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MAKING MARKETS WORK FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE
HIGHLIGHTS JULY 2016 – JUNE 2017
Under its new global structure, WWF continued to work with communities, companies, governments, 
financial institutions, NGOs and others to transform markets to achieve better outcomes for people and 
nature. The past year has brought further increases in the uptake of credible sustainability standards, leading 
to improved production practices that benefit people and nature, and a stronger focus on smallholders. 
Continued, long-term engagement with companies, governments and the finance sector is cultivating an 
enabling environment for sustainability, addressing markets, finance and public policy in an integrated 
manner. All this contributes to WWF’s goals on climate, food, forests, freshwater, oceans and wildlife.
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1.5 MILLION 
FARMERS HAVE BEEN TRAINED AND 

LICENCED THROUGH THE BCI

71 MILLION 
HECTARES OF FORESTS IN 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE 
NOW FSC CERTIFIED

ADVANCING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
n  139,129 individual smallholders are now certified by the Roundtable on Sustainable 

Palm Oil (RSPO) (2014 baseline: 3,037 farmers).

n  1.5 million farmers have now been trained and licensed through the Better Cotton 
Initiative (BCI) (2014 baseline: 164,000 farmers).

n  2,265 families are participating in the Global Forest & Trade Network (GFTN) and 
managing 11 community-based enterprises (2014 baseline: 712 farmers). 

n  71 million hectares of forests in developing countries are now certified by the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC), an 11 per cent increase this year. 

n  74 shrimp farms in developing countries have received Aquaculture Stewardship 
Council (ASC) certification, up from 42 last year.

n  7 African countries committed to deforestation-free palm oil production at the UN 
climate conference in Marrakesh.

n  11 banks in Southeast Asia adopted new sector policies and public 
commitments to protect core environmental values over the last year.



Timber, pulp and paper
The area of FSC-certified forest increased to 198.8 million hectares – about 17 per 
cent of production forests globally, up from 12 per cent in 2014. The area of certified 
forests has grown by 14 million hectares in the last three years, an area roughly the 
size of Bangladesh, despite FSC introducing more stringent environmental and social 
requirements. 

This year, we supported community-based forest management projects in Africa, 
Latin America, Southeast Asia and Russia. In Bolivia, we’ve helped develop a national 
forestry certification scheme that offers incentives for indigenous communities to 
manage their forests responsibly, and supported assessments of 26 community-owned 
forests. In Thailand, we began working with an IKEA supplier to develop a model for 
sustainable rubber growing for smallholders, while in neighbouring Laos, nearly 100 
families now make a living selling handicrafts from FSC-certified rattan thanks to our 
Sustainable Rattan Project.

Tuna
Fourteen tuna fisheries, representing a fifth (20.4 per cent) of the total global tuna 
catch, are certified by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). This represents a slight 
drop on last year, as five tuna fisheries withdrew from the programme due to failings in 
regional fisheries management organizations. However, a further seven tuna fisheries 
which aim to become MSC certified are currently in assessment, and WWF is leading 
fishery improvement projects to support fisheries in the Indian Ocean, Western and 
Central Pacific, Atlantic and Eastern Pacific to meet MSC criteria. 

BETTER PRODUCTION AT SCALE 
Global certified production by volume, FY2014- 2017
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This year brought important progress in the Indian Ocean. Following significant 
engagement with WWF and its partners, the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
introduced harvest control rules for skipjack tuna to stop overfishing and 
reduced catch volumes for yellowfin tuna to allow overfished stocks to recover. 
We launched a major project to strengthen the management of the Seychelles’ 
tuna fishery, which brings together all sectors of the industry, including 
French and Spanish fleet owners, seafood companies, and the governments 
of Seychelles and Mauritius. We also helped introduce better management 
practices that have improved livelihoods and habitat protection in Pakistan and 
coastal East Africa. 

Farmed shrimp and salmon
Shrimp and salmon are the most important species in the global farmed 
seafood market, but both can have significant negative environmental and 
social impacts. To address these, we’ve supported many farms to improve their 
practices in line with the ASC standard: 202 salmon farms and 94 shrimp 
farms are now ASC certified, up from just 9 and 16 respectively in 2014. ASC 
certification provides assurance that farms are minimising impacts on coastal 
habitats, aquatic ecosystems and wild fish species used in feed, while providing 
decent working conditions and respecting the rights and needs of communities.

