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REDD+ nEws anD infoRmation fRom wwf’s global foREst anD ClimatE initiativE

REDD+ RoaDmap lauDED  
but not finalizED at unfCCC-Cop18

it was a rollercoaster ride for REDD+ 
at the 18th meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC-COP18), which  
took place from November 26th to 
December 7th. Negotiators took a 
pass on finalizing key elements of an 
international mechanism to reduce 
emissions from tropical deforestation 
and forest degradation (REDD+)— 
the second largest source of emissions 
that cause climate change. 

The first week started off with great 
promise as the chair of UNFCCC’s 
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technical Advice (SBSTA) tabled draft 
text that provided a clear road map  
to finalizing the key issues needed to 
launch a functional REDD+ mechanism. 
For the first time, reference levels (RLs) 
and monitoring, reporting and verifying 
(MRV) were logically linked together 
into a coherent whole, and a common 
unit of measure (tons of carbon 
dioxide equivalents) was proposed for 
measuring emissions that is consistent 
with other sectors such as energy  
and transportation.

When it came down to approving  
the text for submission to the Parties, 
though, conflict arose. Some 

industrialized countries, led by 
Norway, called for an international 
process for third-party verification  
of emission reductions before being 
willing to commit to results-based 
finance for the full implementation  
of REDD+ (known as phase 3 in  
the negotiation text). This then had  
a dampening effect on the world’s 
richest nations to make financial 
pledges for REDD+ for beyond 2012, 
with the notable exception of Norway, 
which announced financing of US$30 
million for REDD+ implementation  
in Vietnam. 
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ultimatEly, thE issuEs of 
monEy anD intERnational 
vERifiCation pRovED  
too volatilE foR sbsta 
spECialists whosE suCCEss 
to DatE has bEEn DuE  
to thEiR ability to stay 
within thE bounDaRiEs of 
pRoviDing mEthoDologiCal 
guiDanCE foR thE  
implEmEntation of REDD+. 
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Why we are here
wwf’s forest and Climate  
initiative is working to ensure  
that REDD+ significantly contributes  
to the conservation of tropical  
forest and thereby to the reduction  
of emissions from deforestation  
and degradation for the benefit  
of people and nature.

www.panda.org/forestclimate
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viDEo
Redd+ for people 
and nature: 
Mai-ndombe. 
wwf has worked 
with the support 
and cooperation  

of the government of DRC, local partners, and 
local communities to develop and implement 
REDD+ readiness activities in the Mai-Ndombe 
area of DRC. This short video begins to tell the 
story of this work.

WatCh heRe: youtu.be/qpXR_0qiBqA

viDEo
Redd+ in dRC: 
local action, 
global impact.  
the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
is actively engaged 

in preparing for REDD+ implementation. in this 
short video produced by WWF, Tosi Mpanu 
Mpanu, head of the government’s official agency 
on REDD+, CN-REDD, describes the nation’s 
commitment to REDD+ and needs to scale-up 
REDD+ in the country.

WatCh heRe: youtu.be/vgZwkq5Orwo
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viEt nam, noRway anD un announCE 
us$30 million foR REDD+ in viEt nam  
(aleRt net) 

Read MoRe: bit.ly/TN3CDb

REDDy at last (the eConoMiSt)

Read MoRe: bit.ly/Rid9vD

what nEXt foR REDD+ following 
Doha DisappointmEnt? (RCC)

Read MoRe: bit.ly/13jOkth

DECision suppoRt tool foR 
DEvEloping REfEREnCE lEvEls foR 
REDD+ (WinRoCK)

Read MoRe: bit.ly/vNuPXl

REDD REaDinEss pRofilEs: papua nEw 
guinEa, CamboDia anD tanzania 
(Redd deSK)

Read MoRe: bit.ly/ZM6swo

inDonEsia foREst anD ClimatE 
suppoRt woRK plan: oCt. 2012– 
sEpt. 2013 (uSaid)

Read MoRe: bit.ly/vRglEX

REDD+ REmains at  
CRossRoaDs aftER Doha

Negotiators took  
a pass on finalizing 
key elements of  
an international 
mechanism to 
reduce emissions 
from tropical 

deforestation and forest degradation 
(REDD+)—the second largest source 
of emissions that cause climate 
change—at the recently concluded  
UN climate change meeting in Doha.

