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BACKGROUND: BUSHMEAT 
The use of wild animal species as a source of meat is a widespread practice, with wild species used both directly for food and sold as a source of income. Overexploitation and the targeting of threatened species in some regions, particularly West and Central Africa, is now being referred to as “the bushmeat crisis”.  
While the bushmeat crisis is a major conservation issue that needs to be urgently tackled, it also refers to the only choice that poor human populations often have to obtain meat. The threat posed to wild species from their use as meat is critical in Africa, but also very serious in other parts of the world, e.g. Asia.

Various strategies have been implemented to try to address the bushmeat crisis. Some attempts have been made to deal with the issue at the source (e.g. anti-poaching patrols around protected areas and logging concessions) and at the consumer level (e.g. education and awareness campaigns). 
However, experience shows that improved law enforcement can drive the hunting and trade further "underground" if local people have no available alternative sources of protein. Similarly, if no alternatives are found, awareness campaigns may have limited impact, especially when targeting the rural poor. Often it has not been easy to find viable alternatives to hunting wild animals. For example, attempts at captive-rearing some of the smaller-bodied and faster-reproducing species such as cane rats and duikers have had mixed success. In general, they have not contributed very much to satisfy the needs for subsistence protein.
Some east and southern African countries have developed community-based natural resource management programmes which give communities user-rights over wildlife quotas. In some cases this has been successful in limiting illegal wildlife off-take whilst providing a source of meat. 
However, in other cases community capacity or interest to regulate hunting has been limited. Longer-term, sustainable and innovative solutions need to be found to stop the trade in meat from wild species without impacting negatively on rural livelihoods.

WWF believes that illegal hunting in protected areas and hunting of endangered species such as apes (on both health grounds and conservation grounds) must be stopped,. At the same time sustainable use by local communities of non-threatened species should be allowed. This joint conservation approach of protection and sustainable use should be considered within a wider landscape planning context, allowing controlled use of less vulnerable species in zones outside protected areas (e.g., buffer zones, extractive reserves, community hunting reserves). 
This approach has been shown to encourage the continued survival of wildlife outside of protected areas, whilst at the same time achieving the social objective of providing affordable meat to an often poor and growing human population. However, for such a ‘protected area / extractive reserve complex’ model to be successful, rights to hunt in buffer zones need to be clearly defined and enforced, and associated technical advice, monitoring expertise and training provided to local communities. This would ensure management of hunting within sustainable levels. 
Overall, emphasis needs to be placed on practical, pragmatic, long-term solutions using an holistic approach that takes into account local conditions and cultures, and lessons from earlier initiatives.

Therefore, WWF believes governments should place greater emphasis on the need for capacity building within African States to address the unsustainable hunting of wild species for meat, and the multi-faceted approach required.

Such capacity-building could also include the development and dissemination of useful and innovative tools that aid in the monitoring and assessment of the trade. For example, in Kenya, WWF has supported TRAFFIC (the joint wildlife trade monitoring programme of WWF and IUCN) in using immuno-diffusion technology to develop a species identification protocol for identifying cooked, dried and fresh bushmeat samples from a range of specific species. This could be replicated in other countries to enable better monitoring and policing of bushmeat markets and the identification of species most affected by the trade in any given country. Priority areas and countries for such work could be identified. 

Facts/figures on bushmeat

The Scale of the Bushmeat Trade in Africa - some facts and figures

· Due primarily to hunting, ape populations are declining in 96% of protected areas; populations of apes living outside protected areas face extinction in the next 10 to 50 years. 

· In south-west Central African Republic (CAR), hunters using snares capture 33 species of mammals, 7 species of reptiles and 3 species of birds; in the Lobeke region of Cameroon hunters kill at least 36 species of animals.

· On average, people in the Congo Basin eat more meat than people from industrialized northern countries (47kg/person/yr vs. 30 kg/person/yr) and 60-80% of the meat they eat comes from wildlife.

· Bushmeat consumption across the Congo Basin may exceed 1 million metric tonnes per year; demand for meat in the region is likely to increase by 3% per year and double in 20 years.

· Per capita harvest rates in local communities adjacent to logging roads in the Congo Basin are three to six times higher than in communities further from the roads, with up to 75% by weight of the meat being sold.

· Studies in Ghana showed that over 90% of people in urban and rural areas would eat bushmeat if it was available, even though it is not a regular part of their diet.

· In east and southern Africa, illegal hunting is believed to be one of the greatest direct causes of wildlife declines outside protected areas, especially of large species such as buffalo, eland, duiker and gazelle. 

· In Kitui, Kenya, about 14 kg of bushmeat is consumed monthly by 80% of households, while 46% of households in Kweneng, Botswana consume 18.2 kg monthly.

· In Dzanga-Sangha Special Forest Reserve in CAR, snare hunters’ income is comparable to that of the forest guards. In a logging concession in northern Congo, residents of a logging camp and nearby village generated an income of approx. $300 a year from bushmeat, representing between 6-40% of the household daily income.  

· Hunters generally concentrate on large-bodied animals such as ungulates and primates because they provide the greatest return for hunting effort. In the Kilum-Ijum forest of north-western Cameroon, most animals larger than 200 g have been hunted out: elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard, chimpanzee, colobus monkey and grey duiker have all been extirpated, and may be regionally extinct. 

· When larger species have been hunted out or become scarce, smaller species such as grasscutters and other rodents are taken. The ratio of rodents to other taxa for sale in the local markets can thus be a rough indicator of the impact bushmeat hunting has had on local wildlife communities, and the scarcity or depletion of larger species. 

· Frugivorous wildlife species consumed as bushmeat, for example primates and elephants, are responsible for dispersing the seeds of over 80% of tree species in central African forests; their loss will thus affect survival of the tree species and forest habitats.
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For further information contact: Global Species Programme, WWF-International, Avenue du Mont-Blanc, 1196 Gland, Switzerland

Email: species@wwfint.org

Website: www.panda.org/species/CITES
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