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WWF Partners with Sky for
the Amazon

Major new conservation
complex underway

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has
approved US$113 million for the Amazon
Sustainable Landscapes Programme – an
innovative scheme to protect the Amazon
ecosystem across Brazil, Colombia and Peru
that is expected to leverage $682 million
additional financing over the next five years.
The programme aims to protect globally
significant biodiversity and mitigate climate
change through policies to foster sustainable
land use, protected area (PA) management
and restore vegetation cover. US$30 million
is designated for the ARPA Transition Fund,
launched July 2014 with WWF support for
long-term financing of 60 million ha of PAs
in the Brazilian Amazon. A further US$9
million will support consolidation and
effective management of 69 PAs covering
19.5 million hectares in Peru.

An innovative partnership with Sky, the
UK media company, has helped protect
highly vulnerable Amazon forests in Brazil’s
Acre State – a biodiversity hot spot and
conservation priority. Together with the Acre
authorities, the 6-year programme helped
1,500 small scale farmers adopt sustainable
methods and gain better market prices for
their produce, re-establishing a market for
wild rubber and reducing incentives to cut
forests for beef production. In the face of
a new road cutting through the forest, the
programme also met its aim to help keep
one billion trees standing, preventing 3,7
million tonnes of carbon emissions. There
was also a huge communications outreach
in the UK, reaching over 7-million viewers
on the challenges facing the Amazon and its
biodiversity.

WWF applauds the agreement reached
in Canada’s British Columbia (BC) after
20 years of hard negotiations to protect
85 per cent of the iconic rainforest from
logging. In 2007, after 10 years of struggle
and civil unrest over proposals to log this
old growth rainforest, government, forest
companies, First Nations and environmental
organisations agreed a world-leading model
of ecosystem management for the region,
which WWF recognized as a Gift to the Earth
to encourage the initiative. Almost a decade
later, the result is a commitment to protect
6,4 million ha along the BC coast. The
remaining 15 per cent will be accessible for
sustainable logging. WWF is now calling on
government and First Nations to protect the
coastal and marine zone of the Great Bear
Sea bordering the rainforest.

© André Bärtschi / WWF

© Adriano Gambarini / WWF-Brazil

WWF’s Global Goal: The integrity
of the world’s most important
forests, including their benefits to
human well-being, is enhanced and
maintained.*

|

Major funding announced for
Amazon conservation

© naturepl.com / Eric Baccega / WWF

An estimated 13 million hectares
of forests were lost each year
between 2000 and 2010. In
tropical rainforests particularly,
deforestation continues to be an
urgent environmental issue that
jeopardizes people’s livelihoods,
threatens species, and intensifies
global warming. Forests make a
vital contribution to humanity,
but their full potential will only be
realized if we halt forest damage and
destruction.
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Green Charcoal boosts
protection for Virunga

Africa’s largest forest carbon
project moves ahead

A new management agreement aims to
achieve effective conservation of the 3,3
million ha Salonga National Park in DRC
– Africa’s largest forest national park, and
the world’s second largest tropical forest
protected area. Joint management of the
park by the DRC’s Institut Congolais pour
la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN) and
WWF, is strongly supported by the donor
community, especially the EU, USAID and
German Development KfW, and will help
address poaching, and illegal fishing and
hunting that have plagued Salonga. The park
consists of two huge forest blocks separated
by a 45km-wide corridor, and supports 51
mammal, 129 fish and 223 bird species. The
park is home to an estimated 40 per cent of
the total population of the bonobo or pygmy
chimpanzee – a species endemic to DRC.

Eco-Makala, an innovative WWF programme
aimed at reducing deforestation in Virunga
National Park by producing sustainable
charcoal, has received the 2016 Energy Globe
Award in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC). Working with 7,000 farmers, WWF
has reforested over 10,000 ha since 2007,
directly helping to protect Virunga, which is
otherwise the main source of wood for illegal
charcoal production for millions of people.
In Goma alone – the largest city in the
area – an estimated 100 tonnes of charcoal
are used annually costing US$56 million.
Assessments show that within five years
EcoMakala could supply up to 20 per cent of
Goma’s charcoal needs. The programme has
taught farmers improved methods and has
promoted fuel efficient stoves which halve
charcoal consumption.

The World Bank has provisionally approved
the DRC’s carbon emissions reduction
programme across 10 million ha of tropical
forest in the Mai-Ndombe Province north
of Kinshasa – the largest forest landscape
restoration programme in Africa. WWF
actively supports this US$200 million
reduced emissions from deforestation and
forest degradation project, known as REDD+,
by working with the DRC government, the
private sector, Indigenous Peoples and local
communities. Using incentives for positive
results, the programme directly compensates
communities for maintaining and managing
their forests. It represents an unprecedented
opportunity to counter forest loss at a huge
scale, create economic opportunities for
2 million people in the region and prevent
29 million tonnes of CO2 emissions.

