
Will your city  
inspire the World?

Why we are here

www.panda.org/citychallenge 

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

Your citY can lead the waY
This is your chance to show us how cities can take the 
lead in building a sustainable future.
 By taking part in the Earth Hour City Challenge, 
your community can gain worldwide recognition for 
demonstrating the smartest, most inspiring plan for 
low carbon development and supporting the global 
transition towards a 100% renewable energy future.

WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected 
independent conservation organizations, with over 5 
million supporters and a global network active in over 
100 countries. WWF’s mission is to stop the degrada-
tion of the Earth’s natural environment and to build 
a future in which humans live in harmony with na-
ture, by conserving the world’s biological diversity, 
ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources 
is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollu-
tion and wasteful consumption.  

will Your citY 
inspire the world?whY the 

earth hour 
citY challenge?

Join the earth hour city challenge and show us how!

Half the world’s population now lives 
in cities, where more than 70% of the 
world’s CO2 emissions are generated.  
At the same time, urban populations 
are growing fast, aided by investments 
of several hundred trillion dollars in 
urban infrastructure during the 
coming years. This funding can and 
should be invested in the creation of 
sustainable cities.
At WWF, our goal is to find cities that 
are leading the way in sustainable 
urban development – and to reward 
their efforts.
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WWF International
Avenue du Mont-Blanc, 1196 Gland, Switzerland, ehcc@wwf.se
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the challenge
The Earth Hour City Challenge is an initiative designed 
by WWF to mobilize action and support from cities in the 
global transition towards a 100% renewable future. It also 
aims to stimulate the development and dissemination of 
best practices for climate mitigation and adaptation.

Cities and municipalities in selected pilot countries are 
invited to present holistic, inspiring and credible plans 
for low carbon development and for dramatically increa-
sing the use of sustainable, efficient and renewable energy 
solutions in the next few decades. Entrants will also be 
judged on their ability to focus on strategies that promote 
attractive, one planet lifestyles while positively impacting 
the world around them through the development and dis-
semination of sustainable solutions.

applications may be submitted May – october 2013

selection procedure
City applications will be easily submitted via cCCR, an 
internationally recognized climate reporting platform for 
cities managed by ICLEI-Local Governments for sustai-
nability. Strategies will then be evaluated by an interna-
tional jury consisting of experts in areas ranging from 
urban planning and transport to consumer behavior and 
energy systems.

Entrants will be evaluated on a variety of criteria reflec-
ting level of ambition and overall commitment to low 
carbon development and increasing the use of sustaina-
ble, efficient and renewable energy solutions. Significant 
measures to promote attractive one planet lifestyles and 
increasing public participation in this transition will also 
be rewarded.

Three finalists from each participating country will be se-
lected at the conclusion of the application process. These 
cities will then be presented to the public as candidates 
for the People’s Choice Award. The international jury will 
also recognize one city in each participating country as a 
national Earth Hour Capital, and then award one of these 
cities the title Global Earth Hour Capital.

In a world where sustainable development is quickly be-
coming one of the top criteria for businesses and citizens 
alike, this is your chance to show just how attractive your 
city is to live and work in.

next year’s global earth hour capital will be presented at the earth 
hour conference in March 2014.

Join the earth hour 
citY challenge
In a few short years, Earth Hour has successfully raised 
climate awareness across the globe. But switching off our 
lights once a year is obviously not enough. WWF hopes 
to continue this positive momentum by highlighting and 
rewarding those communities that are prepared to make 
substantial long-term efforts to combat climate change.

Our mission with the Earth Hour City Challenge is to 
set an example that will inspire similar actions across 
the globe. Being recognized as the leading Earth Hour 
Capital, your city has the opportunity to lead the way.

what is earth hour?
Earth Hour began in Sydney, Australia in 
2007 when 2.2 million people took a stand 
against climate change by turning off their 
lights in homes and businesses. But that 
was only the start, last year hundreds of 
millions of people in 152 countries across 
every continent officially switched off to 
pledge their support for the planet.


