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LISTING PROPOSALS

WWF supports the listing of migratory species threatened by extinction on Appendix I of CMS, as outlined in Article III of the Convention, and those Migratory species that need or would significantly benefit from international co-operation on Appendix II of CMS, as outlined in Article IV of the Convention.

ATLANTIC STURGEON (Acipenser sturio)
For the Eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CMS, WWF supports in particular the proposal from the French government to list Atlantic Sturgeon on Appendix I of the Convention.  This species was once abundant along the coasts and in the large rivers of Europe, but today only one population remains.  The exploitation of the caviar produced by this species was one of the key factors leading to its decline before protection was implemented.  Its biology (a long lifecycle of 10 to 15 years) makes it particularly sensitive to human disturbance.  However, the habitats it requires (low valleys of large rivers, estuaries and coastline fringes) are often those most affected by human development.  Furthermore, the cumulative impact of accidental and intentional capture of this species at sea may equal the majority of sub-adult specimens before they attain maturity.  

The species is listed by IUCN as critically endangered, Appendix II of the 92/43/CEE Directive of the Council of European Communities counts it among the five priority fish for conservation efforts, and it is included as a priority species in the 2004 list of threatened and/or declining species of the OSPAR Convention.  Inclusion of this species on Appendix I of CMS, in addition to the existing listing on Appendix II, will strengthen the international legislative basis for further, concerted action by the range states to ensure this species does not decline further towards extinction.  WWF strongly urges the parties to support this proposal.

OTHER LISTING PROPOSALS
 WWF also particularly supports the proposals to list the following species on one or both Appendices of CMS:

· The Mediterranean population of short beaked common dolphin (Delphinus delphis), Appendix I and II
· Bukhara deer (Cervus elaphus bactrianus), Appendix I and II
· Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus), Appendix I and II
· The Mediterranean population of striped dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba), Appendix II

WWF believes that these species fulfil the criteria for listing and that inclusion in the Appendices of CMS will benefit their conservation by helping to stimulate additional range state actions that are required to avoid further endangerment of these species.
RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

WWF supports the passing of resolutions and recommendations to guide effective implementation of the convention.

MARINE RESOLUTIONS
For the Eighth Conference of the Parties to CMS, WWF supports in particular the large number of resolutions and recommendations relating to the marine environment.  The current threats to the world’s seas and oceans are fast approaching those on land.  However, conservation efforts in the marine environment have historically been conducted on a far lower level than those on land, and less than 5% of the world’s oceans are protected.

· 10% of the world’s corals have been degraded beyond recovery and more than 60% of the world’s reefs could be destroyed within 50 years.  

· 75% of the world’s fisheries are classified as “fully-exploited” or “over-exploited” and the global fishing fleet is 2.5 times larger that what the oceans can withstand.  

· Marine pollution such as industrial and agricultural waste, radioactive discharges, oil and plastic debris and discarded fishing gear, are posing an increasing threat to many marine species.  For example, an estimated 21% of all reported threats to small cetaceans arise from pollution.

WWF therefore applauds the efforts of CMS to redress the balance in terms of the conservation of marine migratory species and urges the parties to CMS to support and adopt the following resolutions and recommendations concerned with the marine environment:
· Resolution 8.14: Bycatch. Bycatch – the incidental capture of non-target species in fishing gear - is considered as one of the most immediate and pressing threats to many of the migratory species listed on the Appendices to the Convention including cetaceans, marine turtles, seabirds and sharks:
· More than 300,000 small cetaceans die each year (about 1 animal every 2 minutes) as a result of becoming entangled in fishing gear, making bycatch the single greatest cause of mortality for small cetaceans. 

· More than 250,000 Loggerhead and Leatherback turtles are caught annually in longline fisheries. 

· 100,000 sharks are caught each year as bycatch in the Mediterranean Sea alone. 
· In the Southern Ocean alone, between 80 -160,000 seabirds die annually as accidental bycatch in fisheries.

Due to the inter-governmental nature of fisheries management, and the highly migratory status of the species concerned, it is well recognized that the collaboration and co-operation of numerous governments will be required to successfully mitigate by-catch to an extent that it is no longer causing the endangerment of species across the world. The capacity and experience of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) in bringing governments together for concerted conservation action, and the ability of CMS to address threats to species across their full migratory range, therefore makes it an ideal forum in which to tackle this issue.   
In addition to supporting this resolution, WWF also urges CMS parties to include text in the resolution specifying the urgent need to identify priorities and address the bycatch of cetaceans, in addition to the bycatch of sharks, marine turtles and seabirds.

