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WWF has warned the public and the governments of Croatia and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina of shortcomings in plans for the construction of new 
hydropower plants — Dubrovnik II, Upper Horizons and Ombla — in their 
countries. These could have significant cross-border impacts and negative 
consequences for the entire basin and the delta of the Neretva River and for 
local people living along the river. WWF has called upon the governments 
of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina to stop the planned projects until 
a joint Strategic Environmental Assessment of all planned projects has 
been developed, and a management plan completed and adopted. The 
success of these projects also depends on a positive assessment by the 
general public and European institutions. WWF will be appealing to these 
groups in the coming months to make a revision of the proposed projects.             
zmateljak@wwfmedpo.org 

Grabovica dam on the Neretva River, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Mediterranean echo

September

NEWSLETTER

2012

©
 M

 G
u

n
th

e
r

 / W
W

F-C
a

n
o

n

©
 e

lio
 d

e
lla

 Fe
r

r
e

r
a

 / W
ild

 W
o

n
d

e
r

s
 o

F e
u

r
o

p
e

 

energy policy could destroy the longest river in Bosnia and herzegovina

Newsletter of the WWF Mediterranean Initiative • Issue 10
Secure Mediterranean water resources • Generate a sea change in Mediterranean marine management • 
Build a future for Mediterranean landscapes • Equip Mediterranean ecosystems to adapt to climate change

editorial: hydropower is BooMing, while Many rivers are already daMMed
The boost of hydropower development in the Dinaric Arc region, home to outstanding biodiversity hotspots, is due to a mix 
of factors: local demand for energy, troubled economies, the availability of resources from foreign investors and/or financing 
institutions, and the ready availability of water. WWF Mediterranean is committed to ensuring that there is no significant 
loss or deterioration of Mediterranean freshwater ecosystems due to water infrastructure schemes. A growing number of 
hydropower developments in the Dinaric Arc aim to deliver “green” energy to countries like Austria and Italy and could 
seriously threaten key freshwater ecosystems, rivers and lakes and entire economies which rely on natural resources. It 
is extremely important that we secure the long-term viability of freshwater ecosystems in the region, and that the various 
parties and sectors involved find balanced, sustainable and mutually acceptable solutions. WWF’s Dinaric Arc Sustainable 
Hydropower Initiative – DASHI – aims to change the ways in which hydropower is being developed here targeting local 
NGOs, water managers, financers and investors. A rich programme of capacity building, lobbying and advocacy and research 
will continue in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Montenegro until September 2013. By then we aim to have 
WWF priority conservation areas in the Dinaric Arc preserved from hydropower destruction and a dynamic, engaged and 
active civil society movement advocating for sustainable hydropower practices. The DASHI project is both a timely reaction 
to major projects in preparation and an attempt to influence the way water managers make decisions, investors make 
investments and civil society participates in the decision making process — now and in the future.        

Francesca Antonelli, Head of WWF Mediterranean Freshwater Programme 
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guide for investors in sustainable 
hydropower in the dinaric arc 
WWF Mediterranean has developed 
a guide that contributes to a new 
approach to decision making by 
providing investors and developers 
with a detailed overview of the 
benefits, costs and risks to be taken 
into account when considering 
investments in dams, and in 
particular hydropower. The world’s 
needs for water and energy are 
rapidly increasing but unless these 
needs are met sustainably the 
costs — whether economic, social or 
environmental — will be enormous. 

aklauschen@wwfmedpo.org

mediterranean.panda.org/publications

Secure Mediterranean water resources 

80% of Unesco Biosphere reserve officially approved
In June the project team of the transboundary biosphere reserve Mura-
Drava-Danube led journalists from nine European countries to Kopački 
rit, Croatia, where they witnessed the natural beauty of the Danube river 
and the importance that this protected area remains intact. It is a major 
source of good drinking water, natural flood protection, sustainable 
forestry, agriculture and fisheries. It also has an important role in 
promoting ecotourism, awareness raising and environmental education 
in the region. The Croatian-Hungarian part of the planned five-country 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Mura-Drava-Danube was officially approved 
by UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Committee in Paris on 11 July. This is 
a huge milestone in WWF’s effort to protect one of the richest areas in 
Europe in terms of species diversity. The river ecosystem is also vital for 
the socioeconomic well-being of this trans-boundary region.

