
WWF and IKEA – a partnership for change

In 2002, WWF and IKEA started joint field projects in 
a number of countries in Europe and Asia to support 
responsible forest management. In 2005, the partnership 
initiated cotton projects in India and Pakistan to help 
farmers grow cotton with less environmental impact.  
Between 2007 and 2012, IKEA and WWF also ran six 
joint projects to identify ways to tackle climate change 
and promote a more sustainable life at home.

Today, the partnership’s global focus is on transforming 
the forest and cotton markets. We strive to influence the 
rules and regulations that steer market mechanisms and 
we explore and promote business models and practices 

that support a shift towards more sustainable practices. 
We aim to create a leading example for other companies, 
suppliers and governments to follow.  

The overall purpose of the current cotton and forest  
tprojects is to ensure efficient, responsible business prac-
tices and sound use of natural resources. The projects 
support WWF’s global conservation targets and the goals 
set in the IKEA sustainability strategy. The results con-
tribute to the IKEA vision of creating a better everyday 
life for the many people and to the WWF mission to build 
a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

The Partnership

Scope and goals

IKEA and WWF have worked successfully together as partners for more than a decade. 
We want to minimise the use of resources, increase responsible forest management 
around the world, and grow cotton with minimal negative social and environmental 
impacts. 
 
By working for change together we can truly make a difference and do more than we 
could on our own. WWF is the world’s leading conservation organisation with expert 
on-the-ground presence in prioritised regions across the globe. IKEA is a well-known 
multi-national home furnishings company that can and wants to play a key role in  
initiating change and finding innovative solutions to global issues. Together we can  
better address environmental challenges and contribute to a better everyday life.
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Forest projects
Wood is an excellent raw material from an en-
vironmental perspective, as long as it is legally 
produced and comes from responsibly managed 
forests. But today we are rapidly losing forests 
along with the endangered animals living there. 
The partnership wants to secure forest values and 
resources for both present and future needs and 
enable the extraction of forest raw materials with-
out threatening the biological and social values of 
the forests. 

The joint projects in 11 countries aim to:

•  Combat illegal logging
•  Support forest certification
•  Promote responsible timber trade
•  Map and protect High Conservation  

Value Forests

You can read more about this in the factsheet 
about our joint forest projects.

Cotton projects
Cotton is another renewable raw material with 
many good qualities, but cultivation must be  
managed carefully to avoid damaging the environ-
ment with pesticides and intensive water use. We 
work with farmers to introduce safer and more 
sustainable cultivation practices that will also 
improve farmers’ livelihood and everyday life for 
their families. The projects help farmers grow  
cotton in accordance with social and environ-
mental criteria set by the Better Cotton Initiative 
(BCI). 

The joint cotton projects in India and Pakistan aim 
for:

•  Build farmer’s capacity to produce Better Cotton
•  Reduce the use of pesticides, water and chemical 

fertiliser 
•  Increase farmers profit margins
•  Improve working conditions for farm families 

and workers
•  Understand and communicate how impacts can 

be measurably improved
•  Catalyse a shift to Better Cotton in the cotton 

commodity market as a whole 

You can read more about this in the factsheet 
about our joint cotton projects.

PARTNERSHIP ACHIEVEMENTS
Over the past decade, the partnership has contributed to…

•  Substantially increased credibly certified and responsibly 
managed forest areas

•  Many high conservation value forest areas being identified 
and protected 

•  More responsible timber trade across borders
•  Improved forestry policy in Europe and Russia
•  Significantly reduced use of pesticides, chemical fertilisers 

and water in cotton farming
•  The successful establishment of the Better Cotton Initiative, 

as founding members
•  Many identified opportunities to tackle climate change 
•  Reduced negative impact on the environment and human 

health  

NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
While the global partnership focuses on market transformation 
and field projects, there are also many joint activities at  
national level. National partnerships are run by IKEA and 
WWF offices in a number of countries. Below examples of what 
our national partnerships aim for:

•  Climate change awareness through for example Earth Hour 
and training of co-workers

•  Improved energy efficiency 

The national partnerships work with themes that are relevant 
and close to the IKEA co-workers and customers in the com-
munity close to IKEA.

Contact:
For more information on the WWF and IKEA partnership, 
visit www.panda.org/IKEA, www.IKEA.com or contact WWF 
at wwf-ikea-projects@wwf.se
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