Find out more:

© Julie Pudlowsk i /WWF
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© Sinziana-Maria Demian / WWF

New partnership for
Salonga
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New indigenous people’s
forest reserves in Peru

Chinese forest companies in
Gabon agree sustainability

The first forest concessions in Indonesian
New Guinea have received certification by the
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). Two areas
totalling 210,000 ha have been certified, and
a further 500,000 ha should gain certification
this year. The island contains the largest tract
of tropical forest outside the Amazon and
Congo basin, and around two-thirds of its
species are found nowhere else on Earth, but
WWF identifies this as one of 11 deforestation
fronts at risk of large scale forest loss over the
next 15 years.

Peru has approved the status of three
reserves for Indigenous Peoples in Isolation
and Initial Contact totalling 1,57 million ha.
The Mashco Piro, Murunahua and Isconahua
reserves further consolidate the Purus Mana
forest corridor across 10 million ha of the
Amazon Headwaters priority landscape
and help secure the rights of the indigenous
people living in voluntary isolation. Created
at regional level a decade ago, WWF helped
gain full recognition through a Supreme
Decree which upgrades the reserves’
status, helps protect against threats such as
mining, illegal logging and oil exploration,
and enables development of management
plans and committees with community
representation to ensure the viability of this
conservation complex in consultation with
the indigenous peoples.

Twelve Chinese forestry companies
managing approx. 5 million ha of forest
concessions in Gabon have committed to
manage their operations responsibly. These
companies, which manage more than 80
per cent of Chinese forest concessions in
Gabon, have committed to comply with
guidelines produced by China’s State Forestry
Administration (SFA), with WWF support,
for Chinese companies working overseas to
achieve sustainable forest management. The
guidelines aim to prevent illegal logging,
introduce product traceability, respect for local
cultures, support for community development
and other corporate social responsibility
best practices. Announced in June, this
commitment follows a pledge made by the
companies to protect wildlife and improve the
living conditions of forest workers.

© SERNANP

© Mark Edwards / WWF

© Wang Le / WWF-China

FSC advances in Indonesia

And in Indonesian West Kalimantan on the
island of Borneo, 28,000 ha of mangrove
forests - vital to address climate change by
absorbing CO2 and protect coastlines - have
gained FSC-certification.

Find out more:
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Malaysia’s largest marine
park comes to life

WWF welcomed the entry into force of the
Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA)
on 5 June 2016 - an international accord
that will prevent illegally caught fish from
entering the markets through ports around
the world. PSMA is a huge step in the global
fight to eliminate illegal fishing. Illegally
caught seafood endangers marine ecosystems,
hurts law-abiding fishermen, and penalizes
governments, retailers and consumers who
play by the rules. PSMA is a cost effective way
of leveraging market forces to close ports to
vessels suspected of illegal activities. WWF
has been working for several years to convince
national governments to sign and ratify
this important treaty to improve chances of
keeping illegal products out of global markets.

Historic measures were taken for tuna in
May: The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
(IOTC), responsible for managing nearly a
quarter of the global tuna catch, adopted
much needed harvest control rules for
skipjack tuna in the Indian Ocean. This is
the first time a tuna fisheries commission
has adopted harvest control rules before the
stock has actually collapsed. This decision is
a credit to the IOTC members and a major
step towards preserving skipjack tuna stocks
in the Indian Ocean, and follows several
years of coordinated work by WWF. Even
more significantly, responding in part to
a strong WWF campaign, initial measures
were adopted by the Commission to reduce
fishing effort on yellowfin tuna, a stock
projected to collapse if catches continue at
recent high levels.

The establishment of the 1-million hectare
Tun Mustapha Park (TMP) off the north
coast of Borneo in the Coral Triangle,
formally declared in May, is the result of
more than a decade of work led by the Sabah
State Government and Sabah Parks, and
civil society, with WWF support. Including
more than 50 islands, the coastal park
will protect rich coral reef, mangrove and
seagrass habitats, as well as productive
fishing grounds. An economic valuation
commissioned by WWF showed that
conservation and sustainable development of
the area will be worth US$83 million, more
than triple the value of proposed extractive
industry developments, and a WWF public
opinion survey showed 85 per cent in
favour of the park, which will support the
livelihoods of 80,000 local people.

Find out more:

© Jurgen Freund/WWF

WWF’s Global Goal: The world’s
most important fisheries and ocean
ecosystems are productive and
resilient, and improve livelihoods
and biodiversity.*

|

First steps to sustainable
Indian Ocean tuna

© Per Erik Berg

But oceans – and especially the
coastal margins – are under
ever-increasing threat from human
activities ranging from overfishing
and mining, to pollution and
ill-considered development and
tourism. Above all, the oceans are
threatened by the impacts of climate
change especially acidification and
warming. WWF’s Living Planet
Index for oceans shows a 49 per
cent decline of marine species in the
period 1970-2012.