ppetrac@wwfmedpo.org

dashi update
Under the Dinaric Arc Sustainable 
Hydropower Initiative WWF 
recently awarded two small grants: 
one to a small consortium of NGOs 
in Albania (INCA, Ecolevizja, 
PPNEA and EDEN) who will 
run an information campaign on 
sustainable hydropower focusing 
on the Osumi River. The other goes 
to Green Home Montenegro who 
will promote the implementation of 
national and international standards 
of hydropower planning.

WWF is working at Livanjsko 
polje, a Ramsar site in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, to preserve its 
key habitats and improve local 
livelihoods. Certified, sustainable, 
organic and fair trade non-timber 
forest products have been identified 
as a good option for sustainable 
local development. A workshop for 
local stakeholders in Livno in July 
brought together an international 
team to discuss an operational 
programme for growing medicinal 
and aromatic plants, berries and 
producing honey. Livno municipality 
has already committed to providing 
land for a processing plant and pilot 
growing sites. WWF is now seeking 
financial resources and working 
to connect local producers and 
international markets.

bstojanovic@wwfmedpo.org  

River surveys are a means of 
familiarising people with rivers 
in an easy and entertaining way. 
Ten years ago the Catalan NGO 
Associació Hàbitats launched 
Projecte Rius, a river survey 
method which raises awareness 
about river conservation. The 
method is simple, participatory 
and scientifically sound. It allows 
participants to record important 
information, detect problems 
and report them to the relevant 
institutions, eventually making 
them public. Since 2008 WWF 
has collaborated with Associació 
Hàbitats to introduce and adapt the 
method in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Many NGOs have implemented 
the Projecte Rius method along 

stretches of the Neretva and Cetina 
rivers with the involvement of 
local authorities and hundreds of 
youngsters. In April representatives 
of the NGOs Lijepa Nasa, EkoMost, 
ModroZelena and Vrelo visited 
Associació Hàbitats in Barcelona 
and in the field to further improve 
their knowledge of the method.                                  
rmancini@atw-wwf.org  

river surveys in Bosnia and herzegovina
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Secure Mediterranean water resources 

Update froM tUnisia 
“With a lot of interest, we participated in Wetlands: home and 
destination, the Ramsar Convention (the 11th Conference of Parties 
to the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance), in 
Bucharest, Romania in July. We organised a side event to demonstrate 
the importance of the collaboration between WWF and  Maghreb 
countries for the implementation of the Ramsar Convention and 
to promote our goal of more than 100 registered sites (and about 4 
million hectares) in Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. We also promoted 
the ‘wetlands city label’ which we are developing in the Ghar el Melah 
Lagoon in Tunisia.  We got very good feedback and interest from 
many delegations and we got support from Maghreb countries and 
European countries led by France. A great result — all the parties 
approved the proposal from the Tunisian delegation and a new 
paragraph was added to resolution 11 (“that the Convention explores 
establishing a wetland city accreditation, which may in turn provide 
positive branding opportunities for cities that demonstrate strong 
and positive relationships with wetlands;”). COP 11 was a really good 
opportunity for us to profile our work, to value cooperation in the 
Maghreb and to encourage Arab countries to work together and to 
ratify the convention.  Libya also committed to designate at least 20 
Ramsar sites by COP 12, with support from WWF.”

fmaamouri@wwftunis.org

coMpanies discUss strategies to protect freshwater resoUrces
“The defining challenge of this century is figuring out how all of our 
grandchildren will have the food, water and energy they need, and 
we will only meet that challenge if we secure the healthy freshwater 
ecosystems on which food, water and energy depend”, said WWF 
International Director General Jim Leape during the opening session 
of the Ramsar Convention. WWF urged Ramsar’s 162 Contracting 
Parties to turn this recognition into action to conserve the “blue 
thread” that runs through every society and economy. In a forum, 
organized in parallel to the Ramsar Conference, the role of the private 
sector in managing water resources and reducing the negative impact 
on wetlands was at the centre of debate. Companies from various 
sectors are beginning to take steps to protect water. Demand for 
information about the risks of water shortages is also increasing from 
investors, banks and insurance companies. 