Read MoRe: bit.ly/WT118u

inDigEnous pEoplEs  
showCasE REDD+ in aCtion  
at unfCCC-Cop18

Representatives  
of Indigenous 
Peoples (IPs) 
organizations 
from five 

Amazonian countries showcased 
indigenous REDD+ pilot projects 
across the Amazon region at an official 
side event at UNFCCC-COP18. They 
are part of COICA, a coalition of IP 
organizations from nine Amazonian 
countries. 

The group highlighted that of the  
800 million hectares of the Amazon 
Basin, the most important and 
strategic biome in the planet, nearly 
200 million hectares are titled in the 
name of Indigenous Peoples— 
representing a globally significant  
12% of the world’s tropical forests.  
In addition, the group noted that 
indigenous REDD+ pilot projects 
encompass more than four million 
hectares of the Amazon.

Read MoRe: bit.ly/smuRgy

 othER nEws 

 wwf nEws 

bRazil’s aCRE statE anD 
gERman DEvElopmEnt banK 
agREE to pERfoRmanCE-basED 
paymEnts linKED to REDD+

In December, the 
Brazilian state of 
Acre took a critical 
step towards 
realizing REDD+ 

by signing an agreement with German 
development bank KfW to cut green-
house gas emissions from deforestation 
in exchange for up to €19m. Crucially, 
the funding is conditional on tangible 
reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Read MoRe: bit.ly/10mCfoP

us$9.0 million in gEf funDs 
foR hEaRt of boRnEo foREsts

In early November 
2012, the Global 
Environment 
Facility (GEF) 
Council  

approved US$9.0 million towards the 
Sustainable Forest and Biodiversity 
Management in Borneo Program. 

The program is designed to ensure  
the sustainable management of forest 
resources and biodiversity in the 
Indonesian Heart of Borneo (HOB)  
by strengthening Indonesian govern-
ment capacity to develop sustainable 
local community livelihood opportu-
nities and sustainable financing 
schemes.

Read MoRe: bit.ly/13jQ1XO
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RoaDmap (Continued)
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of Congo, highlighting REDD+ 
readiness and making the case for 
increased financial commitments 
from donors for all phases of REDD+. 

doWnload the CaSe Study:  
bit.ly/REDDcasestudy

In releasing the report, Flory Botamba, 
WWF-DRC Mai-Ndombe Project 
Manager said, “This case study 
demonstrates that DRC, is taking 
REDD+ very seriously and is prepared 
to address the drivers of deforestation 
by strengthening the rights of local 
communities to forest resources, 
addressing the fuel wood crisis, and 
combating illegal logging. DRC is now 
moving their plans into action, and 
prepared to go to scale.”

“From now on, progress with REDD+ 
will be a function of how much the 
Parties agree on the larger issues  
of ambition, commitments, results-
based finance and international 
verification,” said Cabarle reflecting 
upon Doha. “But time is not on our 
side—we must get serious about 
addressing climate change by making 
commitments to slow tropical 
deforestation and forest degradation 
the norm and not the exception.”

At the Ministerial level negotiations 
during the second week, a process  
was agreed on to keep REDD+ active 
until the next meeting of the Parties 
in 2013 in Warsaw, at which time a 
definitive way forward will be decided. 
They also agreed to explore, for the 
first time, the issue of “non-carbon 
benefits” and how to provide incen-
tives for both mitigation of emissions 
from forests and their adaptation to 
climate change through non-market 
based approaches. 

“REDD+ remains at a crossroads,”  
said Bruce Cabarle, Leader of WWF’s 
Forest and Climate Initiative, “this 
marks the first time in the history of 
UNFCCC negotiations that the Parties 
were not able to issue any guidance 
whatsoever on how to make REDD+ 
work, despite having produced several 
pages of good draft text on the critical 
building blocks needed to define 
national forest monitoring systems, 
MRV and reference levels.”

