Domtar - evolution of energy and ghg emissions

Since 2005, Domtar has significantly decreased its reliance on fossil fuels and increased its use of renewable energy, like biomass and spent cooking liquor.  Use of renewable energy went up from 67.5%, in 2005, to 73.1%, an 8.3% increase, in 2009, mainly due to various projects in our facilities to increase recovery and bark boiler efficiencies.  This increase is even greater if current data is compared to 2000 numbers (64.8%), as some facilities retired old coal-fired boilers to replace them with biomass boilers.

Reliance on grid electricity also went down significantly during this period, as a result of better use of cogeneration at our facilities.  Use of self-generated electricity went up 15.2% since 2005 (from 56.8 to 65.5%), which, in turn, caused a reduction in Scope 2 emissions of 72,500 tonnes of CO2 in 2009 alone.  Because of the increased use of biomass, this electricity is also cleaner, with 57.4% of it being generated from renewable fuels (from 50.5% in 2005). 

These efforts, combined with continuous improvement projects at all of our facilities, helped Domtar achieve a 25.3% reduction in combined Scope 1 and 2 emissions in 2009, based on 2005 emission levels.

