Next Steps



If action responses to the population/environment
dynamic are to address buman needs and protect the

Earth's remaining biodiversity, they must bave

effect at a variety of levels and include a range of

mnstitutional and individual actors.




hile WWF and its current partners

are taking steps to address the threat

and impact of population pressures at
the field level, action is also required at the political
(governance), policy, and planning scales. Such action
will depend on the input and commitment of many
actors and stakeholders in the fields of population,
environment, and development—and across cultural
and geopolitical boundaries. Partnerships among
this diverse group of actors are essential, as is the full
participation of stakeholders in the development

and implementation of strategic responses.

The realities, experiences, and lessons presented

in Disappearing Landscapes, and through the work of
environment and development NGOs around the
world, ought to provide, WWF believes, sufficient
motivation for all concerned to promote, implement,
and/or partner in actions—both large and small —
that will address the population/environment

connection.

Actions at the Policy Level

O Raise awareness among national governments and
international agencies of the complexity and impact
of population and environment interactions on people

and biodiversity;

[0 Mobilize additional resources (financial and human)
to address biodiversity conservation and the demand
for education, reproductive health care, and economic

activities that do not threaten the natural resource base;

O Convene and participate in cross-sectoral dialogues
on population/environment interactions and responses

at international and national levels;

O Support increased funding for full implementation
of the Programme of Action agreed at the 1994 United
Natons’ International Conference on Population and

Development in Cairo, Egypt; and

O Bring experiences of addressing population and
environment intersections and collisions to on-going
international and national policy processes and forums
(e.g., to the Rio+10 Conference [Johannesburg 2002:
The World Summit on Sustainable Development]
that will review 10 years of progress on Agenda 21

in South Africa in September 2002).
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The experiences of

conservation and
development partners
that address the
population/environment
dynamic need to be
brought to international
and policy forums such
as the Rio+10
Conference in 2002
in Johannesburg,

South Africa.



The demographic
and environmental
changes under way are
rapid and the pace
is quickening.
Time is precious
if the structural factors
that are causing
population and
environmental collisions

are to be addressed.

Actions at the Program Design and
Planning Level

O Incorporate population dynamics (including
consumption patterns, migration, and gender realities)
as a key factor in determining conservation strategy

and program initiatives;

00 Promote and practice cross-sectoral planning at
national and community levels that takes into account
the state of the environment, agricultural needs and
practices, land use, migration patterns, and socioeco-
nomic realities like health and economic status, gender

roles, and demographic patterns;

O Create partnerships (e.g., with bilateral and mult-
lateral institutions and local and regional NGOs) to
increase access to reproductive health care, education,
and economic opportunity, and potentially leverage

funding for such efforts;

O Undertake gender analysis and craft interventions
that seek to advance gender equity and ensure women’s
full participation in program design and implementation

and policy making; and

O Draw on the analysis and research of local, national,
and international organizations and institutions with

population/environment expertise, and convene key
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stakeholders (governmental and NGO) to brainstorm

policy and program strategies.

Actions in the Areas of Education
and Outreach

O Identify channels through which to share
information about population/environment linkages
and challenges at local, national, and regional levels
(e.g., public awareness campaigns by governments or
NGOs, community-based organizations, environmental
education programs, stakeholder forums, the media,

and other, nontraditional communication channels; and

O Provide information on populaton/environment
connections to constituents and funders at national

and international levels.

Actions in the Area of Research

O Document the linkages among population and
environmental realities (e.g., through overlay maps of
demographic and socioeconomic data with ecological
data) to set priorities for interventions and to gain
support for and input into actions of NGO and

community-based partners and policy makers;

00 Develop the means to monitor and anticipate trends

and drivers, including those related to gender relations,



health and education, and legal status (e.g., women’s

rights to land or inheritance); and

O Evaluate the impacts of interventions designed
to address population and environment linkages to

determine what does and doesn’t work.

The demographic and environmental changes under
way are rapid and the pace is quickening. Time is
precious if the structural factors that are causing

population and environmental collisions are to be

addressed. WWEF is taking a number of the steps
described above, in regions around the world where
biodiversity conservation is a priority and securing
sustainable livelihoods a necessity. 1o be successful,
WWEF and others must respond to the population/
environment dynamic with programs and policies
delivered at the community, national, regional,

and global level. WWEF invites others to join in a
global response to address the pressures on people

and biodiversity in today's world. =
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