“While an agreement to continue  
to talk after the bewitched seventh 
year is nothing to write home about,” 
added Cabarle, “the alternative was  
to have REDD+ die in the desert of 
Doha along with the mandate of the 
larger climate change negotiations.  
It all depends now on UNFCCC 
member countries to demonstrate  
in 2013 that they really do want to 
make an effort to take REDD+ to the 
next level as a credible mechanism to 
combat emissions. This will be a very 
important milestone towards the 
establishment of a fully functioning 
REDD+ mechanism by 2015.”

Despite the lack of ability of global 
policy makers to push REDD+ to the 
next level, several developing countries 
used the meeting to showcase their 
own successful REDD+ efforts. The 
Government of DRC released a joint 
report with WWF, REDD+ for People 
and Nature: Case study of an inte-
grated approach to REDD+ readiness 
in Mai-Ndombe, Democratic Republic 

Most developing countries, led by 
Brazil, rebuked the international 
verification process as ill-defined  
and inconsistent with the level of 
verification agreed to under a separate 
track of the negotiation known as  
the International Consultation and 
Analysis (ICA) process. They objected 
to being held to a different standard 
than ICA for REDD+. In addition, 
they were unwilling to discuss an 
international verification process  
in the absence of new and additional 
pledges for mid-term financing for 
2013 to 2015, when a new global 
agreement is scheduled to be 
completed. 

Ultimately, the issues of money and 
international verification proved too 
volatile for SBSTA specialists whose 
success to date has been due to their 
ability to stay within the boundaries 
of providing methodological guidance 
for the implementation of REDD+.  
As such, though support for REDD+ 
remained strong, the SBSTA negotia-
tion came to a standstill at the end  
of week one and was deferred to the 
body’s next technical meeting in  
June 2013 in Bonn. 

“…timE is not on ouR siDE—
wE must gEt sERious about 
aDDREssing ClimatE ChangE 
by maKing CommitmEnts to 
slow tRopiCal DEfoREsta-
tion anD foREst DEgRaDation 
thE noRm anD not thE 
EXCEption.”
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Recent publications

 RECEnt publiCations 

REDD+ foR pEoplE 
anD natuRE
A case study of an 
integrated approach to 
REDD+ readiness in 
Mai-Ndombe, DRC

inspiRing pRaCtiCE 
Fostering Participation 
and Cross-Cultural 
Dialogue

a case study of a REDD+ readiness 
pilot project in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) was 
officially released jointly by 

WWF and the Government of the DRC 
at the 18th meeting of the Conference 
to the Parties of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC-COP18). The report 
seeks to share with high-level climate 
policy makers the on-the-ground 
successes that are being achieved in 
developing countries, such as DRC,  
as they prepare for REDD+.

In the report, DRC’s process of 
establishing REDD+ readiness is 
highlighted. This includes the develop-
ment of land use and micro-zoning 
maps with the participation of local 
communities and community level 
monitoring, reporting and verifying 
(MRV) of forest carbon emissions. 

this new REDD+ capacity 
building tool has been devel-
oped by WWF’s Forest and 
Climate Initiative in partnership 

with WWF’s Living Amazon Initiative.  
The publication reflects upon the 

The report also notes that the success 
of the Mai-Ndombe REDD+ pilot 
project has now been leveraged to 
develop DRC’s Emissions Reduction 
Programme Idea Note (ER-PIN), 
propelling DRC beyond planning and 
into the investment or demonstration 
phase of REDD+. This will make DRC 
the first African country to have its 
REDD+ national strategy validated by 
the international community via both 
UN-REDD and the Forest Carbon 
Partnership Facility, as well as its 
USD $60 million investment plan 
validated by the Forest Investment 
Program managed by the World Bank.

The report, which was produced, in 
partnership, by WWF’s international 
Forest and Climate Initiative and  
the Government of DRC, was official 
launched in Doha by Mr. N’Sa  
Mputu Elima Bavon, Minister of the 
Environment, Nature Conservation 
and Tourism for the DRC. This took 
place at an event announcing the 
launch of DRC’s National REDD+ 
Strategic Framework and establishment 
of the National REDD+ Trust Fund  
of DRC, a mechanism to mobilize  
and manage “climate finance for  
the development of the DRC.”