· Recommendation 8.15: Regional Cooperation for Dugong Conservation
· Recommendation 8.16: Migratory Sharks.  WWF urges the parties to highlight in this resolution that overexpoitation and shark fining are the primary threats to sharks, and to include the need to cooperate further with Regional Fisheries Management Organisations on the conservation and management of shark species listed by CMS.
· Recommendation 8.17: Marine Turtles.  WWF urges the parties to include in this resolution a request for adequate resources to be allocated to the further development and conclusion of a MOU for the conservation and management of marine turtles in the Pacific.
· Recommendation 8.19:  MOU for the Conservation of Cetaceans and their Habitats in the Pacific Island Region
· Resolution 8.22:  Adverse Human Induced Impacts on Cetaceans. WWF urges the parties to include text in this resolution that: Encourages cooperation with the International Whaling Commission's (IWC) Conservation Committee whilst recognising the complimentary competency that both bodies hold for the conservation and management of cetaceans; Encourages the examination and further use of CMS Agreements by all relevant stakeholders; Requests the CMS Secretariat and Scientific Council to review the extent to which CMS cetacean related agreements are addressing the listed human induced impacts, recommend priority impacts and regions and develop recommendations to move this work forward.  For bycatch, WWF urges the CMS Secretariat and the CMS parties to take note of the recent analysis and report highlighting nine priority populations for cetacean bycatch, published by WWF.
OTHER RESOLUTIONS

WWF also supports, in particular, the following resolutions:
· Resolution 8.1: Sustainable Use
· Resolution 8.7: CMS and the 2010 Biodiversity Targets
· Resolution 8.11: Cooperation with Other Conventions.  WWF urges the parties to include cooperation with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to this resolution.  
· Resolution 8.13: Climate Change and Migratory Species.  WWF urges the parties to include in this resolution the need to slow the extent and rate of climate change as a matter of urgency.  
· Resolution 8.18: Integration of Migratory Species into National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans and into On-going and Future Programmes of Work under the Convention on Biological Diversity.
WWF believes that the above noted resolutions and recommendations provide positive direction to the CMS Parties, the Secretariat and the Scientific Council for the increased effective conservation of migratory species and reduction of threats endangering migratory species. Therefore, WWF urges the parties to support these resolutions and recommendations and ensure their adoption at the Eighth Conference of the Parties to CMS. 

CMS INSTRUMENTS

WWF supports the formation of new instruments under CMS for Appendix II listed species, whereby the instrument will deliver significant conservation benefits to the species concerned.  In order for these instruments to be successful, it is also important that sufficient resources are provided to ensure the instrument can be effectively implemented.  
For the 8th Conference of the Parties to CMS, WWF fully supports the development of the following new instruments, and urges the relevant range states to sign up as a matter of urgency:

· The Memorandum of Understanding concerning Conservation, Restoration and Sustainable Use of the Saiga Antelope (Saiga tatarica tatarica).  Saiga antelope populations numbered over one million as recently as the early 1990s, but have been reduced to no more then 40,000 in total. Poaching and illegal trade in horns, uncontrolled hunting for meat, destruction of habitat, and construction of irrigation channels, roads and other obstacles preventing natural dispersion and migration have all contributed to recent saiga population declines.  WWF has been heavily involved in the development of this MOU, has contributed to Saiga conservation work on the ground together with other conservation organisations, and has worked on Saiga in other policy fora such as the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).  WWF fully supports the signing of this instrument as a positive measure to reverse the alarming declines of this species throughout its range.
· The Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Conservation Measures for the West African Populations of the African Elephant (Loxodonta africana).  The forest elephants of Western and Central Africa are far more threatened than the savannah elephants of Southern and Eastern Africa, mainly due to poaching and loss of forest habitat, and most countries in West Africa count their elephants in tens or hundreds, with animals scattered in small blocks of isolated forest.  Probably only two countries in this region have more than 1,000 animals.  There is therefore a great need for concerted and coordinated efforts by West African elephant range states to conserve this species and WWF fully supports this MOU as an effective instrument to facilitate and develop these efforts. It will also help enable range states to implement the ‘Strategy for the conservation of West African Elephants’ that they developed with support from IUCN and WWF.  
· Agreement on the Conservation of the Asian Houbara Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata macqueenii).  The Houbara bustard is classified as vulnerable by IUCN and has undergone rapid population declines estimated to be 35% over three generations, owing largely to unsustainable hunting levels.  International coordination and collaboration to conserve this species, particularly to mitigate the overriding threat of unsustainable hunting, is essential and WWF fully supports the finalisation of this plan. 
KEY PRIORITIES


WWF urges the CMS parties to support, as key priorities for the 8th Conference of the Parties to CMS:


Resolutions and recommendations relating to the marine environment, in particular Resolution 8.14: Bycatch


The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding concerning the Conservation, Restoration and Sustainable Use of the Saiga Antelope (Saiga tatarica tatarica) 


The listing of Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser sturio) on Appendix I of the Convention


The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding to conserve the West African Elephant (Loxodonta africana)


The signing of the agreement on the Asian Houbara Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata macqueenii)
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