Bylaws of FSC-China
（Draft）
Article I
Nature

Section 1.1.  Forest Stewardship Council-China Forest Certification Working Group (hereinafter referred to as the “FSC-China”), as a non-governmental organization based in China, is for the present attached to the forest certification research group of the Research Institute of Forest Science and Information, Chinese Academy of Forestry.

Section 1.2.  FSC-China shall abide by laws and policies of the Chinese government as well as the rules of the organization it is attached to.

Section 1.3.  FSC-China is a not-for-profit organization funded by contributions from both at home and abroad.

Article II
Purposes and Activities

Section 2.1.   The purpose of FSC-China shall be to promote environmentally appropriate, economically viable and socially acceptable management of forests, to promote forest certification and responsible forest products trade.

Section 2.2.  FSC-China will support all kinds of policies, measures and activities on the part of the Chinese government, non-governmental associations and individuals that contribute to the sustainable management of forests and social sustainable development. 

Section 2.3.  FSC-China will develop non-governmental inter-regional and international cooperation on sustainable management of forests and forest certification.

Section 2.4.  Main activities of FSC-China in promoting sustainable management of forests include developing forest certification standards, compiling a guide to sustainable management of forests, holding workshops, organizing training courses, providing forest products market information, making publications and audio-video works, popularizing forest certification concepts through mass media and popular activities, and in particular, increasing the awareness of forest conservation among forest managers and customers through various kinds of activities.

Section 2.5.  FSC-China will support research conducted on standards and indices for sustainable management of forests and forest certification as well as theories and practices related to forest certification. It will also promote contact and exchanges in various ways among its members and serve the need of FSC members in China and certificate holders.

Article III
Members

Section 3.1.  Any organization or individual that is concerned about forest certification and forest conservation or takes interest in forests and forest products and at the same time accept FSC-China’s purpose and bylaws may apply for its membership and become FSC-China members after the approval of the Board of Directors.

Section 3.2.  All members of the Forest Stewardship Council, A.C. residing in China, whether individual members or member organizations (represented by duly designated delegates), may register with FSC-China as its members.

Section 3.3.  There shall be three categories of FSC-China members. These categories shall be called the social, the economic and the environmental chambers representing three areas of forest-related interests respectively. 

Section 3.4.  FSC-China members shall have the following rights:

(1) to vote and stand for election;

(2) to participate in activities of FSC-China;

(3) with the approval of the Board of Directors, to organize activities within an appropriate circle in line with the working group’s purposes and for these activities get the group’s guidance and assistance;

(4) share FSC-China’s information resources and enjoy various kinds of exchange opportunities;

(5) to offer suggestions, criticism and supervision on the work of FSC-China;

(6) to recommend new members;

Section 3.5.  FSC-China members shall have the following obligations:

(1) to spread the purpose of FSC-China;

(2) to abide by the bylaws of FSC-China;

(3) to safeguard the group’s rights and defend its reputation;

(4) to volunteer services to the group;

Section 3.6.  FSC-China members shall have the freedom to resign from the working group. Members that submit their resignation will have their membership cancelled after being put on record. Members that involve in acts which run contrary to FSC-China bylaws or do harm to its purposes and reputation or violate national laws and disciplines shall be removed from the group after the approval of the Board of Directors.

Article IV

Management

Section 4.1.  FSC-China is a non-governmental membership organization. Board Directors shall be elected by FSC-China members equally from the three chambers for a two-year term and are allowed to serve two consecutive terms. The Board of Directors is responsible for the regular management of the working group. The Board of Directors may nominate Chairman, Honorary Chairman, directors and advisors. Secretariat and the office of secretary-general (Coordinator) may be established to take charge of the administrative work under the Chairman or several special committees may be set up in charge of relevant activities respectively.

Section 4.2.  Members shall not, in the name of “FSC-China”, organize activities, raise funds or establish contact with other organizations or individuals home and abroad without the group’s official and written authorization. In the event of the above occurrence, FSC-China shall not acknowledge and assume responsibility for such acts and may file lawsuits against the involved members wherever it deems necessary.

Article V

Membership Dues and Funds

Section 5.1.  FSC-China members shall not pay membership dues for the present.

Section 5.2.  FSC-China will accept contributions and gifts from organizations, associations and individuals home and abroad in the form of cash, project, service, equipment, books etc, and in receiving these, FSC-China shall show gratitude in a form as it deems appropriate in the given circumstance.

Section 5.3.  Participation of FSC-China members in its activities shall be voluntary and shall not be paid for. Members that are invited by the Board of Directors to spend much of their time on tasks entrusted with them shall be paid as may be otherwise provided by the Board of Directors.

Section 5.4.  All the income of FSC-China shall be applied in activities to promote forest certification and sustainable management of forests. Accounts shall be open and be disclosed to members and contributors on a regular basis.
Article VI

Supplementary Articles

Section 6.1.  The domicile of FSC-China shall be Beijing, China.

Section 6.2.  These Bylaws shall solicit opinions of all FSC-China members between February to March before submitted to the Board of Directors for approval. The power to interpret and amend these Bylaws shall remain with the Board of Directors.
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