In releasing the report, Flory Botamba, 
WWF-DRC Mai-Ndombe Project 
Manager said: “This case study 
demonstrates that DRC, is taking 
REDD+ very seriously and is prepared 
to address the drivers of deforestation 
by strengthening the rights of local 
communities to forest resources, 
addressing the fuel wood crisis, and 
combating illegal logging. DRC is  
now moving their plans into action, 
and prepared to go to scale.”

Bruce Cabarle, Leader of WWF’s 
Forest and Climate Initiative said: 

“Developed countries need to scale up 
their commitment to REDD+ finance 
so that countries like DRC can continue 
to move their REDD+ strategies into 

action. WWF is calling on Parties to 
UNFCCC to make concrete commit-
ments for new and additional REDD+ 
finance until 2020 and beyond for all 
phases of REDD+ planning, investment 
and results-based actions. Developing 
countries also need to demonstrate 
their commitment to transparency 
and accountability to ensure that 
REDD+ finance indeed has an impact 
on stemming the loss of tropical 
forests and associated degradation 
that contributes up to 20 percent  
of the greenhouse gases that cause 
climate change.”

doWnload the publiCation:  
bit.ly/REDDcasestudy

offiCial foReWoRd by MR. n’Sa 
Mputu eliMa bavon, MiniSteR of the 
enviRonMent, natuRe ConSeRvation 
and touRiSM—deMoCRatiC RepubliC 
of Congo: bit.ly/XWqiej

“inspiRing” ContinuED pagE 10
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Redd+ Capacity building

 REDD+ CapaCity builDing 

wwf foREst anD ClimatE 
initiativE’s lEaRning sEssions 
aRE fREE anD DEsignED to 
lEvERagE anD shaRE REDD+ 
KnowlEDgE anD EXpERtisE. 
EvERy month, wE invitE a 
REDD+ EXpERt to pREsEnt  
on a KEy issuE, so that REDD+ 
pRaCtitionERs Can havE 
aCCEss to thE latEst infoR-
mation RElatED to REDD+. 
to watch an archived learning session  
or to register for an upcoming webinar, 
please visit: bit.ly/REDDlearning

lEaRning sEssion 4: 
RElEvanCE of 
Consultation anD 
fpiC to REDD+

in September, WWF’s Forest and 
Climate Initiative hosted a webinar 
on the rationale and need, in 
regards to REDD+, of enacting 

social safeguards accordingly with  
the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) along with 
emerging good practices regarding 
social safeguards’ implementation. 

An online video archive of this 
webinar is available free to all 
audiences.

video of leaRning SeSSion 4:  
bit.ly/WvbrkX

lEaRning sEssion 5: 
EXpECtations foR 
REDD+ at 
unfCCC-Cop18

bruce Cabarle, Leader of WWF’s 
international Forest and Climate 
Initiative, hosted a webinar in 
November introducing the main 

challenges and opportunities for 
REDD+ atUNFCCC-COP18. Other 
experts also highlighted REDD+ 
expectations and asks on the key topics 
of MRV, Finance and Reference Levels.

video of leaRning SeSSion 5:  
bit.ly/vlg6yl 

UpComing wEbinaR:

lEaRning sEssion 7: 
satEllitE Data foR 
REDD+ mRv

this webinar will present an 
overview of the satellite data 
sources that are available 
specifically for REDD+ MRV, 

how to select imagery based on  
timing resolution, and how to budget 
for imagery for forest mapping and 
monitoring. 

RegiSteR at:  
bit.ly/REDDlearning

lEaRning sEssion 6: 
REDD+ at unfCCC-
Cop18, outComEs 
anD nEXt stEps

in December, Bruce Cabarle, Leader 
of WWF’s international Forest and 
Climate Initiative, hosted a webinar 
discussing the REDD+ outcomes 

from the recent UNFCCC-COP18 
climate change talks in Doha, Qatar 
and potential next steps for REDD+. 

video of leaRning SeSSion 6: 
bit.ly/RhQX4l
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Redd+ people

 REDD+ pEoplE 

in addition to its remarkable natural 
wealth, the Madre de Dios region  
in southeastern Peru is gaining 
attention for the increasingly 

complex environmental problems it 
faces. Nestled in the eastern edge of 
the continent’s great Amazon forest, 
the construction of the South Inter-
oceanic Highway and a gold mining 
rush caused by the massive rise in  
the price of gold are just some of the 
recent threats faced by the area.

