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WELCOME
Thank you for your interest in our initative to rewild the Southern Carpathians, help 

preserve the natural richness of this area and scale the impact of our work. 

We strive to provide you with a meaningful learning experience and comfortable 
environment for your studies, but we are still at the start of a long term nature conservation 

project which aims to build up a viable free roaming bison population and preserve 
Europe’s last wilderness stronghold. Your contribution to our data collection on the bison, 

other local wildlife and their habitats will be invaluable to our conservation efforts.

 The bison is an umbrella species that, if successfully re-introduced and its habitat 
effectively preserved across the entire Carpathian mountain range, will help maintain the 

ecological corridors on a large scale, enhancing natural processes and wilderness to thrive.

Here are a few insights about our project, the facilities and the dynamics of your stay in the 
Bison Hillock.

 





You can reach Armeniș by train or bus from 
Timișoara or Caransebeș. The nearest airport 
is Timișoara.  One of our team members can 
pick you up from Caransebeș or Armeniș train 
station. 
You will be staying in the Bison Hillock 
field research station, a recently refurbished 
community centre (up to 5 people). 

THE BISON HILLOCK 
The Bison Hillock is in the Armeniș commune, 
part of Caraș-Severin county in Romania, 25 
km from the city of Caransebeș, 70 km from 
Reșita and 140 km from Timișoara. The Bison 
Hillock is the name the locals gave to a hilly 
area, part of the Țarcu Mountains where our 
ambitious bison rewilding initiative started.

HOW DO I GET THERE?
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THE BISON GLADE 
OUR SECOND REWILDING AREA

HOW DO I GET THERE?

Starting May 2017, we are opening a second bison rewilding site in 
Densuș comune, part of Hunedoara county. 90 km from Armeniș and the 
Bison Hillock, 15 km from Hațeg and 170 km from Timișoara.
The Bison Glade is near the village of Poieni (glades) in a hilly area that is  
part of Poiana Ruscă Mountains.

The WWF-Rewilding team will help you plan visits/day trips to the 
second rewilding area. In May 2017, a first herd of bison is to arrive in 
Poiana Ruscă Mountains and undergo a rewilding process.
Accomodation for one overnight may be provided with prior arrangement 
in Hațeg. We have a local team and two rangers based there. You can 
make your own travel arragements between Armeniș and Hațeg by coach. 





FIELD WORK AND FACILITIES



THE RESEARCH STATION
The field research station is located in Feneș 
village, Armeniș commune. It came to life as a 
result of a grassroots refurbishment project, 
using natural locally sourced materials, by 
up-cycling with lots of creativity. 

Sleeping arrangements are similar to a dorm. 
We have 6 individual bed-desk units as you’ll see 
in the pictures below. One of our team members 
will offer you guidance and support as he is 
living in the field research station. 

Accommodation is free, but we ask you to 
contribute with €100/month to the field station 
development fund. This fund is designed for 
ongoing improvements to the 
facility and managed by our team. You already 
might see some improvements during your stay 
while others are more of a long term process. 
The development fund covers things that may 
break, refurbishment work or even some of the 
utilities (such as a better internet connection, 
heating, plumbing work, etc).





WE EAT GOOD, LOCAL FOOD 
We have a kitchen with a stove, oven, fridge, cutlery and 
crockery. Food is organised by us, sourcing ingredients from 
local farmers and other confectionery if needed. 
In addition we offer a catering service by a local chef, with 
one or two fresh and hot meals/day. A vital part of this 
initiative is to give something back to the local community.

The cost of the food supplies and the catering is €10/day. 
This will be paid in advance weekly and managed by the field 
research station administrator. The cost also covers the food 
cost for our team member who helps facilitate your stay. 



LAUNDRY

CLEANING

For the moment, the laundry is washed at a local lady’s house. She will do a pick-up once 
or twice a week depending on your needs and this can be organised with the field research 
station administrator.

We are sure you’ll want to keep your new home clean, so other than daily little chores like 
the dishes, a weekly general clean of the facility will take place.

STUDY FACILITIES
We have a small study/conference area that includes a library and a reading corner.

Our library currently has a small variety of nature conservation books, field guides (trees, 
mushrooms, butterflies, wild flowers, reptiles and amphibians, birds), maps and we hope 
to enrich it as time goes by.





RESEARCH AND EQUIPMENT

TRANSPORT TO THE FIELD

You will have access to 8 camera-traps in the field as well as a hand-held GPS device 
which can be lent out on your own liablility.

There is one field station computer (iMac) which you can use for your data entry or 
study needs. We expect that most students and practitioners will have their own laptop, 
but the computer is there just in case you need it. Nevertheless, the big screen might 
come in handy for looking at images or even watching a movie.

The bison rewilding area is located 10km from the field research station. Transport is facilitated 
by the bison rangers in a 4x4 vehicle as the terrain is rough and takes place a minimum of 3 
days/week by prior arrangement.
 
If you require additional access to the area this can be organised with a local driver, but it will 
cost approx. €30/day.  



DATA COLLECTION
The data collection will be centralised 
in our database, available online. You 
will record your data on a notepad 
or special data collection forms - 
depending on your activity. 

If you have an Android powered phone 
you can use our data-collection app.
It’s recommended that you file your 
findings no later that one day after the 
field work.
 
One of the cool perks of using 
centralising findings in one database 
regularly is that you will be live-feeding 
three interactive installations in the 
Bison Hillock Visitor Centre (Armeniș), 
aimed to bring research closer to the 
people. 



LOCAL SENSITIVITIES
The field research station is located on the 
main road of the Feneș village and sees lots 
of people around every day. Most of them 
don’t speak English but they know how to 
respond to a smile.

Kids in the area are really curious and excited 
about having new people in their village, so 
they come in to visit often or ask you to join 
them for a football match. 
Our recommendation is to keep your eye on 
the ball.

The community centre was lent to the 
project to create an educational hub, and so 
we strive to give something back. We will 
organise one documentary film night every 
week for anyone in the community to join. 



PACKING LIST
Day-backpack
Rain coat/Poncho
Sturdy waterproof walking shoes
Binoculars
Water bladder
House shoes 
Head-/Torch
Sleeping Bag
Day-backpack
Pocket Notebook
Towel
Personal Medicines
Warm clothes (we’re in a mountain 
area, it get easily cold especilly when 
camping)
Android powered cell phone (if you 
wish to use our data-gathering app 
for your research)

NECESSITIES

Iso Mat / Inflatable matrass
Swim trunks
Watch
Laptop
Camera / Camera Trap
Basic First Aid Kit (For self use when in 
field)
Hand held GPS device
Extra SD cards 
Extra rechargable batteries
Knife/Multitool
Cooking skills
Flip Flops
Field Guides (Birds, Wildflowers, Insects 
etc) 
Other Books
USB stick/Harddrive
Tent 

NICE TO HAVE



THANK YOU, 
WE CAN'T WAIT TO MEET YOU ! 

For any questions or queries 
please email Georg: georgmesserer@gmail.com

or call Oana on: +40721819595


