Official launch of the co funded EU and UNDP Project “Governance, marine resources management policies and poverty reduction in West African Marine Eco Region”
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The project “governance, marine resources management policies and poverty reduction in West African Marine Eco region” was launched Friday 21st September 2012 in Dakar (Senegal- West Africa). The official ceremony was presided over by the Senegalese prime minister in the presence of the European Union Representative, the UNDP Resident Representative in Dakar, WWF WAMP0 representative and delegates from the 7 countries covered by the project (Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bisau, Mauritania, Senegal and Sierra Leone). 
In their respective speeches, the Prime Minister, the European Union Representative, The UNDP resident representative and WWF WAMPO representative stressed the importance of the fishery sector in the WAMER countries and the numerous problems it’s facing and called for synergy of actors and adequate management in the implementation of the project.
There was large media coverage with about 30 media people who attended the event. The numerous stories published and aired on radio and TV and the other communication materials produced have given a real visibility to this project for a beginning.
After the official launch, the steering committee met to validate the regional action plan of the project.
  This 4 years project, which is implemented by WWF WAMPO, is funded by the European Union with €9,950,000. The UNDP is contributing for € 550,000. Its overall objective is to contribute to poverty reduction and food security strengthening for coastal communities in WAMER Countries.
By the end of the project, the main results expected are:

The development and implementation of a sub regional action plan to reduce and/or eliminate the negative impacts of marine and coastal resources governance modes and management policies.
The implementation of tools and initiatives for sustainable for sustainable management of marine and coastal resources in WAMER

The development of capacity of civil society and parliamentarians active in fisheries and environmental issues.
The creation of income generating and environmentally - friendly activities and /or livelihood