However, through the Round Table on 
Environmental Services and REDD+ 
(MSAR), the Madre de Dios region is 
also leading one of the most interest-
ing processes in Peru to promote the 
conservation of its forests through 
REDD+ (reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation).

Recently, through the Ministry of the 
Environment (MINAM), the Peruvian 
Government has been increasingly 
acknowledging this important effort, 
actively driven by several public and 
private institutions on a local level.  
To learn more about this work and  
the potential of REDD+ to foster a 
sustainable development strategy for 
this region of the Peruvian Amazon, 
we interviewed engineer Alonso 
Córdova, WWF-Peru Coordinator for 
Madre de Dios, and MSAR’s Technical 
Secretary.

alonso CóRDova
Reassessing the 
Amazon and its role as 
a climate regulator
an interview with alonso Córdova, 
wwf-peru Coordinator in madre de Dios
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thE maDRE DE Dios REgion  
is lEaDing onE of thE most 
intEREsting pRoCEssEs  
in pERu to pRomotE thE 
ConsERvation of its  
foREsts thRough REDD+

“alonso” ContinuED pagE 10



8

Redd+ expert

What were WWF’s expectations  
for REDD+ at UNFCCC-COP18  
in Doha, Qatar?

bC: WWF’s top line expectation was  
to ensure that REDD+ emerged from 
COP18 as part of the post-Doha 
framework toward the target date of 
2015 for a new global deal on climate 
change. WWF also expected conclusion 
on the outstanding technical issues 
needed to maintain forward progress 
with REDD+ implementation.

How did WWF’s Forest and Climate 
Initiative team participate in the 
REDD+ dialogue at COP18? 

bC: Several of WWF’s FCI team 
members were accredited delegates 
on their respective national delegations 
and played leadership roles in crafting 
proposals and negotiating text that 
emerged at Doha—both behind closed 
doors as well as in the hallways. Those 
who were not members of a particular 
national delegation served as resource 
people to the other delegates, and 
worked the hallways to either gather 
intelligence or advocate solutions in 
real time to keep the negotiations 
moving forward.

bRuCE CabaRlE, 
lEaDER of wwf’s 
global foREst anD 
ClimatE initiativE
Bruce answers some 
key questions on  
the REDD+ related 
outcomes of UNFCCC-
COP18, which took 
place in Doha, Qatar.

 REDD+ EXpERt 

Were there any new reports that WWF 
released at this year’s meeting?

bC: WWF released a new Case Study 
with the government of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) on our joint 
experiences implementing REDD+ 
from the ground up in Mai-N’dombe. 
This project is the first large-scale 
application of REDD+ in the Congo 
Basin of Africa, which the government 
of Norway has lauded as “a great step 
forward for WWF and an important 
contribution to the DRC REDD+ 
process.”

What positive action on REDD+ did 
you see taking place at the meeting, 
either in the official meetings or in 
side events or discussions?

bC: REDD+ once again proved in 
Doha to be one of the most advanced 
tracts of the overall and complex 
UNFCCC negotiations. Though 
REDD+ did not emerge as a formal 
agreement out of Doha, there was a 
lot of progress in terms of technical 
guidance on how to implement REDD+, 
which is very significant. This 
guidance can serve as a viable road 
map for REDD+ once disagreements 
between Parties on the issues of 
finance and verification can be resolved.
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While there seems to be quite a lot  
of support for REDD+, Parties could 
not agree on significant next steps—
why, what happened?

bC: REDD+ was held hostage to 
political disputes over the lack of 
progress on commitments to mid-  
and long-term climate finance,  
and the parity in both process and 
standards for the verification of 
pledges for international finance  
and domestic reductions of GHG 
emissions.

