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Caucasian leopards in Azerbaijan: will we see cubs of “HOPE” soon ?

The programme for conservation of leopards in the Caucasus has started from early 2000. The 
traces of leopard viability in Azerbaijan were found in three isolated sites: Hirkan forests, 
Nakhchyvan Autonomous Republic and arid landscapes around the Mingechaur Water Reservoir. 
At the first stages of the programme protected areas (PAs) within the leopard habitats were 
supported by developing their protection infrastructure, strengthening of patrolling regime etc. 
During the implementation of the programme the total size of PAs in leopard habitats has been 
increased more than four times from 58,000 to 237,816 ha. Apart from protection measures the 
communication campaigns were conducted for all involved stakeholders to support the 
programme and ensure its further success. 
Today we can say with certainty that all above efforts braught positive results. Thanks to local 
supporters in Nakhchyvan and Hirkan forests WWF is monitoring already resident leopards in 
these areas. During last year two females have been recorded in Nakhchyvan. One of these 
females was captured by cameras several times and we called it “HOPE” with hope to see its cubs 
in nearest future. In Nakhchyvan the populations of leopards prey species have also positive 
dynamics and hundreds of photos of bezoar goats, mouflons, porcupines, badgers, etc. were 
collected. 
In 2009 the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan approved “The National 
Action Plan for Conservation of Leopards in Azerbaijan”. WWF in cooperation with the Ministry 
continues to implement the Leopard Conservation Plan and aims to strengthen local PAs and 
field staff involved in monitoring of leopard and its prey base.

For additional information please contact
Sevinj Sarukhanova, WWF-Caucasus
ssarukhanova@wwfcaucasus.org
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Female leopard Andrea, who came to Russia with male leopard Zadig last October, gave birth to 
two kittens. The kittens were born in the Leopard Breeding and Rehabilitation Center of the Sochi 
National Park, located in the Caucasus Mountains in south-western  Russia. “They will be 
released into the wild after acquiring surviving skills and will give start to a new population of the 
leopard in the Russian Caucasus mountains”, says WWF-Russia species coordinator Natalia 
Dronova.
Two more  kittens were born a bit later, with parents - Chery and Alous - brought to the same 
leopard reintroduction center from Iran and Turkmenistan.Chery and Alous first met in 2011, and 
their date started with a fight: Alous grabbed Chery by the withers – a usual move at the 
beginning of mating. However, young and unexperienced Chery decided that the leopard was 
attacking her and started to fight back. Only after a while the cats got used to each other and 
formed a pair.
“The fact that wild leopards managed to produce offspring in captivity is a big win for Russian 
conservation experts. It is a unique precedent, and we are glad that we managed to achieve this 
result”, says head of the leopard breeding and reintroduction center Umar Semyonov.
In the 20th century, the leopard disappeared from the Russian Caucasus because mostly due to 
poaching. The Leopard Reintroduction Program is run by theRussia’s Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment with participation of the Sochi National Park, Caucasus Nature 
Reserve, A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, WWF and Moscow Zoo.
The expertise of the leopard restoration program will be used in the Far East of Russia. “The 
Persian leopard program allowed to form a group of experts from different organization whose 
experience will ensure successful implementation of similar project for Far Eastern leopard”, says 
Igor Chestin from WWF-Russia.
Presently, the center accommodates ten animals: two mature males and females from 
Turkmenistan, two leopards from Portugal and four cubs.

For additional information please contact
Masha Vinokurova, Press officer, MVinokurova@wwf.ru

Four leopard cubs born in the Russian Caucasus 
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Caucasian Red Deer will be reintroduced in Armenia

Caucasian Red Deer is one of the most endangered wildlife species in the South Caucasus. This 
species, once largely spread in the forests of Northern, Eastern and Southern Armenia, was 
disappeared a few decades ago due to poaching and habitat destruction. The Caucasian Red Deer 
is included in the Red Book of Armenia as “Critically Endangered” according to the IUCN criteria. 
Major threats are poaching and habitat destruction. Presently, it is spotted accidently entering 
the territory of Armenia from neighboring countries.
WWF-Armenia under the patronage of the Ministry of Nature Protection and with the support of 
WWF Germany, Orange Armenia, Transboundary Joint Secretariat (TJS) and Prometey Bank 
launches a project on reintroduction of Caucasian Red Deer in Armenia. Initially, breeding group 
of the species in Dilijan National Park will be set up.
The project activities include preparation of a breeding center in Dilijan National Park, purchase 
and transportation of four male and 11 female deers to Armenia, training of the breeding center 
staff, breeding of animals with further release and monitoring in the nature.
“This is an unprecedented project for Armenia since there hasn't been any disappeared species 
reintroduced in Armenia so far. Upon successful completion of the project the Caucasian Red 
Deer will inhabit Armenia,” said Karen Manvelyan, the director of WWF Armenia, during the
press conference held on September 11, 2013 in Yerevan.
The project is funded by WWF Germany and Orange Armenia. Orange Armenia is funding the 
project in the scope of its long-term strategic partnership with WWF Armenia launched since 
last year. Additional partner of the project - Prometey Bank disseminates a fundraising 
massage for the project by including it in the bank's annual report and corporate calendar.

