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Conservation for peace:  
Dinaric Arc Parks conference

Networking of protected areas in the 
Western Balkans began at the Dinaric 
Arc Parks conference in November in 
Banja Luka. Almost 200 people from 
17 countries attended the conference 
and presented their protected areas. 
This was the first conference that cov-
ered 8 countries of the region in more 
than 20 years. The full report of the 
conference can be downloaded here. 

64 years dedicated to nature 
conservation

Pelister National Park celebrated its 
64th anniversary on November 30, 
2012. It is the first legally declared na-
tional park in the Republic of Mace-
donia and within the entire territory 
of the former mutual Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia.

Save Hutovo Blato Nature Park!

Negative human impacts have led 
to an increase in poaching, to the re-
duced fish stocks and bird population 
and drying up of the swamps and 
lakes. If this continues, Hutovo Blato, 
this precious wetland, could com-
pletely disappear in the next 30 years. 
WWF launched a campaign and a peti-
tion for the protection of Hutovo Blato, 
the heart of life of the Neretva valley.

Proposed synergies between 
Dinaric Arc Parks project and Tour 
du Valat

During the conference, many of at-
tendees had a chance to discuss 
the future collaboration with Lau-
rent Chazee, Coordinator of the pro-
gramme in Tour du Valat. To whom it 
may concern, here you can read about 
agreements and find relevant contacts 
in case you would like to participate.

WWF workshop about climate 
changes adaptation in  
Medvednica Nature Park

Climate changes have already evi-
dently changed the environment in 
which ecosystems, biodiversity and 
people mutually affect each other. 
WWF gives a special significance to 
understanding of climate changes and 
through the project “Dinaric Arc Parks” 
it organized a workshop about climate 
changes adaptation.

When conservation and borders 
coincide

A new publication by IUCN shows how 
transboundary conservation action in 
South-East Europe’s Dinaric Arc helps 
to protect the region’s rich biodiversity 
and how it introduces an innovative 
tool which helps to develop cross-bor-
der partnerships. The publication can 
be downloaded here. 
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Dear friends and colleagues,  
Dinaric Arc Parks project team wishes you happy holidays!  

May the New Year bring us health, peace and new protected areas!
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