July 2016

Global agreement to counter
illegal fishing

© naturepl.com / Doc White / WWF

Covering 71 per cent of the
Earth’s surface, oceans sustain
life, producing half our oxygen,
absorbing and distributing heat
around the planet, and greatly
influence the world’s weather
systems. They are also extremely
rich in biodiversity and support
the one billion people who rely on
seafood for protein and livelihoods.
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New marine protected area in Great Barrier Reef marine life Hope for world’s smallest
the Coral Triangle
thrown a lifeline
porpoise

Find out more:

In a major boost for the critically endangered
vaquita porpoise, Mexico and the US have
agreed action to address the illegal fishing
which threatens the extinction of this, the
world’s smallest porpoise, which numbers
less than 60. Mexico will permanently ban
use of gillnets throughout the vaquita’s
range, removing the greatest threat to
its survival due to being accidentally
trapped and drowned. Both countries will
also halt illegal fishing and trade in the
endangered totoaba fish, cause of many
vaquita deaths. All illegal and derelict
fishing gear – so-called “ghost nets” – will
be traced and removed from the vaquita’s
habitat. WWF works with the Mexican
authorities to develop vaquita-safe fishing
methods, enabling local fishermen to make a
sustainable living.

A highly innovative idea - to buy up and
“retire” a shark fishing license on Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef (GBR) - rapidly attracted
the necessary support, raising AUS$100,000
in just 48 hours and delivering an
immediate, positive conservation result to
the region. The license includes the rights to
fish using one of five 1.2km long nets, which
are hugely destructive to marine life on the
Reef, killing an estimated 10,000 sharks
annually as well as associated bycatch of
dugongs, dolphins and turtles.

© Tom Jefferson

In addition, three new net-free zones
covering 1,621km2 of critical habitat for
turtles, dugong and coastal dolphins have
been created in the GBR.

© Troy Mayne

© WWF-Indonesia

An important new marine protected area
(MPA) located within the Coral Triangle
region has been announced by Indonesia.
This MPA will protect threatened
marine species while also securing the
livelihoods and food security of local
coastal communities. The 150,000 ha
ocean sanctuary in Kei Kecil Island and
the surrounding waters is home to many
threatened marine species including
migratory whales and leatherback turtles.
The MPA provides livelihoods for the local
communities, through seaweed mariculture
and reef fish fishing grounds, and is also a
major tourist attraction.

Find out more:

Find out more:
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South Africa to boost marine Ecuador enlarges Galapagos
protection and sustainable use marine sanctuary

Success for sustainable fish
campaign in Finland

South Africa is set to declare 21 new offshore
and coastal marine protected areas (MPAs)
covering approximately 2,8 million ha, and
achieving protection for 5 per cent of the
country’s oceans. Supported by WWF, this
6-year initiative has included gathering
of available data, an extensive mapping
exercise, and two years of stakeholder
engagement to identify the areas which
best meet the dual goals of protecting
important and vulnerable habitats,
and supporting sustainable economic
development of the marine environment.
The proposed MPAs are out for public
comment, and the final MPA complex will
be designated later in the year.

In 2012, WWF launched a campaign to
promote sustainability in the fish trade. The
campaign’s main goal was that by end 2015,
no fish on WWF’s Seafood Guide’s red - or
unsustainable - list would be sold in Finland.
This has been almost completely achieved,
with a new survey showing that less than 2%
of fish sold were on the red list, with 62%
on the sustainable list and just one-third
on the intermediate list. Data from Finnish
customs also shows a huge drop in imports
of fish on the red list, such as Nile perch, rays
and bluefin tuna. The campaign also helped
improve protection for threatened fisheries,
with recovery of salmon stocks in the Baltic
Sea and sea trout in the Gulf of Finland. The
survey showed one-third of Finns follow the
Seafood Guide recommendations.

Find out more:

© Joonas Fritze / WWF

© WWF-_South Africa

© naturepl.com / David Fleetham / WWF

A huge new marine sanctuary has been
created in Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands
offering protection to one of the world’s
largest shark concentrations. The 2,8 million
ha reserve, the size of Belgium and including
Darwin and Wolf islands, protects one-third
of the waters around the Galapagos from
fishing and extractive industries. The new
sanctuary adds to the existing 2 million
ha marine reserve created in 1998. A plan
to regulate management of the Galapagos
protected areas has also been approved, with
support from WWF and partners. A volcanic
archipelago 1000km off Ecuador in the
Pacific Ocean, the Galapagos is a biodiversity
hot spot, supporting almost 3,000 fish,
marine mammal, endemic seabird and
other species, including a marine iguana
and 34 shark species.

Find out more:

Find out more:

GLOBAL GOALS - WILDLIFE

Reversing this trend and conserving
the world’s wildlife is an enormous
challenge, but progress is possible.
Remarkable successes have been
achieved in bringing wildlife
populations back from the brink.
Together, we can ensure that the
world’s wildlife has the space and
resources it needs to thrive in
harmony with people.
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Hong Kong moves to close
domestic ivory market

Rhino protection successes in
Nepal and South Africa

African countries have agreed bold new steps
to implement a continent-wide strategy to
combat the illegal wildlife trade. The strategy
was agreed by the African Environment
Ministers’ Conference in Cairo in April. WWF
welcomed this development, underlining the
importance of a common African strategy,
resulting from the unprecedented high level
political commitment across Africa to tackle
transboundary organised wildlife crime.