How are REDD+ readiness efforts  
and demonstration efforts planned to 
continue despite a delay in UNFCCC 
agreed action on REDD+?

bC: Interestingly enough, the two 
countries which wound up in Doha 
representing coalitions of differing 
opinions—Brazil and Norway—are 
also working together to produce the 
most significant impacts to date with 
REDD+ implementation. While in 
Doha, Brazil announced another 
significant reduction in their domestic 
rate of deforestation (27% reduction 
from July 2011 to June 2012) and 
Norway announced a new and 
additional pledges for developing 
countries to continue advancing 
REDD+, including a US$30 million 
bilateral deal with Vietnam.
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Redd+ Species

 REDD+ spECiEs 

thE boRnEan oRangutan
the endangered bornean orangutan 
is one of only two species of great 
apes found in asia. these large 
mammals can live to be more than  
50 years old and are among the  
most intelligent primates, often using 
sophisticated tools and building 
elaborate sleeping nests. however, 
orangutan populations are declining 
at an alarming pace as their forest 
habitats are cut for timber or burned to 
create space for palm oil plantations. 
REDD+ work in borneo is vital for the 
survival of this vulnerable species. 

find out MoRe: bit.ly/ZCsCfi

Common names
bornean orangutan; orangoutan de 
borneo(fr); orangután de borneo(sp)

scientific name
Pongo pygmaeus

location
Borneo (Malaysia and indonesia)

population
45,000–69,000 wild individuals

status
Endangered

Why is it important to continue  
to support REDD+?

bC: Multiple analyses have validated 
that an overall global climate stabili-
zation goal is only possible if we first 
arrest tropical deforestation/ forest 
degradation, which represents up to 
20% of total annual CO2 emissions 
(the principal greenhouse gas that 
fuels global climate change).

What will the Forest and Climate 
Initiative team be doing in the coming 
year to set the stage for WWF to 
harness the potential conservation 
opportunities of REDD+?

bC: We will be assisting the coalition  
of the “ready and willing” to first and 
foremost pave the way for implemen-
tation of REDD+ at scale in the critical 
tropical regions of the Amazon, Borneo 
and the Congo Basin. We will also 
continue to advocate for new and 
additional finance for REDD+ as the 
most cost effective means to arrest 
climate change while also generating 
critical environmental and social 
benefits. Finally, we will bring the 
lessons learned from these experiences 
to inform and move along the global 
policy debate.

What action is WWF now calling  
on donor and forest countries to take 
in support of REDD?

bC: Donor countries need to ensure 
that REDD+ is a significant part of  
the response to the mid- and long-
term climate finance package. Forest 
countries need to ensure the design, 
demonstration and capacity of critical 
national REDD+ programs as part of 
their national low carbon development 
or green economy frameworks.

©
 D

Av
iD

 lA
W

s
O

N
 / W

W
F-u

k



10

How did MSAR start and who 
participates in it?

aC: MSAR started in 2009 as a result 
of the joint effort by different regional 
stakeholders interested in boosting 
REDD+ locally and ramping up 
regional experiences to help in the 
process of developing national REDD+ 
methodologies and policies.

WWF is working with MSAR, on the 
vision to include all forest stakeholders: 
regional government, civil society, 
indigenous associations, private 
companies and associations of 
producers. It is based on this joint 
effort that MSAR has gained  
strength and is now fostering very 
important processes.

Which initiatives is MSAR currently 
leading?

aC: We are currently defining the 
deforestation base-line for Madre  
de Dios, as well as the assessment  
of seven methodologies to measure 
deforestation at a local level.

The base-line is crucial in order to 
know how much has been deforested 
and at what speed, and based on  
this, to make projections for future 
scenarios. The assessment of method-
ologies is critical to define how the 
data must be gathered (in the field 
and through satellite images) to 
determine the rate of deforestation 
and forest degradation.