mediterranean.panda.org

ramsar conventionliberando ríos - free rivers
Three years ago WWF-Spain 
launched a campaign to eliminate 
obsolete obstacles, or those with 
high environmental impact, from 
Spanish rivers. The results are 
improving year after year. In 
northern Spain, 250 weirs and 
dams – that promoted floods 
and prevented species such as 
salmon migrating upstream – 
have been eliminated. In the 
Duero basin, with 3,500 identified 
obstacles, 200km of river have 
been freed by demolishing ruined 
dams. WWF’s campaign has 
influenced the National Strategy 
for Restoring Rivers, one of the 
largest environmental restoration 
projects in the EU with particular 
scientific and legal rigour. Thanks 
to the elimination of weirs and the 
demolition of obstacles the original 
morphology of rivers has been 
recovered.

aguascont@wwf.es

saving water in the Konya Basin
Through the Adaptation to Climate 
Change project carried out in 
the Konya closed basin, WWF-
Turkey has demonstrated savings 
of 47% water and 58% energy 
with the pilot implementation of 
modern irrigation techniques. 
More than 3,500 farmers in the 
region benefited from training on 
the wise use of water resources. 
The project has also resulted in 
policies and incentives that are 
more climate friendly. The Ministry 
of Food, Agriculture and Livestock 
now provides supplementary 
subsidies to farmers to protect 
natural resources and an action 
plan for protecting Konya closed 
basin has been prepared. WWF’s 
work in Konya closed basin was 
also selected as one of the Best 20 
Practices in Turkey presented at the 
Rio+20 Conference in June.

aaksoy@wwf.org.tr
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Underwater trail in algeria
The first underwater trail in Algeria 
opened at the Taza National Park 
in July thanks to collaboration 
between the Park and the League of 
Rescue, First Aid and Underwater 
Activities of Jijel. The trail is 
funded by a MedPAN small grant 
and has been designed following 
the results of a marine biodiversity 
assessment of the area. Underwater 
panels have been placed along 
the trail to describe the marine 
biodiversity and the map of the 
journey. To complement the trail, a  
permanent exhibition of underwater 
photographs opened at the Taza 
National Park visitors’ centre.

mgomei@wwfmedpo.org
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Generate a sea change in Mediterranean marine management

commitment to environment in libya
In July the Libyan Ministry 
of Agriculture approved the 
enlargement of the areas of Libya’s 
two MPAs — Ain El Ghazela 
and Farwa Lagoon — following 
recommendations from the Marine 
Biology Research Center. This is an 
important step, demonstrating the 
continuing political will to protect 
the environment. A commitment 
to marine conservation remains, 
despite the country’s upheavals.

mgomei@wwfmedpo.org

no-fishing zones created in Kaş-KeKova
Carrying out protection of the marine environment in Kaş-Kekova since 
2002, WWF-Turkey’s scientific studies in the region indicate declines 
in the populations of grouper, white grouper and sea bream. The most 
serious impact on the fish populations is illegal amateur fishing  — 
trawling and purse seine fishing are impossible here due to the rugged 
sea bottom. The decline in the populations of these fish species prove the 
urgent need for the regulation of commercial small-scale fishing in the 
region. In February WWF-Turkey proposed no-fishing zones as part of 
the Kaş-Kekova Specially Protected Area Marine Management Plan and 
its implementation project.  No-fishing zones were officially designated 
in August by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock. These 
zones were determined in Kaş-Kekova MPA with the full participation 
of local fishermen, and will become effective conservation tools with 
the appropriate implementation and monitoring mechanisms, and the 
continuing contribution of the local community.