A series of countries central to the illegal
ivory trade have now committed to cease or
regulate their domestic ivory markets. The
latest announcement by Hong Kong that it
is to explore phasing out the trade follows
similar decisions by China and US, and
Thailand’s moves to regulate its domestic
trade. Hong Kong’s new decision represents
a significant success for WWF’s campaign to
ban the city’s ivory trade, which has gained
the support of other organizations, members
of the Legislative Council and over 70,000
people. This decision is also an indication
of how fast national policy is changing and
how international momentum to tackle
illegal wildlife trade is building. Last year
saw the unanimous adoption of the historic
UN General Assembly Resolution on wildlife
crime.

Increased anti-poaching efforts have
achieved the first annual decrease in rhinos
killed in South Africa since 2007 – in 2015,
1,175 rhino were killed in South Africa,
40 less than in 2014. However, at least
130 rhino were poached in Namibia and
Zimbabwe last year.

EU environment ministers endorsed an
ambitious action plan to boost the region’s
collective efforts to end wildlife trafficking,
but WWF criticises the lack of some key
commitments including finance and human
resources, national law amendments and
reporting.

© Martin Harvey / WWF

© WWF-Hong Kong/ Lam Chun Yuen

WWF’s Global Goal: The world’s
most iconic and endangered species
are secured and recovering in the
wild.*

* The Global Goals are still under development and the
final wording may still change.

|

African states step up fight
against wildlife crime

Find out more:

Nepal marked two years of zero poaching of
rhino in May – the fourth 12-month period
of zero poaching since 2011 – achieved with
the support of local communities, police,
army and other partners, and has resulted in
an increase of Nepal’s population of greater
one-horned rhino to 645. The zero poaching
toolkit, which WWF helped develop, is
helping as a one-stop website for countries to
access the best available tools and resources
– zeropoaching.com.

© Martin Harvey / WWF

Wildlife is integral to the ecosystems
on which people rely for survival. Yet
across the globe, wildlife is under
threat, with a broad range of species
being driven towards extinction.
Global wildlife populations have
fallen by more than half in just 40
years as measured by WWF’s Living
Planet Report 2014.
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Tiger numbers on the rise for World’s most endangered cat Hope rises for Grauer’s gorilla
first time in 100 years
climbs past 400
in DRC
Estimates of Iberian lynx populations show a
dramatic increase – rising from 327 in 2014
to 404 – and provide real hope for the long
term survival of what is the most endangered
cat species in the world. A new survey also
shows the Iberian lynx is expanding beyond
the borders of its stronghold in Andalusia
into other parts of Spain as well as Portugal.
In 2015, the first birth of an Iberian lynx in
the wild outside Andalusia was confirmed in
Extremadura. However, despite sustained
conservation efforts, the Iberian lynx is still
threatened by road deaths and decline in the
population of rabbits, its main prey. In some
critical lynx habitats, rabbit populations have
halved due to disease. Urgent efforts are
needed to tackle these threats to maintain
the success.

Find out more:

In a major conservation boost in the eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the
government has approved the boundaries of
the 1,5 million ha Itombwe Nature Reserve,
paving the way for effective protection of
one of DRC’s most biodiverse areas. Initially
gazetted in 2006, the reserve supports
species such as forest elephant, chimpanzee
and Grauer’s gorilla, also known as the
eastern lowland gorilla, which is endemic to
DRC and under huge threat. Recent reports
show a catastrophic regional population
collapse, with a 77 per cent decrease in
numbers from an estimated 17,000 in 1995
to just 3,800 today. While numbers of
Grauer’s gorilla – the world’s largest primate
– had also dropped in Itombwe, WWF
believes protection of the reserve will help
secure this local population.

© Carlos Drews / WWF

© Alex Walsh / WWF

© Alfonso Moreno/ WWF-Spain

The number of wild tigers has been revised
to 3,890 from the 2010 estimate of ‘as few
as 3,200’. The updated figures result from
healthy increases in tiger populations in India,
Russia, Nepal and Bhutan, improved surveys
and enhanced protection. In 2014 tiger
governments agreed to announce a new global
tiger estimate by 2016, based on systematic
national surveys. However, as not all
countries have completed or published their
surveys, the new minimum estimate is based
on the IUCN Red List for tigers, updated
for countries where national tiger surveys
have since taken place. The announcement
came on the eve of the 3rd Asia Ministerial
Conference on Tiger Conservation in India,
the latest step in WWF’s Tx2 goal to double
wild tiger numbers by 2022.

Find out more:

Find out more:

GLOBAL GOALS - FRESHWATER

Water is also hugely threatened.
Climate change, population
growth and changing consumption
patterns are just some of the
forces putting freshwater systems
increasingly at risk.

* The Global Goals are still under development and the
final wording may still change.
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Keeping the
Danube River alive

South African celebrities
walk for water

The area of wetlands designated for
protection and sustainable management
under the Ramsar Convention with
WWF’s support has reached 100 million
ha worldwide, with the declaration of
Zimbabwe’s first seven Ramsar sites. This
milestone, announced on World Wetlands
Day, 2 February, means WWF has supported
45 per cent of the 215 million ha of Ramsar
wetlands designated since the convention
was signed in 1971. The seven new sites in
Zimbabwe include the iconic Victoria Falls.
Wetlands are the most biologically-diverse
ecosystems and also provide key functions
such as water purification and stabilization of
water flows during floods and drought – yet
more than two-thirds of the world’s wetlands
have been lost in the last century.

