English transcript 1 – 

Swedish TV more general report on Air France-sponsored REDD project ran by WWF in Madagascar; with Pierre Caussade, Director Sustainable Development, Air France 
Voice over:

One of the most effective methods to reduce the carbon emissions today is to combat deforestation which accounts for up to 22% of these emissions. 
We are going to Madagascar. Here, there is unique cooperation between poor small peasants and one of the world’s largest airline company – Air France. Together they are trying to halt cutting down trees.

It takes ten hours of bad roads to reach the edge of this rainforest, a very humid and hot place!

On this isolated island – the fourth largest in the world – the rainforest should be ideally standing. But the reality is far away from the ideal picture.

Donne Rasamoelina is farming on a recently cleared patch of forest. By growing vegetables, he can feed his family.  
Donne Rasamoelina, small farmer   

“I came here after my parents and grand-parents. We have repeatedly burnt small patches of forests once our older fields were not productive enough. We know this is destroying the forest but my family is getting bigger and therefore we must find some unexploited land. According to our traditions we must share the land equitably and this means sometimes we have to live on very small fields.” 

Voice over

REDD (Reduction of Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation of forests), a mechanism through which rich countries and companies will pay for the poorest countries to leave their rainforests standing, could be a solution to halt deforestation. 

Jlim Li Lin, Policy analyst, Third World Network

“The REDD mechanism is really putting the forest into the carbon market and a lot of indigenous people, local communities and forest dwellers are very concerned about this because without respecting their rights first and foremost, we could really be risking their livelihoods and their rights to the land and the forest. So, this is a serious concern but we don’t know what the outcome will be.”
Voice over

Hervé is one of the hundreds of farmers who are part of this REDD pilot project. WWF is helping these local people find alternatives to burning the forest.

Hervé Andrianarivarony, tree planter
“Now, here we have planted 4,075 samples from 27 different tree species on four hectares.”
Voice over

Air France has spent 5 millions Euros for this project against deforestation and forest degradation. 
Pierre Caussade, Director Environment and Sustainable Development, Air France

“Given the magnitude of the problem, I believe all the world’s resources must be mobilized and that includes companies. We are a considerable force.”  
Voice over

In terms of carbon emissions, one day of cutting down the rainforests in the world is equivalent to 8 million people flying between New York and London. Some might see Air France’s involvement in Madagascar as distracting people from the airline’s own emissions and pollution track record.

Pierre Caussade, Director Environment and Sustainable Development, Air France

“Not at all. It’s actually a key challenge of the REDD mechanism: can the fight against deforestation be rewarded by carbon credits? Maybe but today it’s certainly too soon to say, we don’t know. What we know is that this pilot project will help gather scientific knowledge and understand better the whole process. But we will not receive any carbon credits at the end, it is pure sponsorship.”    
Voice over

Donne is participating in the pilot project sponsored by Air France. Still he has chopped down a few additional trees. Food at the table comes first.

Donne Rasamoelina, small farmer

“I had to cut down a couple of trees to remove the shadow over my field, so that my vegetables grow better.” 

Erika Bjerstroem, Swedish TV reporter
It’s almost impossible to understand the lifestyle of some of these people here. In one year, one person with this standard of living is spending as little energy as a television on standby. 

In the light of this how can the US insist that the poorest countries – who have no historical responsibilities in climate change – also contribute to reducing global warming?

On the other hand, there are other challenges people need to work on, such as deforestation. Everybody must help. It is normal that rich countries put some money to support poor countries trying to stop deforestation.  
