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Summary 

Overall, the Commission’s Proposal is, according to the obligations and powers of the treaties, a well-

balanced one that Parliament and Council should support. Taken together with the proposed Connecting 

Europe Facility, the Proposal effectively complements 2009 EU legislation on both the internal market 

(“3rd energy package”) and environmental protection (“1st climate & energy package”), both on a 2020 

horizon and beyond through a 2050 horizon. 

The further development of European energy networks, particularly electricity, is needed both for the 

continued rapid growth of renewable energy technologies, so by mid-century renewable sources are the 

predominant sources that are utilised, and for the the additional competition, supply security and solidarity 

benefits of sufficient ‘cross-border’ interconnection and interoperability. 

During the remaining negotiations, the legislator should ensure the provisions contained in the Proposal are 

not removed or diluted insofar as some member states may hesitate to pursue common European interests. 

Nor should the legislator allow e.g. industrial interests to add to the proposal in such a way that would curtail 

the effectiveness of existing environmental protection rules, e.g. the Natura 2000 biodiversity framework. 

Legal basis 

The Proposal is based on corresponding treaty provisions for Trans-European Networks (TEN) (Part 3, 

Title 16, Articles 170-172). These have existed since 1987 after their introduction by the Single European Act. 

The provisions are independent of Article 194 on Energy introduced only in 2009. It is now 25 years since 

member states first committed to ensure sufficient interconnection and interoperability of national energy, 

transport and telecommunications systems, yet still fullfulling of this commitment is seriously overdue. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/prelex/detail_dossier_real.cfm?CL=en&DosId=200947
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?id=596775


 

Chapter 1: General Provisions 

The scope and definitions in Articles 1 & 2 make clear that the present Proposal effectively complements 

existing legislation. Measures and terms laid down in those earlier acts need not be repeated. In particular, 

all obligations created by 2009 packages stay in place to 2020 and beyond. 

Chapter 2: Projects of Common Interest (PCI) 

Compared to the former TEN energy regime, the new system is expected to prioritise fewer projects but 

ensure these are delivered more effectively. Guided by its recent experience, the Commission must play a 

central role in leading the regional and thematic groups both in order to avoid delays and to ensure a 

consistency of approach geographically and over time (e.g. with 2050 Roadmaps). 

Chapter 3: Permit Granting & Public Participation 

The proposals balance effectively the need for well-justified priority projects to move forward with the 

provisions of existing European and national laws. The new procedures do not go beyond the competences 

conferred on the Union by member states in the treaties and are without prejudice to the requirements in the 

environmental Acquis.  

In order to avoid significant delays or even failed projects, public participation combined with effective 

transparency should be ensured and enabled at the earliest possible stage in infrastructure planning. 

Chapter 4: Regulatory Treatment 

The measures contained in Articles 12, 13 & 14 on cost-benefit analysis harmonisation, on allocation of cross-

border project costs, and on incentive flexibility are an integral part of the overall aim of streamlining new 

project procedures and so should also be supported. 

Chapter 5: Financing 

In line with the polluter pays principle, end-use consumers will in most cases pay for new infrastructure 

investments through the normal procedure of regulated tariffs. Even so, for a relatively small number of 

projects, the introduction of the new Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is welcomed. 

Recalling however that, by definition, infrastructure lasts for many decades and also recalling 2050 goals for 

a near-zero GHG emission energy system, it is therefore essential in this package that the overall priority is 

given to supporting electricity projects before any of those based on fossil fuels, including by earmarking for 

electricity at least two-thirds of available CEF energy resources. 

Chapter 6: Final Provisions 

The planned Commission Transparency Platform website under Article 17 must also be used to publish 

the work of the regional and area Groups established under Article 3 as those groups select priority projects 

of common interest. In other words, effective transparency for citizens is established at an earlier stage, 

before such projects are selected and not only afterwards. 
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