WWF welcomed the endorsement in
February by 14 Danube ministers of a new
Danube River basin management plan,
which prioritises floodplain restoration,
but called for a full Biodiversity Strategy, to
help prevent damage to priority freshwater
systems and keep undammed rivers free
flowing. The Danube-Carpathian region is
home to Europe’s last extensive wilderness
with intact forest and freshwater ecosystems.
Since the Danube Convention was signed in
1994, WWF has played a key role in Europe’s
most ambitious wetland conservation
programme with over 1,4 million ha
protected and 250,000 ha restored across the
basin. Working with local partners, WWF has
restored wetlands, reconnected floodplains,
removed fish migration barriers and restored
native species, including sturgeon.

South African celebrities and media
were taken on two “journeys of water” to
spotlight the role of a few catchment areas
in providing more than half the water in the
country’s rivers – critical both for people and
nature. The 21 strategic water source areas
cover less than 10 per cent of the country
and despite their value face impacts such as
mining, alien vegetation, and climate change.
WWF took the celebrities on two multi-day
journeys from catchments in the Western
Cape and KwaZulu Natal down to Cape
Town and Pietermaritzburg urban areas.
The celebrities used their outreach – gaining
over 24 million impressions – to help urban
dwellers understand where their water
comes from, the need to protect these areas,
and to use this precious resource
more responsibly.

© Goran Safarek

© Denis Landenbergue / WWF International

WWF’s Global Goal: Freshwater
ecosystems and flow regimes in key
river basins provide water for people
and nature.*

|

WWF wetlands
milestone reached

© Chris Marais / WWF

Freshwater is the world’s most
precious resource. Freshwater
habitats house a large proportion
of the world’s biodiversity: more
than 10 per cent of all known
animals and about half of all
known fish species. Yet despite its
massive role in our lives, water is
a surprisingly finite resource. Less
than one per cent of the world’s
water is fresh and accessible.
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GLOBAL GOALS - FOOD
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WWF’s Global Goal: Sustainable
food systems conserve nature and
maintain food security.*

* The Global Goals are still under development and the
final wording may still change.

Mixed progress in transition
to responsible soy

Major Australian retailer John West
Australia has committed to source MSC
skipjack tuna for over 95 per cent of its
canned tuna range, accounting for 43 per
cent of Australia’s canned tuna market. The
company will sell over 100 million cans of
MSC certified skipjack tuna annually, the
largest volume of MSC certified tuna product
being sourced anywhere on the globe. The
company sources its MSC skipjack tuna
from the eight Pacific island Parties to the
Nauru Agreement (PNA), which avoids use
of FADs – Fish Aggregation Devices, floating
devices that attract fish – and significantly
reduces the risk of bycatch of sharks, turtles,
dolphins and unwanted fish. The PNA
achieved MSC certification for their skipjack
tuna fishery in 2012, representing 25–30 per
cent of the world’s tuna supply.

The 2016 WWF Soy Scorecard shows
mixed progress in achieving a transition to
responsible soy production. While 16 of the
133 European food companies assessed are
identified as leaders in sourcing most of their
soy from certified sustainable sources such as
the Round Table on Responsible Soy (RTRS),
many companies take advantage of poor
consumer awareness of the environmental
impact of soy to do nothing positive, and
half did not respond to the survey. WWF
is urging European consumers to tweet
companies scoring poorly on the scorecard to
urge them to source certified soy. A highlight
is that the Amazon Soy Moratorium has
reduced deforestation to almost zero, while
soy production has doubled using already
deforested land, and the moratorium is now
permanent.

© Jürgen Freund/WWF

In the near-term, food production
is sufficient to provide for all, but
about 1.3 billion tonnes of food are
wasted each year. By improving
efficiency and productivity while
reducing waste and shifting
consumption patterns, we can
produce enough food for everyone
by 2050 on roughly the same
amount of land we use now.

Huge boost for
sustainable tuna

© Malene Thyssen / WWF

While essential to human life
and culture, food production,
distribution, management and waste
threaten wildlife and wild places on
a massive scale. Today, 7.2 billion
people consume 1.5 times what the
Earth’s natural resources can supply.
By 2050, the world’s population will
reach 9 billion and the demand for
food will double. The challenge is
to produce enough food for more
people without expanding the land
and water already in use.

Find out more:

Find out more:
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GLOBAL GOALS - CLIMATE

But, there is still time to avoid the
most severe consequences of climate
change, by moving away from fossil
fuels to a low carbon economy
powered by renewable energy.

* The Global Goals are still under development and the
final wording may still change.
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Tweet your leader!

Countries follow up Paris
climate agreement

The world’s governments finalized an
historic global agreement in Paris on 12
December that lays the foundations for
effective long-term efforts to fight climate
change. The agreement is the first to commit
all countries to cut emissions of greenhouse
gases such as carbon dioxide. There are
significant commitments to keep global
temperature increases well below 2°C,
to review each country’s contribution to
emission cuts every five years starting with
a global stock taking in 2018, and to seek a
balance between emissions and absorption
by forests and oceans by the second half of
the century. Countries affirmed the target of
leveraging US$100 billion annually by 2020,
to finance the cost of fighting climate change,
with increased financing in future years.