For additional information please contact
Gera Voskanyan, WWF-Armenia
gvoskanyan@wwfcaucasus.org
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The Seven Sins of Dam Building
WWF-Turkey has launched the Turkish version of the WWF report titled “The 7 Sins of Dam 
Building”, which was produced by the Freshwater Programme of WWF-International. The 
report points out the mistakes in planning and operational processes of dam building with 9 
global cases and highlights the importance of taking sustainability measures. The so called 7 sins 
include; i) Building on the wrong river, ii) Neglecting downstream flows, iii) Neglecting 

biodiversity, iv) Falling for bad economics, v) 
Failing to acquire the social license to operate, 
vi) Mishandling risks and impacts, vii) Blindly 
following temptation / Bias to build. 

The Cide Regulator & Hydropower Electric 
Power Plant (HEPP) at the Küre Mountains 
National Park is presented as one of the bad 
cases. It is planned in the buffer of the Park in 
central northern Turkey which received legal 
protection status in 2000 due to phenomenal 
landscapes (with outstanding canyons, caves, 
dolines), old-growth forests representing the 
best intact Black Sea Moist Temperate Karstic 
Forest, intact river ecosystems, rich wildlife 
and biodiversity. 
Modification of the natural flow regime in 
rivers affect aquatic and riparian ecosystems 
as well as the terrestrial ecosystems linked 
wi th  the  natura l  water  f low and i t s 
microhabitats. With less water running in the 
river, ambient humidity gets lower, which 
affects the vegetation and the associated 
biodiversity in the downstream. Especially, in 
the karst areas which are a dynamic systems,  
changes in river flow could affect the 
karstification processes under the ground. 

Additionally, the legally required minimum flows regulation is proven insufficient to sustain the 
environmental integrity of many rivers.

Hydropower development in the recent years, especially in north and east Anatolia regions of 
Turkey are of concern not only for WWF-Turkey and other environmental organizations but also 
for many local communities. These areas, which significantly overlap with the Lesser Caucasus 
ecoregion, are of ecological importance at global level, but hydropower development is not 
integrated into river-basin management planning processes. Licensing is usually single-project 
focused. In addition, cumulative impact analysis of HEPPs are not conducted. Already hundreds 
of HEPPs have received licenses as of 2013 and many are underway to do the same. Similar 
trends and concerns are also growing in the neighboring countries of the Caucasus ecoregion.

For additional information please contact
Eren Atak, WWF-Turkey
eatak@wwf.org.tr
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Freshwater ecosystems, representing highly important areas for biodiversity conservation, play 
a vital role in human life by providing key ecosystem services and benefits; They contain some of 
the most threatened habitats in the Caucasus Ecoregion due to anthropogenic pressures mainly 
stemming from unsustainable urban water use, industry and infrastructure development 
projects, agriculture and increasingly developing hydropower sector. Unsustainable 
development of dams (hydropower, water security, irrigation) is disrupting environmental flows 
at river-basin-scale ultimately leading to decreasing the landscape integrity and biodiversity as 
well as to degrading key ecosystem services and benefits to people.
WWF Caucasus PO initiated a regional project which 
aims at promoting sustainable dam development at 
river-basin-scale in the Southern Caucasus. The 
project core idea is to promote the work and joint-
effort of all key stakeholders at the river-basin-scale 
to significantly mitigate cumulative negative impacts 
of dams on environmental flows, biodiversity and 
ecosystem services, and thereby will promote 
sustainable dam development in the Southern 
Caucasus.
The project has been initiated with its pilot phase 
through the financial support by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway. The project is 
geographically focused on two basins - the Kura-Aras River Basin (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) 
and the Black Sea Catchment Basin (Georgia) and it is thematically based on the following three 
pillars: (i) to demonstrate biodiversity and ecosystem services of freshwater networks; (ii) to 
introduce a Sustainable Dams Assessment and Planning Methodology; and (iii) to mobilize key 
stakeholders, secure their support and launch the Caucasus Sustainable Dam Initiative.

For additional information please contact
Tamaz Gamkrelidze, WWF-Caucasus, 
tgamkrelidze@wwfcaucasus.org
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Regional projects in Turkish and Russian parts of the 
Caucasus are coordinated and implemented accordingly by 
WWF-Turkey and WWF-Russia in close cooperation with 
WWF Causus PO under one vision of Ecoregion 
Conservation Plan.

To subscribe, unsubscribe, contribute or for further 
information please send an email to  
tgamkrelidze@wwfcaucasus.org
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Sustainable Dam Development in the Southern Caucasus

Eenguri HPP, Georgia. © Green Alternative


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