Of the seven methodologies being 
tested, the one that aligns best to 
international standards and is most 
easily replicated elsewhere will be 
chosen. Finally, the selected method-
ology will be presented to MINAM with 
the objective of being incorporated to 
the national REDD+ strategy.

alonso (Continued) inspiRing (Continued)

experience of developing the 
Amazonian Indigenous Roundtable  
for Environment and Climate Change 
in Colombia and can serve as a guide 
for others exploring similar activities. 
It highlights the need for openness, 
sharing and varying perspectives  
in achieving higher levels of success  
in developing REDD+ policies that 
serve a wide array of stakeholders.

This is the first of a new series of 
REDD+ Inspiring Practices that will 
be launched in 2013. 

doWnload the publiCation:  
bit.ly/W3XgDN

What potential do the forests of 
Madre de Dios have to store carbon 
and mitigate the effects of climate 
change?

aC: They have a lot of potential that is 
not yet fully known. There are several 
types of forests in Madre de Dios and 
each one has a different capacity to 
store carbon. In this regard, we are 
currently developing the Bio-mass Map 
of Madre de Dios’ forests. This involves 
collating information collected by 
different institutions that measures 
the volume of living matter in six 
hundred bio-mass parcels within the 
region. With this information, we will 
be able to estimate the quantity of 
carbon stocked in each type of forest 
and then in the entire region.

How do you envision the future of 
Madre de Dios based on its progress 
on REDD+ and towards a green 
economy?

aC: What we are achieving in Madre 
de Dios is really important. We are 
currently proposing activities and 
methodologies developed locally to 
contribute towards a regional strategy 
to tackle deforestation, which can then 
be used by the national government as 
part of the national REDD+ strategy. 

Besides REDD+, the Madre de Dios 
region is building a policy framework 
that aims towards a low carbon 
development strategy based on the 
conservation of its forests, the 
sustainable management of natural 
resources, as well as the implementa-
tion of river basin and landscape 
management approaches.

This WWF project is made possible 
thanks to the support of the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Cooperation 
(NORAD), the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) and the  
Sall Family Foundation.

(Reporting by WWF-Peru and WWF’s living 
amazon initiative)
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Redd+ Road to unfCCC

 REDD+ RoaD to unfCCC 

issue Redd+ expectations Results Score

Finance
(FCCC /sBsTA/2012/l.31 )

Elaboration of results-based 
payments for carbon and 
non-carbon values

integration of REDD+ within the 
broader finance discussions

Decided to create work programme to scale up and 
improve effectiveness of finance (para. 25 & 28)

incentivize non-carbon benefits

Methodologies 
(Technical 
Matters)
(FCCC/AWglCA/2012/l.4) 
[Draft conclusions by the 
chair only; no decisions  
were made in Doha]

[guidance on forest monitoring 
systems and link to information 
systems for reporting on 
safeguards]

[measurement, reporting and 
verification (MRv) guidelines]

[assessment process for 
reference levels (Rls)]

[further guidance on  
monitoring framework  
of REDD+ safeguards]

[process to address drivers  
of deforestation in time for 
adoption by COP19]

Para. 4 (a)—(c), and para. 5

Data and information should be transparent  
and consistency over time (para. 9 & 11)

Common unit of measure: C02e/yr (para. 10)

Consistency between data and methodologies  
used for MRv and Rl (para. 11)

[international verification process, undertaken  
by experts…] (para. 21)

MRv to be included in biennial update (para. 12)

Proposes process to define assessment process via 
submissions by the Parties (para. 13)

Recognizes the linkage between NFMs and sis (para. 5)

Overall  
Score

While draft sBsTA text signaled major steps forward in the design of a coherent REDD+ 
framework, a final decision on REDD+ was stalled by a lack of consensus on the relationship 
between finance and emissions verification. More progress is needed by Parties to bridge  
this gap.

REDD+ sCoRECaRD unfCCC-Cop18
From 26 November to 7 December, 2012, the 18th Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC-COP18) took place in Doha, Qatar. This snapshot scorecard 
shows how we at WWF rated the meeting’s outcomes.

gloSSaRy Redd+: Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries;  
and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon  
stocks in developing countries.

Rl: Reference level.

SbSta: uNFCCC subsidiary Body for scientific and Technological Advice.

• progress

• stalled progress

• no progress
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