreements and providing small cash advances, without 
taking into account that the forest belongs to the entire community.  “Even still,” 
related Majoré, “the traders would share only a small portion of the profits from 
selling the timber, keeping the majority for themselves. They were also only interested 
in one or two species that have high commercial value.” 

By harvesting only these species, with little regard for the health of the entire forest, 
this unscrupulous extraction lead to soil erosion, degradation of ecosystems and 
overexploitation of these valuable timber species—putting the livelihoods of the 
Emberá-Wounaan in jeopardy, remarked Majoré.

“All of this has led to the loss of value in our forests now that there is a low abundance 
of high value species. This also caused wildlife to migrate deeper into the mountains, 
making it more difficult for us to hunt for food,” he said. In addition, uncontrolled 
logging on the edges of bodies of water, such as the Chucunaque River, lead to soil 
erosion and landslides—he recounted—making these shallow rivers un-navigable 
during the summer. 

All of these issues lead to a singular dilemma. Despite the immense wealth of their 
shared natural capital, indigenous communities become poorer when only a few 
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By uniting the entire  
community behind a  

common goal and helping 
them realize that there is 
more to gain by working 

together to responsibly 
manage their forests, there 
is a different future for the 

Emberá-Wounaan than the 
past, says Raúl Majoré, a 

member of the Marragantí 
village and manager of the 

El Bálsamo Community  
Forest Enterprise.



11October 2010 |  
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40 
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IN 2010 

members of the community reap the benefits, damaging both the forests and their 
collective livelihoods. What can solve this dilemma?  Responsible forest management, 
answers Majoré.

A Brighter Future

With support and extensive training from WWF and the GFTN, the Emberá-
Wounaan’s future looks brighter as they set out on their journey towards responsible 
forestry. Earlier this year, the community signed a 10 year contract with Green Life 
Investment Corporation, a Franco-Panamanian group that will market the wood from 
these communities’ responsibly managed forests to international buyers.

By supporting the community with the tools and resources necessary for community 
self-management, WWF has showed the way forward, empowering the region’s 
communities to protect, conserve and enhance their resources. WWF helped the 
communities expand their knowledge base, equipping community members to train 
larger crews on reduced impact logging. 

“Our partnership with Green Life Investment is an achievement and we are privileged 
to have a business partner of this nature,” he remarked. “This was the dream of 
communities to establish a commercial alliance that is secured through a 10-year 
contract and ensures benefits for the community.”

These benefits include a fair price of timber from a dedicated buyer as well access to 
the international market for both established commercial species and lesser known 
varieties. Similarly, as Green Life Investment is seeking Chain of Custody certification, 
it also ensures the responsible management of these forests as the agreement prioritizes 
adequate forest management within the principles and criteria of FSC certification.

To date, the communities and Green Life Investment have sold ten shipping containers 
of timber. Due to the timing of the agreement and the on-set of Panama’s rainy season, 
the community was only able to harvest about half of the allowable cut and expects to 
start operations again in December, with plans to double the amount of timber.

Creating Better Livelihoods

“This partnership is creating a better livelihood for these communities. From employing 
community members as the harvesting and production workforce to training them on 
machinery use, resulting in better wages for more specialized work, this commercial 
alliance is having a significant impact on the entire region,” shared Juan Sève, Project 
Manager for WWF’s Community Based Forest Enterprises (CBFE) project.

“From money in the pockets of the workers, to payments to the community forest 
enterprises to help them capitalize their operations with equipment all the way to 
taxes collected by the local authorities—the income generated from this collaboration 
is making a tangible difference.”

With closing ceremonies for the CBFE project in the Darien planned for late December, 
Sève views the Emberá-Wounaan as a model that can be replicated in other parts of 
the world. But he also shares that there is still work to be done to ensure its success.

“You can’t fight poverty without creating wealth,” asserts Sève. “And you can’t create 
wealth without commerce or commerce without enterprises. We hope to be able 
to continue working with these community forest enterprises to improve the skills 
necessary to achieve FSC certification, help them develop strong business disciplines 
and learn how to invest back in their operations to create a long-term and sustainable 
livelihood for the region.”

For more information, contact:  
Juan Sève (juan.seve@wwfus.org)
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NEW GFTN 
PARTICIPANTS

GFTN 
AT A GLANCE

Avon Products, Inc. Joins 
GFTN-North America
Avon Products, a leading global beauty company 
and one of the world’s largest catalogue producers, 
has joined the GFTN in North America, formalizing 
a commitment to responsible forestry and trade. 
Specifically, Avon has committed to purchase 100% 
of its paper from independently certified or post-
consumer, recycled-content sources by 2020, with a 

preference for FSC-certified paper.