nakca@wwf.org.tr

WWF Mediterranean is running a 
social media campaign to promote 
the benefits that Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) create for the 
Mediterranean Sea. The campaign 
is gathering public support for 
the creation of more MPAs in 
the Mediterranean through a 
petition that will be presented to 
Mediterranean government leaders 
later this year. Mediterranean 
nations agreed to protect 10 % of 
their marine area by 2020 but they 

have a long way to go. Today, less 
than 4 % of the sea is protected and 
many Mediterranean MPAs are 
not effective. The Mediterranean 
needs more and better managed 
MPAs and WWF needs the public’s 
help to convince our leaders to act.
mediterranean.panda.org

public support for Mediterranean Mpas
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standardizing italian Mpas
WWF Italy is working with the Italian Ministry for the Environment on 
a major project to standardize all national MPAs. The 29 MPAs in Italy 
are each geographically and administratively distinct with management 
plans specific to each MPA and fundamentally different one from the 
other and almost impossible to compare. The project, ISEA, aims to 
computerize all the MPA management plans through an open-source 
software based on WWF Standards. By 2020 ISEA aims to put in place 
a network of effectively managed and ecologically representative MPAs.  
ISEA has created standardized management in a graphic format which 
details what is protected, threats and strategies, thus making the MPA 
intelligible to all network members and facilitating the exchange of good 
practices within the network. Working groups have been formed to share 
strategies, reduce common threats, and share costs.

www.progettoisea.it m.costantini@wwf.it
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what would you do if...
As part of the project Thalassa: 
Learn, Act, Protect, WWF 
Greece designed a video with 
instructions on how to behave if 
you encounter a pod of dolphins, 
sperm whales, whales or monk 
seals. The video, released in 
August, gives advice on how to 
enjoy contact with the animals 
without endangering yourself and 
also safeguarding the animals’ 
welfare. It includes instructions 
for those who encounter cetaceans 
while on a boat and information 
on what to do if you see a monk 
seal in a cave, underwater or 
on shore, or a stranded or hurt 
cetacean at sea or on shore. The 
Thalassa Project (WWF-Greece 
with MΟm/The Society for the 
Study and Conservation of the 
Mediterranean Monk Seal, the 
Pelagos Cetacean Research Institute 
and Tethys Research Institute) 
raises awareness about the nine 
permanent marine mammals 
that live in the Greek seas, their 
importance, threats to their well-
being and tips on how everyone can 
contribute to their conservation. 

m.livanou@wwf.gr

facebook.com/photo.
php?v=10151090086883117  

Conservation of marine turtle 
nesting beaches by WWF-Turkey 
and other organisations has 
brought public awareness and 
media attention to this endangered 
species. A National Marine Turtle 
Action Plan has been developed in 
close collaboration with numerous 
stakeholders. The Ministries of 
Environment, Forest, Agriculture, 
Culture and Tourism, the National 
Coast Guard, scientists from 
eight universities and other 
institutions participated in the 
development process of the action 

plan. WWF-Turkey is currently 
using this flagship species in 
formulating Management/Action 
Plans in critical locations around 
Turkey. They recorded 467 marine 
turtle nests in Akyatan (Adana) 
and Cirali (Antalya) during 
the 2011 nesting season, and 
around 15,000 hatchlings safely 
reached the sea from the nests.                            
aoruc@wwf.org.tr 

national Marine turtle action plan

Generate a sea change in Mediterranean marine management
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The Dinaric Arc Parks project team 
has developed a colourful logo for 
the region with the slogan “The 
World Undiscovered”.

Build a future for Mediterranean landscapes

dinaricarcparks.blogspot.com

To join the Dinaric Arc Parks e-newsletter contact ppetrac@wwfmedpo.org

connecting dinaric arc parKs 
WWF started the project Dinaric Arc Parks in early 2012 to create a 
network of protected areas by connecting all parks in the Dinaric Arc 
region. A study tour to Slovenia in May was the first of many initiatives 
to create communications for future cooperation in nature protection 
management. The 35 participants were able to share knowledge about 
their own practices of management and leadership with Slovenian 
protected areas and nature protection institutions, such as Triglav 
National park, Škocjanski zatok Nature Reserve, Sečovlje saltpans, 
Škocjan caves, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment and 
many others. The Dinaric Arc Parks project team is now preparing 
the first of three planned five-day conferences, which will be held at 
the end of each project year. The 2012 conference will be held in Banja 
Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in November. All managers and senior 
staff of individual parks are invited to meet their colleagues in the 
region, exchange management plans and examples of good practices 
and to plan partnerships. Institutions, government and nongovernment 
organizations, as well as those who have an interest in particular topics, 
are invited to participate. This will be the first conference of its kind in 
the western Balkans region.