WWF’s innovative Tweet Your Leader
campaign enabled people throughout the
world to send a message to their political
leaders attending the Paris climate
summit, supporting a fair and effective
global climate deal. People were invited to
select their leader’s publicly listed Twitter
handle and send them a non-editable tweet
assuring them of their support. People
who tweeted also received a personalised
thank you message from @earthhour and
were invited to continue their journey with
WWF and Earth Hour. In the three week
campaign, www.tweetyourleader.org saw
close to 24,000 visits from more than 60
countries. Over 4,200 tweets were sent
to leaders, gathering close to 800 million
impressions for the campaign hashtag
#ChangeClimateChange.

The global climate agreement achieved in
Paris last December marked a critical step in
global efforts to tackle climate change. On 22
April, at a UN event in New York, a record
175 countries signed the Paris Agreement, 10
countries ratified, many others announced
they would do so as soon as possible, and
several more have ratified since. This was an
important show of political commitment to
the Agreement and its implementation. The
Agreement commits countries to try to keep
warming under 1.5°C above pre-industrial
times. To achieve it, countries urgently
need to increase their national efforts to cut
emissions, particularly promoting renewable
energy, forest protection and financing
transition to low carbon economies.

© Michel Gunther/WWF

© UN Photo/Mark Garten

WWF’s Global Goal: A global
shift towards a low carbon and
climate resilient future is achieved*.

|

Paris COP21 ushers in global
transition

Find out more:

© Shutterstockclose

Climate change poses a fundamental
threat to the places, species and
communities WWF works to
protect. Around the globe, climate
change is already seriously affecting
human communities, while wildlife
and ecosystems are being forever
changed. The far-reaching effects of
climate change are evident: oceans
are becoming more acidic, water
supplies are shrinking, agricultural
yields are dropping, and forests are
burning.
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Fossil fuel investments
challenge climate goals

Carbon emissions stall bit
climate change continues

The South African Airways Group has
operated Africa’s first flights using
sustainable biofuels in a move to reduce
carbon emissions from conventional jet
fuels. The biofuel is made from tobacco
plants, and the seedcake remaining after
the vegetable oil has been extracted is
used for animal feed, helping support food
security. The biofuel is certified by the
Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials
(RSB) and research supported by Boeing
and WWF looks at the overall sustainability
of production of the biofuel, resulting in a
standard that rigorously assesses not just
the food water and environmental impacts
of biofuel production, but also social and
employment impacts, to ensure biofuels are
economically viable, socially beneficial and
environmentally sustainable.

A new report released by WWF, NRDC and
Oil Change International shows G7 nations
financed US$42 billion for coal development
2007-2015, and US$2,5 billion in 2015 alone,
mostly by Japan and Germany, despite this
undermining climate goals. This highlights
the important role of WWF’s 2014 Seize
Your Power (SYP) campaign which, with
many partners, recognised the urgent need
to get major financing organisations such
as World Bank to stop investing in fossil
fuels and set a target to achieve transition
of US$40 billion of investment into clean,
safe renewable energy. The recent decision
by the Norwegian Sovereign Wealth Fund to
disinvest from companies with over 30 per
cent of their activities in coal means the SYP
campaign has effectively reached its US$40
billion target.

The International Energy Agency reports
CO2 emissions from fossil fuels have stalled
for the second year in a row. Renewables
played a crucial role, accounting for 90 per
cent of new electricity generation in 2015.
However a new climate report confirmed
there was a toppling of many records in
heat, sea level rise and extreme weather in
2015 due to climate change and the El Niño
event. According to the guardian newspaper
the report, from the US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
says “the world is careening towards an
environment never before experienced by
humans with air and ocean temperatures
breaking records, sea levels reaching historic
highs, and CO2 passing a key milestone”.

© Andrew Kerr / WWF

© National Geographic Stock /John Burcham / WWF

First commercial flights in
Africa use biofuel

© WWF-SA / Sunchem

* The Global Goals are still under development and the
final wording may still change.
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GOVERNANCE

Singapore companies
champion haze-free palm oil

Expert study defends EU
Nature Directives

The global household and furniture chain,
IKEA, is the first major retailer to achieve
the target of using 100 per cent cotton
from more sustainable sources. Cotton,
when conventionally grown, requires large
amounts of water and chemicals. Ten years
ago, WWF, IKEA and several companies
created the Better Cotton Initiative (BCI) to
advance sustainable cotton production. From
initial engagement with just 500 farmers in
WWF and IKEA projects, over 1,3 million are
now engaged in BCI partner projects across
20 countries. Nearing 10 per cent of global
cotton production, BCI aims for 30 per cent
by 2020. Using significantly less water,
pesticides and chemical fertilizer, Better
Cotton farmers see increased profits while
greatly reducing environmental impacts.

A WWF campaign in Singapore against the
smoke haze resulting from the illegal burning
of forest to plant oil palm in Indonesian
Sumatra has resulted in a new alliance of
companies committed to sourcing sustainable
palm oil. The campaign highlighted the link
between illegal forest clearance and the
resultant smoke haze which causes health
issues and closes airports and schools across
the region, and pointed to the many everyday
products containing unsustainable palm oil.
Consumers were urged to vote with their
wallets by buying only products using palm
oil certified by the Roundtable on Sustainable
Palm Oil (RSPO). The Singapore-based
alliance aims to increase use of RSPOcertified palm oil and mobilize public demand
for haze-free products using sustainable
palm oil.