“Avon is very pleased to join the Global Forest & Trade Network and partner with 
World Wildlife Fund,” stated Tod Arbogast, Vice President, Sustainability and 
Corporate Responsibility for Avon. “Because Avon is a significant consumer of paper 
products, we are in a position to influence supply and demand, and contribute to the 
development of environmental solutions that conserve, protect and restore forests, 
protect biodiversity and ecosystem integrity, and result in long-term social and 
economic benefits to communities.”

“As one of world’s largest consumers of paper products, Avon can drive sustainable 
solutions throughout the pulp and paper supply chain,” said Suzanne Apple, WWF’s 
VP for Business & Industry. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Linda Kramme (linda.kramme@wwfus.org)
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Avon’s Susan Heaney and  
Tricia Heinz accept Commit-
ment Plaque from WWF-US 

COO, Marcia Marsh.

North America
•  10 participants
•  48.2m m3 RWE

Latin America 
& Caribbean
•  1.2 million ha
•  83% FSC ha
•  31 participants
•  0.6m m3 RWE

Africa
•  2.4 million ha
•  71% FSC ha
•  10 participants
•  1.0m m3 RWE

Europe
•  0.25 million ha
•  100% FSC ha
•  92 participants
•  135.6m m3 RWE

Russia
•  20.0 million ha
•  80% FSC ha
•  41 participants
•  39.7m m3 RWE

Asia
•  2.7 million ha
•  69% FSC ha
•  80 participants
•  23.3m m3 RWE

Oceania
•  0.16 million ha
•  100% FSC ha
•  7 participants
•  3.2m m3 RWE



13October 2010 |  

20.4 MILLION

18%

252 M3

270+
$95 MILLION

The amount of FSC-certified 
hectares of forest managed by 
GFTN participants, with 5.7 
million hectares in progress 
towards credible certification

GFTN encompasses more 
than 270 participating 
companies, employing 2.8 
million people worldwide.

The estimated value of the 205 
trading deals between GFTN 
participants

Trading by GFTN  
participants represents 
18 per cent of every forest 
product bought or sold 
internationally every year, 
with combined annual 
sales of US$68 billion

The volume of timber and 
fibre traded by GFTN par-
ticipants, totalling 16%

GFTN 
GLOBAL STATS
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To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.
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GFTN Contacts

George White
Head
george.white@wwf.panda.org
T: +44 1394 420 518 

Hisayo Fujikawa
Operations Manager
hisayo.fujikawa@wwfus.org
T: +1 202 495 4340 

Ian Gray
Responsible Forestry Coordinator
ianmgray@ntlworld.com
T: +44 14 91 824 025 

Deidre Zoll
Programme Associate
deidre.zoll@wwfus.org
T: +1 202 495 4589 

Natalie Giusti
Website/Database Coordinator
ngiusti@wallacea.wwf.or.id
T: + 62 81 338 428 438 

Betsy Hickman
Communications Manager
betsy.hickman@wwfus.org
T: +1 202 495 4233

Guide to Legal and Responsible Sourcing
WWF, June 2010
Combines the wisdom previously contained in GFTN’s resources on 
legality and responsible procurement into a single, more in-depth 
resource to help companies navigate the complex and fast-changing 
regulatory and legislative landscape governing trade in timber and 
timber products. Bookmark this indispensable resource:  
http://gftn.panda.org/sourcing 

Exporting in a Shifting Legal Landscape
WWF, June 2010
GFTN’s guide to legal exports, Exporting in a Shifting Legal Land-
scape, is aimed at companies that currently export, or intend to export, 
forest products to the US market. Download the PDF: 
http://gftn.panda.org/resources/tools/?193890 

WWF Guide to Buying Paper
WWF, November 2007
This guide makes it easy for an organization to understand the envi-
ronmental impacts of paper-making and to source responsibly pro-
duced paper products. View this report at:  
http://assets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_paper_guide_1.pdf

External ools:

FSC Certificate Search Database:
http://www.fsc.org/en/getting_involved/buy_sell

Forest Certification Resource Centre: 
http://www.certifiedwoodsearch.org/searchproducts.aspx

Transparency International: 
http://www.transparency.org/

Illegal Logging: 
http://www.illegal-logging.info

GFTN 
TOOLBOX