“Un brindis por la tierra” (drink a toast 
to the earth)
A Spanish rural development 
project has enabled WWF-Spain 
to work with several wineries 
committed to producing organic 
grapes and using FSC cork stoppers. 
WWF Spain is promoting good 
farming practices and working to 
improve natural soil fertility and 
control erosion in more than 200 
hectares of vineyards. More than 
10,000 hectares of cork oak are 
in the process of obtaining FSC 
certification under this project. Oak 
forests and vineyards are located in 
areas of environmental importance, 
including Doñana and the upper 
Guadiana River basin. Meanwhile, 
more than ten training courses on 
organic farming, FSC certification 
and sustainable development have 
been organized. These have been 
attended so far by over 300 people: 
farmers, foresters, technicians, 
civil servants. Handbooks on best 
farming practices in vineyards, 
irrigation and natural pest 
control have been produced to 
train stakeholders further. Due 
to marketing and communication 
activities more and more consumers 
now know the environmental 
benefits of a bottle of organic 
wine with an FSC-certified cork.
agricultura@wwf.es  
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Equip Mediterranean ecosystems to adapt to climate change

protecting the largest patch of cork oak 
in the world
WWF in Portugal is currently 
working on the Green Heart of 
Cork project. It aims to compensate 
forest owners who, with sustainable 
practices, contribute to carbon 
sequestration, regulation of the 
water cycle and biodiversity 
protection, encouraging good 
agricultural and forestry practices 
that contribute to the conservation 
of cork oak forests. In June 
staff from Grupo Onyria hotels 
visited the areas covered by the 
project. The staff learned more 
about the process of extraction 
of cork, watching the activity of 
harvesting. Grupo Onyria is a 
pioneer in WWF’s partnership 
with hotels in the ‘Check Out 
for Nature’ fundraising project, 
which is supporting the Green 
Heart of Cork project in Portugal.                               
amorgado@wwfmedpo.org   
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Mediterranean.panda.org

towards a low carbon economy
WWF and the Volvo Group 
organized a conference in June 
during the Volvo Ocean Race in 
Lisbon. Debate focused on the 
themes of energy and climate and 
the transition to a low carbon 
economy. Participants had the 
opportunity to learn more about 
WWF’s tools to address climate 
change and to work with companies 
towards the realisation of a low 
carbon economy. Green Economy 
and the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development 
(Rio +20) were also discussed.
amorgado@wwfmedpo.org  
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The rural development project – 
funded by the Spanish Ministry 
of Agriculture and the European 
Fund for Rural Development – 
has enabled to work with several 
wineries, committed to produce 
organic grapes and the use of FSC 
cork stopper. At the time WWF 

dr Martin schneider-JacoBy
WWF mourns the loss of a 
colleague and a friend. On 
15th August 2012 Dr. Martin 
Schneider-Jacoby from our 
partner organization EuroNatur 
died after a brief, severe illness 
at the age of 56. For most of his 
lifetime Martin threw himself 
into the task of preserving the 
natural heritage of Europe: his 
commitment never faltered. 
His work was dedicated to 
nature conservation in the 
Balkans, along with passionate 
campaigning for the protection 
and habitat of migratory birds. 
Martin was central to WWF and 
EuroNatur’s combined afforts 
in the Dinaric Arc for the past 
10 years and was instrumental 
in fostering nature conservation 
in the region, particularly 
contributing to the protection 
of wetlands. He was unfailing 
in his courage, passionate about 
and devoted to the environment, 
and constant to the cause he 
so believed in. Our heartfelt 
thanks go to him for his many 
years of exceptional dedication. 
We will do our best to continue 
working towards the protection 
of the region for which he spent a 
lifetime fighting.
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