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Stage set for world leaders to double wild tiger numbers 
Bali, Indonesia –Senior government officials from the Tiger Range Countries (TRCs) and partners today concluded a crucial meeting, held in advance of a Heads of Government Summit, to discuss a draft Global Tiger Recovery Programme to double the number of wild tigers by 2022, the next Year of the Tiger.

The Pre-Tiger Summit Partners’ Dialogue Meeting in Bali was hosted by the Ministry of Forestry of Indonesia with the support of the Global Tiger Initiative-World Bank (GTI-WB) and other partners. Besides Indonesia, the other 12 TRCs present were – Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Laos PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam. World tiger experts, representatives from partner countries, international organization, donors, and NGOs also attended in this meeting.  

“We welcome the result of this meeting in paving the way for our leaders to put their weight behind efforts to conserve and double the number of wild tigers,” said Dr. Ir. Harry Santoso,
Director of Biodiversity Conservation, Indonesia’s Ministry of Forestry, and a member of the Indonesian Delegation.
The Bali meeting also produced a draft “Head of Government’ Declaration” which will be submitted with the Global Tiger Recovery Programme for endorsement at the Tiger Summit, scheduled to be held in St. Petersburg, Russia from 15-18 September 2010. 

In his welcome address, the Governor of Bali stated that the extinction of the Bali tiger in 1940s should be used as a marker to motivate all to conserve the remaining tiger sub-species as well as other endangered species. Referring to the recent forest climate change process, in which Indonesia had closely engaged, Indonesia’s Minister of Forestry in his opening speech, expressed the hope that tiger habitats would benefit from efforts to mitigate climate change. “It is critical that leaders remember that when we save the tiger, we save so much more. A strong tiger population is a good indicator of a healthy forest.” 
At the meeting, TRCs presented their National Tiger Recovery Programs (NTRPs) which also list their commitments on meeting the target of doubling wild tiger numbers by 2022. They and partners also discussed various global support components that are required to achieve the targets
“We are looking forward to welcoming the Head of the Governmets of all tiger range countrie and donor countries in St Petersburg in September 2010,” said Mr. Igor Chesting, head of Russia’s delegation. “The fate of the world’s tigers is in our hands. We must not squander away this opportunity to collectively do all it takes to ensure its survival and double its number in the wild.” 

The Bali meeting is a follow up to earlier governmental meetings on tiger conservation. The first is Global Workshop on Tiger Conservation in Kathmandu, Nepal in October 2009, recommended a series of 15 global actions that need to be taken to change the trajectory of tigers from extinction to recovery, as well as commitments from several tiger range countries. The Kathmandu meeting was followed by the first Asian Ministerial Conference on tiger conservation held in Hua Hin, Thailand in January 2010, and which adopted the goal of doubling the number of wild tigers by 2022. 

“This meeting in Bali is important to get all TRCs, conservation partners and donor communities to come together to the road to Tiger Summit, which is the rare chance for tiger recovery” said Mahendra Shrestha, Director of Save The Tiger Fund.

As widely known, tigers are in a critical situation. The global wild population during the past 100 years have declined from about 100,000 to the current 3,200 individuals. From nine tiger sub-species, only six exist today — the Sumatran, Bengal, Amur, Indochinese, South China and Malayan tiger. Threats to the tiger include massive habitat fragmentation and destruction, loss of prey, poaching and illegal trade. Tigers are also lost due to retaliatory killing when they come into conflict with villagers living around tiger habitat.
“We are heartened to feel the energy of TRCs that are passionately committed to reserving the decline of wild tigers and doubling their numbers by 2022, the next Year of the Tiger. NTRPs presented by all 13 TRCs define the concrete priority actions needed to achieve globally the Tx2 goal.  All partners of the Global Tiger Initiative, including the World Bank, are fully committed to supporting practical implementation of these priority actions on the ground as well as relevant global support programs.  I feel very confident that we now have a solid foundation for a successful Tiger Summit in St. Petersburg that will hosted by Prime Minister Putin nad supported by Mr. Robert Zoellick, President of the World Bank” said Mr. Keshav Varma, World Bank Program Director of the Global Tiger Initiative.
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