We’re currently leading 32 aquaculture improvement projects, with a particular 
focus on making ASC certification more accessible to small producers. This 
year, we’ve seen better practices introduced in Thailand, Indonesia and 
Madagascar, the first certified shrimp farms in India, and new efforts to 
improve conditions for workers and communities on Chilean salmon farms.

Cotton
Some 2.5 million tonnes of cotton from 23 countries on 5 continents is now 
being produced to the Better Cotton Initiative (BCI) standard. This is about 12 
per cent of total cotton production, compared to just 3.7 per cent in 2014. 

The better management practices promoted by the BCI bring social, 
environmental and economic benefits for cotton farming communities – 
including better profit margins for farmers, less use of hazardous chemicals, 
and increased awareness around child labour issues. In India and Pakistan, 
farmers producing better cotton were, on average, 29 per cent more profitable 
than conventional farmers, while using 15 per cent less water, 17 per cent less 
pesticide and 24 per cent less chemical fertilizer on their crops. 

Palm oil
Over a fifth (21 per cent) of global palm oil production, or 11.8 million tonnes,  
is now certified by the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) – up from 
16.3 per cent in 2014. In European and North American markets, around 80  
per cent of palm oil sold is now RSPO certified.

In a ground-breaking regional trial project, WWF-India is linking progressive 
buyers in India – the world’s largest palm oil market – with the best-
performing Malaysian producers and traders. We continued to work with 
smallholder palm growers in Indonesia and Malaysia: for example in Sabah, 
Borneo, we’re providing training and support to a group of 173 smallholders  
(up from 130) to help them achieve RSPO certification, and aim to increase  
this to 400. 
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CULTIVATING AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
Engaging companies 
WWF offices strategically target companies with the greatest influence over global supply 
chains and impact in important conservation areas. Of the top 100 companies globally, 78 are 
now members or participants in multi-stakeholder roundtables and 62 in other sustainability 
platforms such as GFTN and the Consumer Goods Forum. Our engagement with companies 
is helping drive collective action in areas such as deforestation-free supply chains and new 
approaches to introduce sustainable commodity production across whole jurisdictions. 

With WWF support, several sectors accelerated their sustainability commitments. For example, 
the Global Salmon Initiative, whose members are striving for 100 per cent ASC certification 
by 2020, obtained certification for 100 farms this year, or around a fifth of all member farms. 
WWF and OPAGAC, the Producers´ Association of Large Tuna Freezers, launched a fisheries 
improvement project which aims for MSC certification of 40 large vessels in the next five years. 
And two major global companies, L’Oréal and Barry Callebaut, joined the Palm Oil Innovation 
Group, which is leading efforts to transform the palm oil sector.

Public policy
The 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement have led to new and strengthened commitments from 
governments to conserve forests and support sustainable commodity production, often with 
WWF’s involvement. At the UN climate conference in Marrakesh in November 2016, seven 
African countries (Central African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, 
Liberia, Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone) pledged to protect their tropical forests by shifting 
to sustainable palm oil production. At the other end of the chain, the EU demonstrated leadership 
with its action plan on deforestation and forest degradation and the Amsterdam Declaration on 
eliminating deforestation from agricultural supply chains with European countries. 

Our advocacy work this year included the joint report with ISEAL, SDGs mean business: How 
credible standards can help companies deliver the 2030 Agenda. The report illustrates how 
standards can accelerate progress on the Sustainable Development Goals while delivering direct 
benefits for companies and small-scale producers. It was covered in over 25 articles in specialist 
media, widely shared on social media, and highlighted at conferences.

Finance
Our work to incentivize better investment and lending practices in financial institutions has 
made progress in all target commodity sectors and several regions. Progress has been especially 
remarkable in Southeast Asia, where we’ve built on the foundations and relationships forged in 
Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia and expanded into Myanmar and Thailand. We held numerous 
workshops throughout the region, reaching 395 staff at financial institutions. Eleven banks adopted 
new policies and public commitments to protect core environmental values. Singapore’s three 
locally owned banks all published frameworks for integrating environmental, social and governance 
issues into their lending, following intensive engagement and capacity building from WWF. One 
also published a palm oil policy which states that it will not consciously finance companies that 
violate the rights of workers and local communities, unlawfully clear land by burning, damage high-
conservation value forest or carry out new planting on peatland. 
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Why we are here

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
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