
EARTH HOUR KENYA UPDATE. 

Thanks for shining a light on climate action. We couldn’t have done it without you and your support for 

our planet.  

The 10th year of Earth Hour saw a record 178 countries getting involved with more than 6 000 cities 

joining in, attracting support from millions of people around the world. 

By adding your voice to the call to action, you’ve helped us send a strong message that we all have a 

part to play in mitigating the effect of climate change. 

We had a very successful Earth Hour event this year. The global theme was “Shine A Light On Climate 

Action” which focused on individuals harnessing their social power to change climate change. 

Here in Kenya, our focus was shining a light on renewable energy. We undertook various activities to 

bring to the Kenyan public’s attention the importance of climate action as well as WWF Kenya’s 

conservation efforts. 

Below are the highlights of the Earth Hour activities that took place: 

1. Homeboyz Radio Office Invasion 

We partnered with Homeboyz Radio to broadcast one of the most popular breakfast shows live from 

our offices on the eve of Earth Hour from 6:00 am -10:00 am. 

We had a hive of activities as the presenters engaged the listeners with Earth Hour facts and trivia. They 

also interviewed department and project leaders of WWF Kenya who shared their knowledge on WWF 

conservation activities throughout the country. Our Earth Hour partners were also interviewed on their 

companies and their contribution to the Earth Hour event. 

From this we were able to make #EarthHourKe a trending topic on Twitter and grow our Facebook 

following from 2,700 to 5,980! 

2. Art and Essay Competition  

In partnership with Wildlife Clubs of Kenya (WCK) we rolled out a Schools art and essay competition a 

few weeks prior to the Earth Hour. The title was “Shine a Light Using Renewable Energy” which was 

partly based on last year’s COP 21 discussions that encouraged the move from away from fossil fuels 

and embracing clean and renewable energy.  

It was opened to class 8 pupils in 5 counties in Kenya with a total of 14 schools participating. The 

selected winners were awarded during the Earth Hour cocktail event with certificates of participation 

and solar products from Barefoot Power Ltd. 

We hope to have some of the winners share their ideas and visions in future events. 

3. Green Energy Exhibition  



This took place on Saturday, 19th March from 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Our partners included: Barefoot Power 

Ltd, Burn Manufacturing, Knights Energy, The Wildlife Foundation and Blue Energy from Hilton Hotel. 

We were all able to exhibit our conservation and green energy initiatives to the Kenyan public. There 

were lots of activities taking place throughout the day such as the dunk challenge, skaters, music 

entertainment, dance competition, make your mark pledge wall etc. 

4. Earth Hour Evening Cocktail 

From 7:00 pm we changed gears to host a high-level Earth Hour cocktail at the Hilton Hotel pool area. 

Prof. Judi Wakhungu, Cabinet Secretary for Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources graced us as 

our chief guest. Also present were WWF- Kenya CEO Mohammed Awer and WWF Regional Office for 

Africa Director Fred Kumah among other key guests. 

The symbolic “lights off” happened at 8:30 pm- 9:30 pm with Hilton Hotel switching off their non-

essential lights and switching to renewable energy.  

Prof. Judi Wakhungu highlighted the importance of individuals getting involved in the conservation of 

our natural resources by making a commitment to climate action. 

5. Partnership with Hilton Hotel 

This was our first partnership with the Hilton Hotel. The Earth Hour theme was well in line with Hilton 

Hotel’s Blue Energy CSR initiative which is a Living Sustainably environmental awareness campaign. One 

of their greatest achievements was reducing energy use by 13.6%, carbon output by 20.2%, waste 

output by 26.8% and water use by 13.1 % since 2009. 

 

6. WWF-Kenya Field Team Participation  

Not to be left behind, our Narok and Mombasa field teams also celebrated Earth Hour together with 

Serena Hotels. In Narok, the team celebrated at Mara Serena Safari Lodge with tree planting activities 

and an Earth Hour dinner.  

In Mombasa, the team was at Mombasa Serena Beach Hotel where they took part in an Earth Hour yoga 

session as well as dinner.  

 

7. Thank you note 

We would like to thank all the staff that participated in making this Earth Hour event our biggest one 

yet. It is a small step in the right direction as it provided an opportunity for maximum visibility on our 

social media platforms and on the ground. 

‘Our individual action’ counts and we appreciate the enthusiasm that all staff have shown at ‘playing 

their part’ to make a difference. 