An expert review of the EU Nature Directives,
prepared for the European Commission, has
found they are “fit for purpose and clearly
demonstrate added EU value”. The EU
Habitats and Birds directives are Europe’s
most important nature conservation laws
which have created the Natura 2000
protected area network covering one-fifth
of European territory and over five per
cent of the seas. The experts discourage
any revisions of the directives, and confirm
they are effective in protecting natural sites
from development and other damaging
activities, and their benefits exceed the
costs. In a campaign partnership to protect
the directives from revision, and possible
weakening, WWF helped mobilize over
500,000 people. The European Parliament
supported no revision of the directives.

Find out more:

© Toomas Kokovkin

© naturepl.com/Juan Carlos Munoz / WWF

IKEA sourcing 100% more
sustainable cotton

© Asim Hafeez / WWF-UK

WWF has identiﬁed three global
drivers of change – governance,
ﬁnance and markets – that are
fundamental to environmental
degradation worldwide, and yet
could also be powerful positive
forces for sustainable development
at scale. The stories here give
examples of how we can help make
the drivers agents for sustainable
development.

MARKET
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A record-breaking Earth Hour Paris takes Global Earth Hour
shines a light on climate action Capital 2016

WWF’s Earth Hour started in
Sydney in 2007 as a citizen
action to protest against climate
change and a call for urgent action.
Earth Hour has since grown
at a huge pace to become the
world’s largest mass participation
environmental initiative, and has
gone ‘beyond the hour’ to become
a platform where people are
mobilising action on climate and
other environmental priorities.

Paris is this year’s Global Earth Hour Capital.
WWF’s Earth Hour City Challenge recognizes
Paris as a role model for climate action its
ambitious vision and successful engagement
with business, civil society and other cities
toward sustainability. Paris hosted last
year’s historic global climate summit and
shows strong climate leadership, creating a
model for other cities, setting up an effective
centralized Climate Agency, ensuring clean
vehicles, extending public transportation
and developing waste-to-fuel conversion.
Paris also runs a regular review process to
ensure that the city is on track to meet its
sustainability goals as well as the current and
future needs of its citizens. Vancouver, Cape
Town and Seoul are previous winners.

© Andres Rosales

© Tanzania - EHCC Moshi

Following a landmark year for climate and
the hottest February on record, WWF’s Earth
Hour rolled across skylines and timelines in
March to inspire millions to shine a light on
the climate action our planet needs today. The
tenth edition of the movement’s signature
‘lights out’ event saw WWF and Earth Hour
teams in an unprecedented 178 countries and
territories mobilize individuals, communities
and organizations to act on climate. This year,
more than 123 million individual actions
were taken to help #ChangeClimateChange.
From protecting peatlands in Indonesia and
promoting renewable energy in Uganda and
India, to spreading awareness on sustainable
food and lifestyles in China and Italy, teams
harnessed the movement to mobilize public
action on climate.

Find out more:

Find out more:
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CAMPAIGNS - TOGETHER, SAVING OUR SHARED HERITAGE
emails to the Belize Prime Minister urging
a complete ban on oil as well as other
necessary measures to protect this valuable
ecosystem.

Support for Belize proposal on Action to stop huge elephant
oil exploration
killing in Selous
In Tanzania’s Selous Game Reserve ,
once home to one of Africa’s greatest
concentrations of elephants, the population
has crashed since 2007 from 70,000 to only
15,000 individuals. WWF’s second flagship
location aims to bring together government,
local communities, industry and civil society
to address the wildlife crime that threatens
the surviving elephants, and undermines the
economic potential the park could provide
to local communities. The campaign has
generated 55,000 actions calling on the
Tanzania government to protect Selous,
and social media in 15 languages reaches an
estimated 60 million impressions. Progress
includes Tanzania making significant ivory
seizures and numerous arrests, including a
suspected high-level smuggler known as the
Ivory Queen.

WWF’s first flagship World Heritage site
action aims to protect the Belize Barrier
Reef Reserve System on the Central
American Caribbean Sea coast. The reef
supports the livelihoods of 190,000
people, more than half the country’s
population, but it’s corals and mangroves
are deteriorating rapidly. Threats to the
marine and coastal environment include
destructive construction, large-scale
mangrove clearance, agricultural run-off,
and the potential for 85 per cent of the
country’s offshore waters to be opened for
oil exploration. The Belize government has
committed to ban oil exploration from the
site itself, and a small buffer zone, but a
spill anywhere in Belize’s waters would be
highly destructive to the reef. Through the
campaign, WWF has mobilized 150,000

© Edward Parker / WWF

© Anthony B. Rath / WWF

WWF has launched a new global
conservation campaign to mobilize
protection for World Heritage sites.
An April report found that half of
the 229 natural sites of outstanding
universal value are threatened
by harmful industrial activities,
including oil and gas activities,
logging, mining and infrastructure
construction. More than 11 million
people rely on these imperilled parks
for food, water and other services.
The campaign – Together, Saving
our Shared Heritage – focuses public
action on three flagship sites: the
Belize barrier reef, Selous Game
Reserve in Tanzania, and Spain’s
Doñana National Park, which is also
an EU Natura 2000 and Ramsar
site. WWF is also calling for the
private sector to declare their respect
for World Heritage sites, and for
governments to invest in maximizing
their sustainable development
potential. WWF lobbied the July
meeting of the UNESCO World
Heritage Committee, which adopted
strong recommendations for the
conservation of the Belize reef and
Selous. The campaign intends to see
both sites removed from the List of
World Heritage Sites in Danger in
2018.

Find out more:

Find out more:
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WWF celebrates community- Youth leadership championed Conservation champion and
WWF founding father dies
based marine conservation

WWF celebrated four outstanding
individuals as “Leaders for a Living Planet”
in December for their work to preserve key
threatened habitats and species in Europe.
Stanley Johnson, Henriette Bastrup-Birk,
Claus Stuffmann, and Hemmo Muntingh are
among the key founders of the EU Habitats
Directive adopted in 1992, a core piece
of EU environmental legislation, helping
secure 27,000 natural sites and their wildlife
and ecosystem services. Last year an NGO
partnership including WWF launched the
keepnaturealive campaign to challenge
plans announced by the European Council
to review the Habitats and Birds directives
which could weaken EU legal standards
on nature protection. More than 500,000
people have since called on the European
Union to save Europe’s nature laws.

WWF’s 2015 Duke of Edinburgh
Conservation Award was presented to
Alasdair Harris and Alifereti Tawake for their
support of local communities in rebuilding
fish populations through creation of locallymanaged marine areas (LMMAs). Working
with local fishermen and integrating cultural
traditions and best practice fisheries
management, Mr Tawake’s innovative
approach has resulted in the Fiji LMMA
Network – a model for community-based
marine resource management globally. Dr
Harris, founder of Blue Ventures, works with
coastal communities, government partners
and NGOs to create LMMAs in Madagascar
and Belize which have brought tangible
benefits to many communities. These
strategies are now being replicated elsewhere
in the Indian and Pacific oceans.

Find out more:

At the WWF Annual Conference in
Livingstone, Zambia in June, Zambian
climate leader and youth empowerment
advocate Brighton Kaoma received the
2016 WWF International President’s Award
– WWF’s top accolade for outstanding
young conservation leaders – for his work
to educate youth on the environment and
give them a voice. Growing up in the heavily
polluted mining community of Kitwe, 22year old Kaoma ran a weekly community
radio programme as a teenager to raise
awareness of pollution and climate change.
Also at the conference and following,
African Youth Environment Champions,
including Brighton, from nine countries were
recognised for their inspiring leadership on
local environmental issues.

Find out more:

Find out more:
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WWF pays tribute to Dr Luc Hoffmann – a
founder trustee of WWF, Vice President
emeritus, and an environmental visionary
who made a huge, lifelong contribution to
nature conservation worldwide, who died
on Thursday 21 July. Dr Hoffmann inspired
several critically important WWF conservation
programmes, including Madagascar, West
Africa, and the Mediterranean, and helped
found WWF offices in France, Greece
and Turkey. Dr Hoffmann’s passion was
freshwater ecosystems and especially the birds
dependent on wetlands. He played a key role
in helping protect many vitally important
areas including Spain’s Doñana National Park,
the Camargue in France and Banc d’Arguin in
Mauritania. He also championed the creation
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and
the EU Freshwater Directive.

© WWF International

© Steve Felton / WWF

© WWF / John Kabubu

© Wild Wonders of Europe /Maurizio Biancarelli / WWF

WWF honours founders of
European nature laws

|

Find out more:

WWF highlights in numbers

The annual gross marine product
makes the ocean the world’s 7th
biggest economy according to
WWF report Reviving the
Ocean Economy

17
A total of 17 new sustainable
development goals have been
adopted by the UN as part of the
new sustainable development
plan to 2030

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
panda.org

For the third time since 2011,
Nepal has achieved zero
poaching of rhino, and rhino
numbers have climbed to
645 animals

170M
Up to 170 million hectares
of forest could be lost 20122030 in 11 deforestation
fronts, mostly due to
agricultural expansion

WWF International

Tel : +41 22 364 9111
Fax : +41 22 364 8836
www.panda.org

WWF.ORG

Avenue du Mont-Blanc
1196 Gland, Switzerland

© NASA

Conservation Highlights is produced bi-annually by Rob Soutter (rsoutter@wwfint.org) and Stéfane Mauris (smauris@wwfint.org) in
WWF International’s Communication and Marketing Division. WWF thanks the following virtual volunteers for their contributions:
Dorcus Amaro, Rina Hertzl, Beatrice Jurskyt, Maryline Mangenot, Dannee McGuire, Maria Montzeglio, Libby Scanlan and Katie Stoppiello
Conservation Highlights can be found on One WWF and panda.org
© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature (formerly known as World Wildlife Fund)
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark

• CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS — JULY 2016

7th

ZERO

